
 

 

  
 Quarterly Board Meeting 

March 21, 2019 
Roaden University Center, Room 282 

1:30 p.m. 
 

AGENDA 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

II. Recognition of Students’ Accomplishments 

III. Approval of Minutes 

IV. President’s Report 

 New Web Site (Karen Lykins) 

V. Academic & Student Affairs Committee Report and Recommendations 

A.  Report 

1.   Letter of Notification: M.S. in Sustainable Agriculture 

2.  Letter of Notification: M.S. in Community Health & Nutrition 

3.  Transfer of Communication Department 

4. Student Organization Presentation Related to Access to Public Records Rule 

      B. Consent Agenda 

1.   TTU Policy 260 (Requirements for a Baccalaureate Degree and Graduation)  

2. TTU Policy 261 (Academic Credit from Other Institutions) 

3. TTU Policy 263 (Academic Retention Standards) 

       C.  Regular Agenda 

TTU Policy 121 (Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free 

Speech Activities) and Rule 
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VI. Audit & Business Committee Report and Recommendations 

A. Report  

1. Credit Card Processing Fees 

2. Non-mandatory On-line Fee for Consideration at June Committee Meeting 

3. Notice of Responsibility  

B. Regular Agenda 

1.  Dennis Trust 

2.  2019-20 Non-mandatory Fees 

3.  Policy 122 (Rental of Tennessee Tech Property) and Rule 

VII. Other Business 

VIII.  Adjournment 

 

 

The Board will host a 30-minute reception for audience members in the Roaden University Center, 
just outside Room 282, following the meeting. 
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Agenda Item Summary

Date: March 21, 2019

Agenda Item: Recognition of Students’ Accomplishments

___________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTER: Tom

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:

Representatives of Tech’s Track and Field Women’s team, led by four-time OVC Coach of 
the Year Wayne Angel, will share their thoughts about what it takes to be back-to-back 
OVC champions.

Also, Team Baja SAE co-captains will preview the Baja SAE international event hosted at 
Hyder-Burks in April. The Tech Baja SAE team has the most wins in the event's history. 

☐ Review ☐ Action ☒ No action required
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Board of Trustees Meeting 

December 6, 2018 
Roaden University Center 282 

 
MINUTES 

 
AGENDA ITEM I—CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
The Tennessee Tech Board of Trustees met in regular session on December 6, 2018, in Roaden 
University Center, Room 282. Chair Tom Jones called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. 
 
Chair Jones asked Kae Carpenter, Secretary, to call the roll. The following members were present: 
 

• Forrest Allard 
• Melissa Geist 
• Trudy Harper 
• Rhedona Rose 
• Purna Saggurti participated by phone and confirmed that he could simultaneously hear 

and speak to the Board members, that he was the only person present in the location 
from which he was calling, and that he received the Board materials in advance of the 
meeting.  

• Johnny Stites 
• Teresa Vanhooser 
• Barry Wilmore 
• Tom Jones 
 

A quorum was physically in attendance. 
 
Tennessee Tech faculty, staff, and members of the public were also in attendance. 
 
Chair Jones recognized Representative Ryan Williams and thanked him for his efforts on behalf of 
Tennessee Tech.  
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AGENDA ITEM II—RECOGNITION OF STUDENTS’ ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
Chair Jones opened the meeting by honoring two groups of Tennessee Tech students. The first 
group was Tennessee Tech’s Cybersecurity Team, which was recognized as one of the top ten 
teams in the nation at the Collegiate Penetration Testing Competition. The team’s coach, Joseph 
Cross, introduced members Sam Wehunt, Joe Bivens, Darren Cunningham, Max Layer, and David 
Yantis. Mr. Cross presented a brief overview of the team and its goals. Mr. Bivens, the team’s 
captain, discussed his experiences serving on the team and the competition in which the team 
participated. 
 
The second group was Tennessee Tech’s iCube students who founded Tennessee Together to assist 
in battling Tennessee’s opioid crisis. Amanda Cale, a senior Graphic Design major, introduced the 
project and the iCube director, Kevin Liska. Ms. Cale and Mr. Liska provided an overview of the 
work accomplished by the iCube staff and students. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM III—APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Ms. Harper moved to approve the September 18, 2018, Quarterly Board Meeting minutes. Ms. 
Vanhooser seconded the motion.  
 
After an opportunity for further discussion and there being none, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Governor Bill Haslam joined the meeting and thanked the Board of Trustees for its initiative and 
asked for feedback. 
 
Chair Jones stated that he believed one of the greatest accomplishments over the past two years 
was the establishment of the Board as a leadership team. 
  
Dr. Geist asked the Governor to share his overall impression of the Board and if he would change 
certain aspects of the Board. Governor Haslam answered that he had high regard for the Board and 
for the direction the Board was going. Governor Haslam asked the Board members if they would 
like to change anything. 
 
Mr. Stites stated he would like more governance training to be provided to the Board. He stated 
that Board members should be active in discussions. Governor Haslam stated that it could be a 
challenge for the Board to be engaged, but doing so should not be confused with the Board 
assuming an administrative role.  
 
Chair Jones stated the Board had learned and improved over time. President Oldham stated the 
Board was to be commended for its hard work comprehending and engaging with the information 
given to them.  
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Dr. Geist stated that a faculty member should always be on the Board to bring a different 
perspective, who is living with the policies and who can speak for the faculty and staff of 
Tennessee Tech.  
 
Mr. Allard stated that having the student perspective was also valuable insight as to how other 
students perceived what was happening on campus.  
 
Ms. Rose stated that the size of the Board was an important factor because everyone had a chance 
to speak and had an important role. Governor Haslam agreed. Governor Haslam stated that he 
sensed from the first meeting that Tennessee Tech’s Board was owning its roles in a healthy way.  
 
Mr. Stites stated that measuring what was important to the individual, the legislature, and the 
people of Tennessee was what the board members should focus on, and trustees should be held 
accountable to those individuals and groups. 
 
Mr. Saggurti stated the Board had a sense of ownership that came from the commitment and 
loyalty each person has for Tennessee Tech.  
 
Ms. Harper stated that being on the Board was not always easy but the Board has begun to figure 
out what the Board does not know. She stated the Board still had a long way to go but the staff 
and the administration were helping the Board with the learning curve. 
 
Chair Jones introduced the two student groups presented earlier for the purpose of sharing their 
accomplishments with Governor Haslam. Joe Bivens introduced the cybersecurity team and 
explained why he came to Tennessee Tech. Amanda Cale introduced herself and the iCube project.   
 
Chair Jones presented Governor Haslam with a resolution to recognize his leadership and vision for 
higher education. Governor Haslam expressed his gratitude. Ms. Harper moved to approve the 
resolution. Mr. Stites seconded the motion. After opportunity for further discussion and there being 
none, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
After Chair Jones presented the resolution to Governor Haslam, the Governor left the meeting.  
 
 
AGENDA ITEM IV—PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
President Oldham introduced Mike Krause, Executive Director of the Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission. Mr. Krause presented an update on the state’s status and Tennessee Tech’s progress. 
He stated that only 30.8 percent of Tennesseans had a degree in 2012 and employers asked 
Governor Haslam to address this issue. He stated that now 41 percent of Tennesseans had degrees, 
which was a significant improvement and more Tennesseans were going to college. He stated that 
the net result was Tennessee now ranked 13th in the nation for investment in higher education.  
  
Mr. Krause stated that the funding formula was previously based on the number of students 
enrolled on the 14th day of classes. He stated that in 2010-11, THEC changed to an outcome-based 
formula, which was easier to justify when asking for funds. He stated that the new system showed 
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that Tennessee Tech had increased numbers of graduating students. He stated that since the new 
formula was implemented in 2015, Tennessee Tech had received a 23.8 percent increase in 
appropriations. 
 
Mr. Krause stated that Tennessee Tech had a steady but dramatic climb generating funding 
through the formula and was currently leading the state in funding acquired through the formula. 
He stated that the formula was best used as a consultative tool, rather than a regulatory tool. He 
stated that it showed what areas were thriving and identified other areas that could be improved.  
 
Mr. Krause stated that Tennessee Tech dramatically increased its output of bachelor’s degrees. He 
stated that this was important because many of those majors were STEM majors. He stated that 
there had also been an increase in research and service, which could result in additional funds. 
 
Mr. Krause stated that the degrees awarded per 100 FTE and the six-year graduation rate had 
improved dramatically and could be seen in the formula. He stated that the bachelor’s degrees 
earned had increased by almost 500.   
 
Mr. Krause stated that the formula was created collaboratively. He stated that every university 
president sits at the table to revise the formula, and every five years the formula was dramatically 
redesigned. He stated that the formula was continually optimized to measure student success. 
 
Mr. Krause stated that Tennessee Tech was doing very well in student success, but he wanted to 
present two challenges. The first challenge was the need to reach out to rural counties in 
Tennessee. He stated that many jobs held by non-college graduates were not durable jobs, and 
they could find themselves in tough situations later in life. 
 
Mr. Krause stated the second challenge was low-income student success. He stated that a 
Tennessee student’s success in college correlated with the amount of money the student’s family 
makes. He stated that the freshmen enrolled next fall would have important indicators as to 
whether or not they needed intervention. He stated that one important intervention for low-
income students was calling roll, then texting a student if s/he did not show up to class. He stated 
these were not expensive interventions and Tennessee Tech was already implementing several of 
the ideas. He stated that the next important step in Tennessee was to make sure that where a 
student resides or a student’s parent’s income did not determine whether or not the student could 
become a college graduate. 
 
Mr. Stites stated that Tennessee Tech was doing very well graduating students in high numbers, 
but Tennessee’s high school graduate statistics were flat. He stated that Tennessee Tech would be 
pressed to enroll as many students in the future as were currently enrolled. He stated that 
Tennessee Tech, as the lowest-cost university in Tennessee, was graduating students faster than 
other universities.  He stated that students were able to get through the system in closer to four 
years rather than six years. He stated that the rate at which students were graduating and the rate 
at which students were enrolling could cause Tennessee Tech concern. 
 
Mr. Stites asked if there was a system that could recognize that Tennessee Tech did not have the 
opportunity to attract as many students. He asked if Tennessee Tech could be penalized if its rate 
of graduating students decreased through no fault of its own. 
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Mr. Krause answered that every state was facing a demographic shift in terms of high school 
production, with a steep cliff coming nationwide in 2025. He stated that Tennessee Tech was less 
sensitive to that for the state portion of money. He stated that Tennessee Tech was receiving about 
30 percent of appropriations from Tennessee and generating 70 percent internally. He stated that 
the formula was much less sensitive to enrollment fluctuations. He stated Tennessee Tech could 
enroll dramatically fewer students and the state share would not change so long as Tennessee 
Tech remained efficient with the students it already had and continued to succeed. 
 
Mr. Krause stated there was still the 70 percent of Tennessee Tech’s budget not provided by the 
state. He stated that as the high school graduate numbers drop, Tennessee Tech should push to 
enroll adults in college. He stated Tennessee Tech had great opportunities to emulate what other 
schools in the nation and state were doing for adults, such as the University of Memphis Finish 
Line program. He stated Tennessee Tech’s Interdisciplinary Studies degree could be used as a 
vehicle to enroll adults to mitigate fewer high school graduates available to enroll.  
 
President Oldham stated he was very proud of Tennessee Tech being the number one performer as 
indicated in the funding formula. He stated Tennessee Tech’s priorities were tied to state priorities 
as indicated by the funding formula. President Oldham stated that these items were key because 
they were state interests, and he wanted to continue meeting those expectations.   
 
President Oldham stated there was a THEC funding recommendation, as well as how well 
Tennessee Tech performed with the formula. He stated there was a building recommendation for 
the new engineering building, the first new engineering building on Tennessee Tech’s campus 
since 1971. He stated Tennessee Tech was number four on the priority list as recommended by 
THEC, but there was no guarantee the legislature or the Governor’s office would approve the 
proposal. He stated that the proposal was within the funding scope of a typical year and he was 
hopeful that it would be funded. He stated there was $900,000 of recurring dollars being 
recommended by THEC for Tennessee Tech’s Carnegie reclassification that would bring the total 
recurring funds for that effort to $2,100,000. He stated that this also included a recommendation 
of $7,700,000 for improvement and capital maintenance for the campus. 
 
President Oldham stated that Governor Haslam was instrumental in Tennessee Tech receiving 
additional state funding for the cybersecurity education effort. He stated that the state provided 
$500,000 each of the past two years that helped make organizations like Tennessee Tech’s 
cybersecurity team possible. He stated that the state commitment was for another two years of 
additional funding and Tennessee Tech wanted to encourage that type of engagement. 
 
President Oldham described how Tennessee Tech became the number one performer in the 
funding formula. He stated several decisions and ongoing efforts led to that milestone. He stated 
that the metrics were critical and centered on student success, including the number of degrees 
granted and the efficiency with which those degrees were granted. He stated the funding formula 
did not specifically measure retention rates but retention was a precursor to graduating students. 
He stated that roughly five years ago Tennessee Tech launched the new Flight Plan, which looked 
at peer institutions and best practices. He stated that Tennessee Tech implemented many of the 
strategies with specific metrics, including graduation and retention rates that speak specifically to 
those issues. He stated that this has brought Tennessee Tech to where it was now, performing at 
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the top of the funding formula. He stated that he gave credit to the faculty and staff at Tennessee 
Tech for making this achievement happen.  
 
President Oldham stated there had been a 20 percent increase in bachelor’s degrees awarded at 
Tennessee Tech over the past five years. He stated that the student retention of first-time 
freshmen increased from 72 percent to 78 percent. He stated class attendance was the number one 
predictor of student success. He stated that if students attend classes, they made better grades, 
persisted to finish, and graduated on time. He stated that Tennessee Tech implemented a program 
that would let appropriate faculty know if a student missed more than two classes of the same 
course within the first six weeks of the fall and spring semesters. He stated that this allowed for 
intervention at a critical time.  
 
President Oldham stated another key point was advising. He stated Tennessee Tech invested 
heavily in hiring professional advisors to work specifically with first-year students on campus, 
which substantially paid off.  
 
President Oldham stated that Tennessee Tech’s six-year graduation rate had exceeded 55 percent 
for the first time this year, which was a significant improvement from 50 percent two years ago. He 
stated that the four-year graduation rate topped 34 percent this year for the first time. He stated 
that two years ago the five-year graduation rate topped 50 percent for the first time. He stated that 
overall the students were receiving a better value for their money. 
 
President Oldham stated he wanted to highlight a few recent faculty successes. President Oldham 
recognized Cara Sisk, professor of Human Ecology, for giving students in Child Life Specialist major 
the opportunity to learn and work with professionals in the field; Adam Holley, assistant professor 
in Physics, for his research of the decay rate of neutrons that has been published in the journal, 
Science; Bedelia Russell, associate professor of Nursing, and her work with The Heart of the 
Cumberland whereby students can obtain clinical experience work with elementary and middle 
school students; Jason Beach, associate professor in Curriculum and Instruction, for his research in 
Virtual Immersive Interactive Observation; and Mark Melichar, assistant professor of Economics, for 
incorporating real-world concepts and applying them to concepts at Tennessee Tech in a way that 
resonates with the students. 
 
President Oldham addressed the challenges Tennessee Tech faced. He stated enrollment was a 
challenge and it would be difficult to graduate record numbers of students if sufficient numbers 
were not enrolled, so enrollment was a primary focus. He stated there was significant external 
competition for students and Tennessee Tech needed to respond aggressively in a competitive 
environment. He stated that the answer to this challenge was making certain that scholarship 
money was put to the best use in practical terms. He stated merit-based scholarships were 
important, but there was also a role and significant opportunity for need-based scholarships. He 
stated Tennessee Tech was doing its best to ensure financial resources were not the limiting factor 
for good students to come to Tennessee Tech. He stated this was a state priority that Tennessee 
Tech needed to address. 
 
President Oldham stated Tennessee Tech should look at new programs and emerging academic 
programs that were essential to the emerging workforce opportunities. He stated that talent was 
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the underlying issue in the corporate world and Tennessee Tech was in the best position to supply 
that talent.  
 
President Oldham addressed how Tennessee Tech should go about facing these challenges. He 
stated Tennessee Tech’s strategic plan addressed many of these issues regarding student success, 
creating new academic programs, ensuring availability of technologically-infused programs, 
increasing research in scholarly activity, and providing interdisciplinary opportunities. He stated 
that the concept of a grand challenge encompassing these priorities in a focused, coherent way 
would lead to a tangible benefit to the surrounding environment and would engage students and 
faculty. He stated that this would help Tennessee Tech remain a relevant institution. 
 
President Oldham stated that there were challenges, but Tennessee Tech could overcome them. He 
stated Tennessee Tech had proven the capability to rise to the challenge through the Flight Plan, 
increased graduation rates, and increased retention rates. He stated Tennessee Tech had an 
honorable mission to serve the students in the state. He stated that Tennessee Tech was a 
university serving the everyday people, those who wanted to make the community a better place to 
live. He stated he was thankful for the Board and the work it was doing. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM V.A - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT AND 
RECOMMENDATION - REPORT ON DISCUSSION OF BOARD EFFECTIVENESS 
 
Chair Jones stated that a meeting was held on November 13th to review the Board evaluation and 
the evaluation summary could be found in the board meeting materials. He stated that the 
evaluations were divided into five main points. He stated that this information was presented to 
the administration and informational meetings were requested for the purpose of further educating 
the Board. He stated that the Board needed to learn more about the Institutional Research Office 
because the office evaluates data and provides information that could be beneficial to the Board.  
 
President Oldham stated that information about the Institutional Research Office could be 
provided but much of the information was already posted online. Chair Jones stated that the Board 
also needed to learn more about the Tennessee Tech Foundation and how the Foundation related 
to the Board. 
 
Chair Jones stated that before the Board met for the first time, he decided to have three 
committees, but this could always be reconsidered in the future. He stated that committees 
typically meet on the same day the Board meets, and additional meetings occurred out of cycle. He 
stated that it was the responsibility of the individual committee chairs to schedule these meetings 
as needed. He stated that as more informational meetings were scheduled, these meetings might 
be more effective coupled with these committee meetings. He stated that it would be the 
committee chair’s responsibility to determine how many out-of-cycle meetings would be needed. 
He stated that he would try to allow more time for these committee meetings. 
 
Chair Jones stated that the Board evaluations included comments on communications and the 
presentations in the Board materials being made available sooner. He stated that he would strive 
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to continue to provide materials to Board members sooner and asked President Oldham and the 
staff to also make that effort. 
 
Chair Jones stated that the next point related to the process and benchmarks related to the 
evaluation of the President’s performance. He stated that in the future he would like a streamlined, 
smaller set of goals with measurable metrics for comparison. 
 
Chair Jones stated that one of the questions asked was “What are Tennessee Tech’s major issues?” 
He stated that Tennessee Tech’s fiscal health was number one. He stated this was not the same 
item as student enrollment, but also included validity of programs, expenses, and more. He stated 
other topics of focus included morale on campus, focus on students, state and national trends for 
job needs, and building and strengthening relationships with different campus constituencies. He 
stated that the Board’s job was to make suggestions and present those to the administration.  
 
 
AGENDA ITEM V.B—APPROVAL OF ALIGNMENT OF TERM EXPIRATIONS FOR 
STUDENT TRUSTEE, COMMITTEE CHAIRS, AND CHAIR 
 
Chair Jones stated the motion was to realign the student trustee’s, committee chairs’, and chair’s 
terms to coincide with the expiration of the appointed Board members terms on June 30. Ms. 
Harper moved to approve the alignment of the terms as stated. Ms. Vanhooser seconded the 
motion.  
 
After an opportunity for further discussion and there being none, the motion carried 7 to 1 with Mr. 
Stites casting the “nay” vote. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM VI—AUDIT & BUSINESS COMMITTEE REPORT AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Ms. Vanhooser stated that the Audit & Business Committee approved the 2019 Audit Plan and no 
additional action was required. She stated that the Board was required to provide a report to the 
General Assembly with information regarding the expenditures of revenues derived from any 
tuition and fee increase(s) from the previous academic year. She stated this report must include 
how revenues were used, effect on student financial aid, and effect on the average total cost of 
attendance per student.  
 
Ms. Vanhooser moved to approve the Tuition Transparency Act Report. Mr. Stites seconded the 
motion. 
 
After an opportunity for further discussion and there being none, the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Ms. Vanhooser stated the Board was required to develop a list of factors that must be considered 
when developing recommendations to increase tuition and mandatory fees. She stated these 
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factors had to include, at a minimum, the level of state support, total cost of attendance, and 
efforts to mitigate the financial effect on students.  
 
Ms. Vanhooser moved to approve the Tuition Transparency factors. Ms. Rose seconded the motion.  
 
Dr. Geist stated that the Board could consider other factors. Chair Jones agreed that the Board was 
not limited to these factors. 
 
After opportunity for further discussion and there being none, the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Ms. Vanhooser stated the Audit & Business Committee reviewed and recommended approval of 
Tennessee Tech’s 2018-2019 October Revised Budget and Organizational Chart. She moved to 
approve the recommended October Revised Budget and Organizational Chart. Ms. Rose seconded 
the motion.  
 
After opportunity for further discussion and there being none, the Secretary took a roll call vote 
and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Ms. Vanhooser moved to approve the amendment to the fiscal year 2018-2019 Disclosed Capital 
Project to include a sprinkler system expansion in the Roaden University Center. Mr. Stites 
seconded the motion. 
 
After an opportunity for further discussion and there being none, the motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
AGENDA ITEM VII—BOARD DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO ACADEMIC & 
STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 
Chair Jones stated that the motion was to delegate authority to Academic and Student Affairs 
Committee to approve letters of notification on behalf of the Board. Ms. Harper moved to approve 
the motion that the Board delegate the authority to the Academic and Student Affairs Committee 
to support letters of notification to THEC regarding proposed programs as deemed appropriate by 
the committee. Ms. Vanhooser seconded the motion.  
 
After an opportunity for further discussion and there being none, the motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
AGENDA ITEM VIII—ANNOUNCEMENT: REVISED DECEMBER 2019 REGULAR 
MEETING DATE  
 
Chair Jones stated that the next meeting would be December 3rd rather than December 5th. 
 
Dr. Geist asked to go back to the Board’s evaluation. She stated that Chair Jones’ recognition of the 
importance of the fiscal health of the university, student enrollment, and morale on campus was an 
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indication that the Board realized these were concerns going forward and the concerns would be 
addressed. 
 
Chair Jones stated that various suggestions were made by Board members, but not all suggestions 
warranted an actual item by the Board. He stated that it was very important for the President and 
administration to understand that these were the concerns of the Board and the Board would like 
to see improvements and efforts made on these issues in the future. 
 
President Oldham stated that they were in total agreement on these issues and the message was 
received from the Board.  
 
 
AGENDA ITEM IX—OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Chair Jones stated that there would be a 30-minute reception following the adjournment of the 
meeting. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM X—ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:31 p.m.  
 
 

 

 

 

      Approved, 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      Kae Carpenter, Secretary 
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Agenda Item Summary

Date: March 21, 2019

Agenda Item: Letter of Notification: M.S. in Sustainable Agriculture

___________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTER(S): Provost Lori Bruce

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS: There is an increased interest in safeguarding our natural resources, 
while still meeting the demands of an ever-growing population. This has increased the demand 
for highly trained agronomists, soil scientists, plant breeders, and weed scientists necessary to 
make the technical advances essential to meet future production and sustainability challenges.
The Master of Science Degree in Sustainable Agriculture will address this need and focus on 
developing graduates who are flexible, innovative and able to solve real world problems.

☐ Review ☒ Action ☐ No action required
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Five-year projections are required for baccalaureate and Master's degree programs

Planning year projections are not required but should be included when appropriate.

Planning Year Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
I. Expenditures

A. One-time Expenditures
New/Renovated Space1 -$                   150,000$            150,000$            50,000$              -$                   -$                   -$                   
Equipment -                     25,000                25,000                15,000                -                     -                     -                     
Library -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     
Consultants -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     
Travel -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     
Other -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     
Sub-Total One-time -$                   175,000$            175,000$            65,000$              -$                   -$                   -$                   

B. Recurring Expenditures
Personnel
Administration
Salary -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Benefits -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     
Sub-Total Administration -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   

Faculty
Salary -$                   70,000$              72,100$              74,200$              76,300$              78,400$              -$                   
Benefits -                     33,200                34,144                35,090                36,038                36,989                -                     
Sub-Total Faculty -$                   103,200$            106,244$            109,290$            112,338$            115,389$            -$                   

Support Staff
Salary -$                   13,000$              13,260$              13,525$              13,796$              14,072$              -$                   
Benefits -                     5,460                  5,569                  5,681                  5,794                  5,910                  -                     
Sub-Total Support Staff -$                   18,460$              18,829$              19,206$              19,590$              19,982$              -$                   

Graduate Assistants
Salary -$                   24,000$              24,000$              24,000$              24,000$              24,000$              -$                   
Benefits -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     
Tuition and Fees* (See Below) -                     27,422                28,518                29,660                30,846                32,080                -                     
Sub-Total Graduate Assistants -$                   51,422$              52,518$              53,660$              54,846$              56,080$              -$                   

Operating
Travel -$                   3,000$                3,000$                6,000$                7,000$                7,000$                -$                   
Printing -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     -                     
Equipment -                     5,000                  -                     1,500                  -                     -                     -                     
Other -                     6,000                  6,000                  6,000                  6,000                  6,000                  -                     
Sub-Total Operating -$                   14,000$              9,000$                13,500$              13,000$              13,000$              -$                   

Total Recurring -$                   187,082$            186,591$            195,656$            199,774$            204,451$            -$                   

Tennessee Higher Education Commission
Appendix A:  THEC Financial Projections

Tennessee Tech University 
M.S. Degree in Sustainable Agriculture

Three-year projections are required for associate degrees and undergraduate certificates. 
Projections should include cost of living increases per year.

Seven-year projections are required for doctoral programs.
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Agenda Item Summary

Date: March 21, 2019

Agenda Item: Letter of Notification: M.S. in Community Health & Nutrition

___________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTER(S): Provost Lori Bruce

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS: This degree is designed to provide early-career nutrition and 
dietetics professionals with advanced content knowledge in Community Health and Nutrition, 
and the skills and tools to deliver high quality nutrition services to a variety of populations. The 
focus of the program is to align with new Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics Graduate Degree 
Registration Eligibility Requirements, which go into effect January 1, 2024. The goal is to
provide opportunity for both existing professionals to complete a graduate degree; and current 
students to continue into a graduate program following completion of the undergraduate 
nutrition and dietetics degree.

☐ Review ☒ Action ☐ No action required
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Agenda Item Summary

Date: March 21, 2019

Agenda Item: Transfer of Communication Department

___________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTER(S): Provost Lori Bruce

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS: The Department of Communication will transfer from the College of 
Arts & Sciences to the College of Interdisciplinary Studies. This transfer has received the 
appropriate University approvals. 

☐ Review ☐ Action ☒ No action required
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Agenda Item Summary

Date: March 21, 2019

Agenda Item: TTU Policy 260 (Requirements for a Baccalaureate Degree and Graduation)

___________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTER(S): Provost Lori Bruce

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS: This policy was revised to reflect the new title of Vice President for 
Enrollment Management and Career Placement. Other non-substantive changes were made for 
clarification. 

☐ Review ☒ Action ☐ No action required
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Tennessee Technological University
Policy No. 260

Effective Date:   July 1, 2017

Requirements for a 
Baccalaureate Degree 

and Graduation
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Policy No.: 260
Policy Name: Requirements for a Baccalaureate Degree and Graduation
Date Revised: July 1, 2019

I. Purpose 

This policy establishes and details the requirements for obtaining a Baccalaureate Degree and 
graduating from Tennessee Tech. 

II. Review  

This policy will be reviewed every four years or whenever circumstances require review, 
whichever is earlier, by the Associate Provost, with recommendations for revision presented to 
the Academic Council, University Assembly, and the Board of Trustees.

III. Policy

A. Notwithstanding anything in this policy to the contrary, each student is personally 
responsible for completing all degree and graduation requirements.  While a 
student's advisor may assist the student in identifying and understanding these 
requirements, ultimately it is the student's responsibility to inform himself/herself 
of these requirements. Any substitution, waiver, or exemption for or from any 
applicable requirement or academic standard may be accomplished only pursuant 
to policy and/or with appropriate approvals, as applicable.

B. In order to graduate, a student must meet the requirements of 

1. This policy and

2. The degree requirements of the undergraduate catalog in effect, as determined by 
Tennessee Tech at the time he/she entered the curriculum, provided graduation 
occurs within seven years from the student’s entrance date into the curriculum, or

3. The degree requirements of the catalog in effect at the time of graduation.

C. The relevant departmental chairperson with the approval of the Provost or his/her 
designee and Vice President for Enrollment Management and Career Placement 
may grant, for good cause, an exception to the requirements in Section B, 
provided the exception is limited to any catalog that was in effect at any time 
between the date the student entered the curriculum and the date of graduation 
and was in effect at any time within the seven (7) year period prior to the date of 
graduation.

D. Degree requirements for all students, regardless of date of enrollment in their 
curricula, may be subject to change at any time when the implementation of 
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curricular changes is necessary to maintain quality programs.

E. Students entering a curriculum in any summer term are required to follow the 
catalog for the next academic year.

F. Any credit earned more than ten years prior to the proposed date of graduation is 
subject to review and approval by the academic department of the student's major.

G. General Education Requirements

1. Tennessee Tech requires the successful completion of a lower-division (e.g., 
freshman and sophomore level) general education core curriculum of forty-one 
(41) semester hours as outlined in the Tennessee Tech Undergraduate Catalog in 
the section labeled “General Education Core.”

2. In addition to any other requirements to graduate, students must successfully 
complete six hours of American History, except those students who are majoring 
in Chemical, Civil, Computer, Electrical, Mechanical, or ETSU-TTU Joint 
Engineering Program. In the latter case, if the student has not completed one unit 
of American History in high school, the student will be required to complete 6 
semester hours of American History for the deficiency.

H. Degree Requirements

In order to be awarded a degree from Tennessee Tech, a student must successfully 
fulfill the following requirements:

1. Successfully complete the general education core curriculum requirements, and

2. Successfully complete the curriculum for the major subject and degree chosen. 

a. A student must successfully complete at least 6 semester hours of Tennessee Tech 
3000 or 4000 level courses in the major chosen.

b. A student must successfully complete at least twenty-five percent of the credit for 
the degree requirements, including a minimum of 24 semester hours of 3000 and 
4000 level course credit, at Tennessee Tech.

c. A student must successfully complete a minimum of 120 semester hours, 
including a minimum of 36 hours of 3000 and 4000 level upper-division credit 
approved courses.  Some programs of study require more than 120 semester 
hours.

i. Not more than 60 semester hours may be earned toward a baccalaureate 
degree by Prior Learning Assessment (PLA), including, but not limited to, 
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Advanced Placement, CLEP, International Baccalaureate (IB), special 
examination, correspondence, portfolio credit, or any combination of these.

ii. Not more than 12 semester hours in music ensembles, Physical Education 
1010-1990, and Military Science activity courses may be counted toward a 
baccalaureate degree. 

d. In addition to the requirements of Section III.H.2.b, a student transferring credit 
from a two-year institution must complete a minimum of 50 semester hours at a 
four-year institution.

e. A student must earn a grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.0 (C) as defined 
below:

i. For students who have no transfer credit,

(A) A student must earn a 2.0 GPA calculated on all courses, excluding any 
remedial or developmental courses; and

(B) A student must earn a 2.0 GPA calculated on all major-related courses.  
The courses designated as “major-related” are available in each student’s 
academic degree audit in DegreeWorks.

ii. For student who have transfer credit,

(A) A student must earn a 2.0 GPA calculated on all courses taken at 
Tennessee Tech, excluding any remedial or developmental courses; and

(B) A student must earn a 2.0 GPA calculated on all major-related courses 
taken at Tennessee Tech.  The courses designated as “major-related” are 
available in each student’s academic degree audit in DegreeWorks; and

(C) Except as provided in (E) below, a student must earn a 2.0 GPA
calculated on all courses taken, including courses taken at Tennessee 
Tech and courses transferred from all institutions; and

(D) Except as provided in (E) below, a student must earn a 2.0 GPA
calculated on all major-related courses, including courses taken at 
Tennessee Tech and courses transferred from all institutions.  The 
courses designated as “major-related” are available in each student’s 
academic degree audit in DegreeWorks.

(E) A student whose transfer credits are applied to any term after spring 
semester of 2015 will not have the grades associated with those credits 
calculated in the GPA or the major-related GPA.
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f. Students who are majoring in areas other than business but are taking course work 
in the College of Business must limit credit in business courses to 30 hours of the 
degree requirements as required by the Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business (“AACSB”).

3. Notwithstanding anything in this policy to the contrary, Tennessee Tech may 
make reasonable academic adjustments to degree requirements for qualified 
students with disabilities, as determined by joint agreement of the Office of 
Disability Services and the Office of Enrollment Management and Student 
Success, after consultation with the college dean and department chairperson, if 
appropriate.  Students with a disability requiring academic adjustments and 
accommodations must contact the Office of Disability Services.

I. Academic Minor Requirements

1. The awarding of a minor at Tennessee Tech requires the successful completion of 
a minimum of 15 hours of specified course work in the relevant area of discipline, 
in addition to fulfilling the requirements for a degree detailed in Section I above.  
Successfully completed courses may simultaneously fulfill a student’s degree 
requirements and the requirements for a minor.   

2. A student may elect to complete multiple minors; however, no more than two 
minors will appear on the student’s academic transcript. 

3. The specific course requirements for each minor offered at Tennessee Tech may 
be found in the portion of the applicable Undergraduate Catalog addressing the 
relevant academic area or discipline.

4. A student may not earn a minor in the same academic program as his/her major.

5. A student may not earn a minor in the same academic program as his/her 
concentration.

6. A student who wishes to substitute any course requirements for a minor must 
receive the approval of the academic unit responsible for the minor requirements.  
A list of available minors and the ownership of programs is available on the 
Tennessee Tech Office of the Registrar – Minors web page.

J. Graduation Requirements

1. In addition to completing the degree requirements detailed above, in order to
graduate from Tennessee Tech a student must fulfill the following requirements:

a. All candidates for an undergraduate degree must file an application for graduation 
found on the Tennessee Tech Undergraduate Graduation web page no later than 
the deadlines provided below:
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i. For students planning to graduate in the spring semester, the graduation 
application must be filed no later than September 1 of the previous year;

ii. For students planning to graduate in the summer semester, the graduation 
application must be filed no later than December 1 of the previous year;

iii. For students planning to graduate in the fall semester, the graduation 
application must be filed no later than May 1 of that year.

b. With the exception of grades for courses taken at another institution during the 
student’s final semester before graduation (“transfer grades”), all requirements for 
graduation, including, but not limited to, substitution forms, grade changes, 
major/minor changes, and requests for exception, must be received by the 
Graduation Office no later than two (2) days prior to graduation date.  In addition, 
all transcripts related to transfer grades must be received by the Graduation Office 
no later than two (2) weeks after the graduation date.   The receipt of such 
transcripts more than two (2) weeks after the graduation date will result in the 
student’s graduation occurring at the end of the next semester.

2. Students who complete degree requirements during the summer term will be 
allowed to participate in commencement activities along with the fall term 
graduates in December.

K. Exceptions or Appeals

1. A student wishing to request an exception to any portion of this policy may 
complete the Request for Exception Form and submit it to the Office of Academic 
Services.

2. The Director of Academic Services will notify the student of approval or denial of 
his/her request within 14 calendar days of receipt of the request.

3. A student may appeal the decision of the Director of Academic Services by 
submitting a written appeal letter to the Vice President for Enrollment 
Management and Career Placement within 14 calendar days from the notice of the 
decision.  At this time, the student may supply any additional or supplemental 
information he/she believes is pertinent to the request.

4. The Vice President for Enrollment Management and Career Placement, in 
consultation with the Provost or his/her designee, will convene a sub-committee 
of the Admissions and Credits Committee to consider the student’s written appeal.  
The Vice President for Enrollment Management and Career Placement on behalf 
of the sub-committee will notify the student in writing of its decision no later than 
14 calendar days after receipt of the appeal and all supporting information.

March 21, 2019, Board Agenda and Materials - Academic & Student Affairs Committee Report and Recommendations

117



6

5. The decision of the sub-committee of the Admissions and Credits Committee is 
final.

IV. Interpretation

The Provost or his/her designee has the final authority to interpret the terms of this policy.

V. Citation of Authority for Policy 

T.C.A. § 49-8-203(a)(1)(B)

Approved by:

Academic Council:   November 9, 2016; January 23, 2019

University Assembly:   November 16, 2016; xxx xx, 2019

Board of Trustees:  June 15, 2017; xxx xx, 2019
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Agenda Item Summary

Date: March 21, 2019

Agenda Item: TTU Policy 261 (Academic Credit from Other Institutions)

___________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTER(S): Provost Lori Bruce

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS: This policy was revised to reflect the new title of Vice President for 
Enrollment Management and Career Placement. Other non-substantive changes were made for 
clarification. 

☐ Review ☒ Action ☐ No action required
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Tennessee Technological University
Policy No. 261

Effective Date:  July 1, 2015

Academic
Credit from

Other
Institutions
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Policy No.: 261
Policy Name: Academic Credit from Other Institutions
Date Revised:  July 1, 2019

I. Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to create uniform standards in awarding academic credits from 
other institution.

II. Review  

This policy will be reviewed every four years or whenever circumstances require review, 
whichever is earlier, by the Associate Provost, with recommendations for revision presented to 
the Academic Council, University Assembly, and the Board of Trustees.

III. Policy

A. An applicant or student must submit to Tennessee Tech an official transcript 
showing all post-secondary coursework taken at any institution of higher 
education.  Failure to submit any transcript of previous work will be considered as 
falsification of the record and may result in the dismissal of the student.

B. Tennessee Tech will determine, in its sole discretion, which credits it will accept.

C. Coursework accepted for credit toward an undergraduate degree must represent 
collegiate coursework relevant to the degree, with course content and level of 
instruction resulting in student competencies at least equivalent to those enrolled 
in Tennessee Tech’s undergraduate degree programs.

D. A transfer student whose transcript(s) indicate satisfactory completion of the 
General Education program established in Tennessee Transfer Pathway shall be 
exempted from taking additional courses that normally are a part of the general 
education requirements of Tennessee Tech, except where teacher certification 
regulations, major field requirements, or professional accreditation agencies 
require the inclusion of such courses in the program of studies.

E. Matters regarding Advanced Placement (AP) credit

1. Tennessee Tech will accept the advanced placement credit awarded by another 
board of regents state university or a Tennessee Board of Regents community 
college.

2. A student who has earned advanced placement credit at an institution that uses a 
lesser score to award such credit may still have that credit transferred to 
Tennessee Tech, provided the student has completed the next successive course in 
the sequence with a grade of C or better.
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F. Tennessee Tech fully supports the Tennessee Transfer Pathway (TTP) program 
coordinated by the Tennessee Board of Regents.  A student who completes all the 
courses listed on a particular Transfer Pathway and earns an Associate of Arts or 
an Associate of Science degree from a TBR community college will have those 
courses accepted for credit and count toward the completion of the baccalaureate 
degree in the particular major.

G. In addition to the requirements of Tennessee Tech Policy 260 (Requirements for a 
Baccalaureate Degree and Graduation), a student transferring credit from a two-
year institution must complete a minimum of 50 semester hours at a four-year 
institution.  

H. Tennessee Tech reserves the right to limit transfer credit in religious studies to a 
maximum of 12 semester hours.

I. Matters regarding transfer credit from institutions abroad

1. With the exception of a student enrolled in the Tennessee Tech Study Abroad 
Program, an undergraduate student (domestic, permanent resident, or 
international) who completes coursework abroad shall refer to Policy 243 (IV.B) 
regarding the evaluation and transfer of coursework from international institutions 
to Tennessee Tech.

2. Tennessee Tech will post credits and grades from institutions abroad only in 
accordance with the evaluation received from the National Association of 
Credential Evaluation Services (NACES) member organization.

3. A student must submit transcripts to the Undergraduate Admissions Office or to 
the Office of International Education, as appropriate.  The Undergraduate 
Admissions Office can answer questions related to this requirement. 

4. A student must submit to Tennessee Tech an official transcript showing all post-
secondary coursework taken at any foreign institution of higher education.  
Failure to submit any transcript of previous work will be considered as 
falsification of the record and may result in the dismissal of the student.

J. Matters regarding credit by professional certificate or non-credit courses.

1. Academic credit may be awarded for professional certification or non-credit 
courses.  

2. Requests for the award of such credit must be submitted to the departmental 
chairperson of the department in which credit is being sought.  As the executor of 
departmental policy, he/she will evaluate the requests and submit a 
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recommendation to accept or reject them to the college dean and to the Office of 
Academic Services for final approval.

K. Matters regarding the establishment of credit by special examination.

1. A student who has had sufficient training or experience in a subject to merit the 
establishment of credit by comprehensive examination but who has not enrolled 
in the same, comparable, or higher level course at the college level may request 
the privilege of taking a special examination prepared by the department involved.

2. A student must submit a completed request for special examination to the Office 
of Academic Services.  Additionally, a student must submit the fee payment of 
$20.00 per semester hour to the Business Office.

3. Tennessee Tech will award credit based on the results of such special 
examinations to a student’s permanent record.  

4. Only grades of A, B, C, D, or F will be assigned to such special examination 
courses.

5. A student must be enrolled at Tennessee Tech in order to take a special 
examination.

6. No more than 33 total semester hours of credit earned by correspondence and/or 
special examinations may be counted toward graduation.

L. Matters related to students wishing to take courses at other institutions.

1. Except in cases where Tennessee Tech has already developed a course-by-course 
articulation as displayed on the Tennessee Tech Transfer website, a Tennessee 
Tech student who wishes to take courses at another institution with the intention 
of transferring this credit to Tennessee Tech should have prior written approval 
from the dean of the school or college in which the student proposes to graduate.  
The student should submit to the Office of Academic Services a completed 
Request to Study at Another Institution Form.  

2. A student who takes courses without such approval must present the coursework 
to the Office of Academic Services for evaluation and approval or denial.  

3. The student must immediately furnish official transcripts upon completion of such 
coursework.

4. Tennessee Tech will not award credit for correspondence courses in English
Composition or in courses that include laboratory work.
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M. Exceptions or Appeals

1. A student wishing to request an exception to any portion of this policy may 
complete the Request for Exception Form and submit it to the Office of Academic 
Services.

2. The Director of Academic Services will notify the student of approval or denial of 
his/her request within 14 calendar days of receipt of the request.

3. A student may appeal the decision of the Director of Academic Services by 
submitting a written appeal letter to the Vice President for Enrollment 
Management and Career Placement no later than 14 calendar days after 
notification of the decision of the Director of Academic Services.  At this time, 
the student may supply any additional or supplemental information he/she 
believes is pertinent to the request.

4. The Vice President for Enrollment Management and Career Placement, in 
consultation with the Provost or his/her designee, will convene a sub-committee 
of the Admissions and Credits Committee to hear the student’s appeal.  

5. The Vice President for Enrollment Management and Career Placement on behalf 
of the sub-committee will notify the student in writing of its decision no later than 
14 calendar days after receipt of the appeal and all supporting information.

6. The decision of the sub-committee of the Admissions and Credits Committee is 
final.

IV. Interpretation 

The Provost or his/her designee has the final authority to interpret the terms of this policy.

V. Citation of Authority for Policy 

T.C.A. § 49-8-203; T.C.A. § 49-7-202

Approved by:

Academic Council:  2015-04-15; 2019-01-23

University Assembly:  2015-04-22; 2019-xx-xx

Board of Trustees: 2019-xx-xx
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Agenda Item Summary

Date: March 21, 2019

Agenda Item: TTU Policy 263 (Academic Retention Standards)

___________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTER(S): Provost Lori Bruce

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS: This policy was revised to reflect the new title of Vice President for 
Enrollment Management and Career Placement. Other non-substantive changes were made for 
clarification. 

☐ Review ☒ Action ☐ No action required
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Tennessee Technological University
Policy No. 263

Effective Date:  July 1, 2015
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Policy No.: 263
Policy Name: Undergraduate Academic Retention Standards
Policy Subject:  Requirements for continued enrollment of undergraduate students
Date Revised:  July 1, 2019

I. Purpose

This policy creates uniform requirements for continued enrollment of undergraduate students.

II. Review

This policy will be reviewed every four years or whenever circumstances require review, 
whichever is earlier, by the Associate Provost, with recommendations for revision presented to 
the Academic Council, University Assembly, and the Board of Trustees.

III. Definition

Quality Point Average (QPA) – average number of quality points earned per credit hour. Quality 
point assignments are defined in Policy 264 Grades, Grading and Examinations.

Cumulative Quality Point Average/Overall Combined GPA – a GPA calculated on all Tennessee 
Tech courses and transfer courses including remedial and developmental.  It will not include 
transfer credit after spring 2015.

Semester Quality Point Average/Term Combined GPA – a GPA calculated on Tennessee Tech
coursework for an individual term only. This GPA includes remedial and developmental 
coursework.

IV. Policy

A. Tennessee Tech uses the following table (Retention Table) to describe the 
minimum standards for continued undergraduate enrollment at Tennessee Tech:

Column 1 Column 2

Cumulative Quality Hours 
Attempted Minus First 
Repeats (denoted as GPA Hrs 
on the Tennessee Tech 
transcript)

Required Minimum 
Cumulative Quality Point 
Average (denoted as Overall 
Combined GPA on the 
Tennessee Tech transcript)

Required Minimum Semester
Quality Point Average (denoted 
as Term Combined GPA on the 
Tennessee Tech transcript)

0.0 - 29.09 1.5 1.5

29.10 - 50.09 1.75 1.75

50.10 - and above 2.0 2.0
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B. A student who fails to satisfy the required minimum semester QPA (Retention 
Table, column 2) will be placed on academic warning, provided the student’s 
cumulative QPA is satisfactory (Retention Table, column 1).  

C. A student who has been placed on academic warning and who fails in the next 
semester enrolled to meet the required minimum semester QPA (Retention Table, 
column 2) will be placed on academic probation.  

D. A student who fails to satisfy the required minimum cumulative QPA (Retention 
Table, column 1) will be placed on academic probation.

E. In cases where, concurrently, the semester QPA would indicate academic warning 
and the cumulative QPA would indicate academic probation, the student will be 
placed on academic probation. 

F. A student on academic probation will not be allowed to enroll in more than 
sixteen hours and must remove the academic probation status the next enrolled 
semester by meeting or exceeding the requirements of the Retention Table.  

G. A student on academic probation who meets the required minimum semester QPA 
(Retention Table, column 2) but does not meet the required minimum cumulative 
QPA (Retention Table, column 1) as described in the Retention Table will 
continue on academic probation.

H. Unless otherwise allowed in Section IV.G., a student who has been placed on 
academic probation and who fails in the next semester enrolled to meet both the 
required minimum cumulative QPA (Retention Table, column 1) and required 
minimum semester QPA (Retention Table, column 2) will be suspended for a 
minimum of one semester.

I. The summer term does not count as the term of suspension.

J. A student suspended for a second time will not be allowed to enroll for courses at 
Tennessee Tech for one calendar year.

K. A student suspended for a third time (or more) will not be allowed to enroll for 
courses at Tennessee Tech for two calendar years.

L. A student may seek readmission after suspension by following the requirements
of Tennessee Tech Policy 1202.

V. Interpretation 

The President or his/her designee has the final authority to interpret the terms of this policy.
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VI. Citation of Authority for Policy 

T.C.A. 49-8-203

Approved by:

Academic Council:  2019-01-23; 2015-04-22

University Assembly: 2019-xx-xx; 2015-04-22

Board of Trustees: 2019-xx-xx
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Agenda Item Summary

Date: March 21, 2019

Agenda Item: TTU Policy 121 and Rule

___________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTER(S): Katie Williams

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS: This policy and these rules provide a uniform basis upon which 
Tennessee Tech can regulate and facilitate the use of Tennessee Tech Property for Affiliated 
Users and for Free Speech Activities.

☐ Review ☒ Action ☐ No action required
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Department of State 
Division of Publications 
312 Rosa L. Parks Ave., 8th Floor, Snodgrass/TN Tower 
Nashville, TN 37243 
Phone: 615-741-2650 
Email: publications.information@tn.gov 

For Department of State Use Only  

Sequence Number:  

Rule ID(s):  

File Date:  

Effective Date:  
 

 
Proposed Rule(s) Filing Form 
 
Proposed rules are submitted pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 4-5-202, 4-5-207, and 4-5-229 in lieu of a rulemaking hearing.  It is the intent of 
the Agency to promulgate these rules without a rulemaking hearing unless a petition requesting such hearing is filed within ninety (90) days of 
the filing of the proposed rule with the Secretary of State. To be effective, the petition must be filed with the Agency and be signed by ten (10) 
persons who will be affected by the amendments, or submitted by a municipality which will be affected by the amendments, or an association 
of ten (10) or more members, or any standing committee of the General Assembly. The agency shall forward such petition to the Secretary of 
State.  
 
Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-5-229, any new fee or fee increase promulgated by state agency rule shall take effect on July 1, following 
the expiration of the ninety (90) day period as provided in § 4-5-207. This section shall not apply to rules that implement new fees or fee 
increases that are promulgated as emergency rules pursuant to § 4-5-208(a) and to subsequent rules that make permanent such emergency 
rules, as amended during the rulemaking process. In addition, this section shall not apply to state agencies that did not, during the preceding 
two (2) fiscal years, collect fees in an amount sufficient to pay the cost of operating the board, commission or entity in accordance with § 4-29-
121(b). 
 
Agency/Board/Commission: Tennessee Technological University 

Division:  
Contact Person: Marc Burnett, Vice President for Student Affairs 

Address: 1000 N. Dixie Avenue, Cookeville, TN 
Zip: 38505 

Phone: (931) 372-3411 
Email: mburnett@tntech.edu 

 
Revision Type (check all that apply): 
 Amendment 
X New 
 Repeal 
 

 
Rule(s) (ALL chapters and rules contained in filing must be listed here. If needed, copy and paste additional 
tables to accommodate multiple chapters.  Please make sure that ALL new rule and repealed rule numbers are 
listed in the chart below.  Please enter only ONE Rule Number/Rule Title per row) 
 
Chapter Number Chapter Title 
0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities 
Rule Number Rule Title 
0240-09-06-.01 Purpose and Implementation 
0240-09-06-.02 Definitions 
0240-09-06-.03 General Policy 
0240-09-06-.04 General Conditions for Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated and Non-affiliated 

Users 
0240-09-06-.05 Application Requirements and Use of Tennessee Tech Property Applicable to All Users 
0240-09-06-.06 Specific Provisions Related to Affiliated Users 
0240-09-06-.07 Requirements Related to Free Speech Activities of Non-affiliated Users 
0240-09-06-.08 Denial or Limitation of Application for Use of Facilities 
0240-09-06-.09 Indemnification and Insurance Requirements 
0240-09-06-.10 Distribution of Leaflets, Literature, Pamphlets, Etc. 
0240-09-06-.11 Commercial Use of Tennessee Tech Property 
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0240-09-06-.12 Solicitation of Funds 
0240-09-06-.13 Bulletin Boards and Approved Areas for Posting 
0240-09-06-.14 Compliance with Contractual Obligations 
0240-09-06-.15 Exceptions 
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Rules  
Of 

Tennessee Technological University 
 

Chapter 0240-09-06 
Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities 

 
New Chapter 

 
Table of Contents is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for 
Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.01 Purpose and Implementation 
0240-09-06-.02 Definitions 
0240-09-06-.03 General Policy 
0240-09-06-.04 General Conditions for Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated and Non-affiliated Users 
0240-09-06-.05 Application Requirements and Use of Tennessee Tech Property Applicable to All Users 
0240-09-06-.06 Specific Provisions Related to Affiliated Users 
0240-09-06-.07 Requirements Related to Free Speech Activities of Non-affiliated Users 
0240-09-06-.08 Denial or Limitation of Application for Use of Facilities 
0240-09-06-.09 Indemnification and Insurance Requirements 
0240-09-06-.10 Distribution of Leaflets, Literature, Pamphlets, Etc. 
0240-09-06-.11 Commercial Use of Tennessee Tech Property 
0240-09-06-.12 Solicitation of Funds 
0240-09-06-.13 Bulletin Boards and Approved Areas for Posting 
0240-09-06-.14 Compliance with Contractual Obligations 
0240-09-06-.15 Exceptions 
 
0240-09-06-.01 Purpose and Implementation is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property 
by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.01 Purpose and Implementation 
 

(1) The purpose of this rule is to provide a uniform basis upon which Tennessee Tech can regulate and 
facilitate the use of Tennessee Tech Property for Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities. 
   

(2) This rule is intended to operate consistently with Tennessee Tech’s educational and research purpose 
and mission through the implementation of constitutional time, place, and manner restrictions and 
reasonable content and viewpoint-neutral restrictions, as appropriate for the forum and category of the 
User.   
 

(3) This rule shall be implemented and construed so as to preserve the primacy of Tennessee Tech’s 
educational and research purpose and mission and to protect the safety of persons and security of 
property, and to prevent use of Tennessee Tech Property contrary to federal and state laws, rules, 
regulations, and Tennessee Tech policies.  

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.02 Definitions is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users 
and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.02 Definitions 
 

(1) Affiliated Use: The use of Tennessee Tech Property by an Affiliated User for a reason associated with the 
Affiliated User’s status. 
 

(2) Affiliated User: Registered student organizations as defined by Tennessee Tech policy or a person 
officially connected with Tennessee Tech, including Students, faculty, and other employees.  The mere 
membership of a Student, faculty, or employee in a group or organization does not convert that group or 
organization to an Affiliated User. 
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(3) Application for Use: Form or process used by Tennessee Tech for Users who wish to reserve and use 

Tennessee Tech Property. 
 

(4) Free Speech Activities: Speech, expression, or assemblies protected by the First Amendment of the 
United States Constitution or Article 1, Section 19 of the Tennessee Constitution, verbal or written, 
including but not limited to all forms of peaceful assembly, protests, demonstrations, rallies, vigils, 
marches, public speaking, distribution of printed materials, carrying signs, displays, or circulating 
petitions.  “Free Speech Activities” do not include the promotion, sale, or distribution of any product or 
service. 
 

(5) Non-affiliated Use: The use of Tennessee Tech Property for activities other than Affiliated Use. 
 

(6) Non-affiliated User: Any person, group, or organization that is not an Affiliated User. 
 

(7) Normal Administrative Activities: For the purposes of this rule only, “Normal Educational Activities” means 
activities that fall within the scope of a Tennessee Tech employee’s job-related duties, activities, or 
responsibilities.  
 

(8) Normal Educational Activities: Activities that occur outside of the scheduled class period to enhance and 
to continue student learning and project completion.  These include but are not limited to the following:  
small group study sessions (whether organized by students, tutors, instructors or teachers), review 
sessions, open labs, student-teacher conferences, and students working together on class projects. 
 

(9) Official Tennessee Tech Purpose: Use of Tennessee Tech Property by student groups/organizations, 
administrative offices, and/or departments for events, programs, activities, etc. that primarily support 
Tennessee Tech’s purpose and mission and/or are planned primarily for members of the Tennessee 
Tech community. 
 

(10) Student: A person who is currently enrolled in a Tennessee Tech credit course of study or a student 
organization that is comprised entirely of individuals currently enrolled in credit courses of study and 
registered with Tennessee Tech. 
 

(11) Tennessee Tech Official: An employee or agent of Tennessee Tech, including but not limited to university 
police, faculty members, and staff, acting in the performance of his/her duties, as well as Student 
employees, including but not limited to event staff, resident assistants, and graduate or teaching 
assistants. 
 

(12) Tennessee Tech Property or Property: All facilities and property owned, leased, or controlled by 
Tennessee Tech. 
 

(13) User: Both Affiliated and Non-affiliated Users. 
 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.03 General Policy is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated 
Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.03 General Policy 
 

(1) Use of Tennessee Tech Property is restricted to Affiliated Users and invited guests of Tennessee Tech, 
except as specifically provided by rules, laws related to free speech, or when part or all of Tennessee 
Tech’s campus, buildings, or facilities is open to the general public for a designated time and purpose. 
 

(2) Use of Tennessee Tech Property shall be through a process of Application for Use, except as provided by 
state law related to free speech on campuses and, absent unusual circumstances, for use for Normal 
Educational or Administrative Activities. 
 

(3) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, Tennessee Tech, in its sole 
discretion, may restrict use of Tennessee Tech Property during periods that are dedicated to Tennessee 
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Tech activities. Such periods include but are not limited to the final week of classes, final examination 
periods, welcome or homecoming weeks, etc. 
 

(4) Tennessee Tech will publish a list of Property available for use by Affiliated Users and the 
office/department responsible for accepting and processing the Application for Use. 
 

(5) Tennessee Tech will publish a list of spaces designated for Free Speech Activities by Non-affiliated Users 
and the process for Application for Use. 
 

(6) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, Tennessee Tech Property not 
specifically identified as available for use is specifically unavailable for use other than for Normal 
Educational or Administrative Activities.   

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.04 General Conditions for Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated and Non-affiliated Users is 
added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities 
and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.04 General Conditions for Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated and Non-affiliated Users 
 

(1) Users and use of the Property must comply with federal and state laws, rules, regulations, and 
Tennessee Tech policies, including but not limited to applicable fire and safety codes and policies related 
to the protection of minors on campus. 
 

(2) Tennessee Tech shall have the right to terminate immediately the use of Tennessee Tech Property by 
any User due to a violation or violations of any federal or state law(s), rule(s), regulation(s), or Tennessee 
Tech policy or policies. 
 

(3) Sound amplification equipment may be used only when prior approval has been requested and granted 
by the Tennessee Tech Official in charge of approving the Application for Use, taking into account 
Tennessee Tech’s purpose and mission and the nature of the requested Tennessee Tech Property, 
location, time of day, manner, volume, etc.  
 

(4) A Student may not allow a Non-affiliated User to use Tennessee Tech Property in her/his/its name in 
order to circumvent or to avoid the requirements of Tennessee Tech’s rule or policies related to rental of 
Tennessee Tech Property.  
 

(5) Consistent with state law related to free speech on campuses, a Student or a faculty member may invite a 
guest speaker, provided the Student or faculty is responsible for all matters related to the activity or event.   

 
(a) The responsibilities of the Student or faculty member include but are not limited to the following: 

 
1. Submitting an Application for Use and receiving approval for the use of the requested Property; 

 
2. Acting as the primary contact and communicator for facility needs and campus services; 

 
3. Assuming responsibility for working with and resolving problems related to the activity or event, 

including any damages caused by the guest speaker, invitees, or guests; 
 

4. Ensuring the invitees and guests follow Tennessee Tech rules, policies, regulations, guidelines, 
and procedures; and  
 

5. Ensuring all financial obligations for the activity or event are met. 
 

(b) The Student or faculty member must be present at the activity or event for the duration of the event.  
 

(6) An affiliated entity may sponsor an activity or event that would ordinarily be deemed a Non-affiliated Use 
if the activity or event is directly related to the purpose and mission of the affiliated entity and Tennessee 
Tech. 
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(a) In order to sponsor such an activity or event, the affiliated entity must be responsible for all matters 

related to the activity or event. The affiliated entity’s responsibilities include but are not limited to the 
following: 
 
1. Submitting an Application for Use and receiving approval for the activity or event; 

 
2. Seeking and obtaining all necessary campus approvals and authorizations for the activity or 

event; 
 

3. Ensuring the affiliated entity’s name is associated with the activity or event; 
 

4. Acting as the primary contact and communicator for facility needs and campus services; 
 

5. Assuming responsibility for working with and resolving problems related to the activity or event, 
including any damages caused by the activity or event;  
 

6. Ensuring the invitees and guests follow Tennessee Tech policies, regulations, guidelines, and 
procedures; and  
 

7. Ensuring all financial obligations for the activity or event are met. 
 

(b) An affiliated entity must ensure that its members, including at least one (1) officer of the affiliated 
entity, are present at the activity or event for the duration of the activity or event. 
 

(7) Users of Tennessee Tech Property are responsible for all aspects of the activity or event, including but 
not limited to the conduct of the invitees and guests, set up, break down, clean up, etc. 
 

(8) User must return Tennessee Tech Property in the same condition it was in when made available to the 
User. User will be responsible for all expenses incurred by Tennessee Tech to remedy the condition of 
damaged Tennessee Tech Property.  
 

(9) Use of Tennessee Tech Property shall be limited to the declared purpose in the Application for Use. 
 

(10) Tennessee Tech will not permit overnight use of Tennessee Tech Property unless specifically requested 
and approved in writing by the Tennessee Tech Official in charge of approving the Application for Use. 
 

(11) All persons on Tennessee Tech Property in conjunction with an activity or event shall provide adequate 
identification upon request to Tennessee Tech Officials and security personnel. Persons or groups who 
refuse to provide such identification may be subject to immediate removal from Tennessee Tech 
Property, to campus disciplinary action, and/or to arrest, as appropriate. 
 

(12) Users are restricted to the area of Tennessee Tech Property approved for their use. 
 

(13) The use and/or possession of alcoholic beverages on Tennessee Tech Property is prohibited unless 
approved pursuant to Tennessee Tech policies related to alcohol on Tennessee Tech Property. 
 

(14) Users shall not:  
 
(a) Block or substantially impede vehicular, bicycle, pedestrian, or other traffic; 

 
(b) Block or substantially impede entrances or exits to Tennessee Tech Property; 

 
(c) Substantially disrupt or interfere with Tennessee Tech operations, activities, or events; 

  
(d) Substantially disrupt or interfere with the ability of a Student to sleep or study in a Tennessee Tech 

residence hall during the hours designated by Tennessee Tech as quiet hours, or the ability of a 
Student to study in the Tennessee Tech library or in a designated study area; 
 

(e) Engage in speech that is obscene; is defamatory; consists of fighting words; communicates an 
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objectively serious expression of intent to commit an act of unlawful violence to a particular individual 
or group; or is directed to inciting or producing imminent lawless action and is likely to incite or 
produce such action;  
 

(f) Unreasonably threaten the health or safety of another person; or 
 

(g) Damage or deface Tennessee Tech Property, including but not limited to grass, shrubs, trees, or 
other landscaping. 

 
(15) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, User may be required to pay certain 

fees or costs, including but not limited to maintenance, custodial, utilities, set-up, and/or security, related 
to the nature of the activity or event and the use of particular Tennessee Tech Property. The fees and 
costs schedule will be applied to all similar uses on a content- and viewpoint-neutral basis. Payment of 
such fees and costs may be required in advance of an activity or event, at the sole discretion of 
Tennessee Tech. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.05 Application Requirements and Use of Tennessee Tech Property Applicable to All Users is added 
to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and 
shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.05 Application Requirements and Use of Tennessee Tech Property Applicable to All Users 
 

(1) Affiliated Users’ requests to use Tennessee Tech Property have priority over requests by Non-affiliated 
Users.  
 

(2) Users may reserve Tennessee Tech Property by following the procedures published by Tennessee Tech. 
 

(3) The Tennessee Tech Official responsible for approving the Application for Use may approve an 
application filed late according to the required time period specified in procedures, if it is determined that 
the use of the requested Tennessee Tech Property can be reasonably accommodated. Approval of late 
applications shall be within the sole discretion of the Tennessee Tech Official, whose decision will be 
final. 
 

(4) The Tennessee Tech Official responsible for approving the Application for Use will provide written notice 
of approval or disapproval of the Application for Use to the applicant within a reasonable time from the 
date the application is submitted. Such notices may be made electronically. 
 

(5) Notices of disapproval shall include a statement of the basis for disapproval, which shall be based solely 
on content- and viewpoint-neutral factors. 
 

(6) An applicant must receive written approval of an Application for Use prior to the commencement of the 
activity or event.   

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.06 Specific Provisions Related to Affiliated Users is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee 
Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.06 Specific Provisions Related to Affiliated Users 
 

(1) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, Tennessee Tech may limit use or 
availability of Tennessee Tech Property. 
 

(2) Affiliated Users are required to submit an Application for Use for open-air (open space) activities and 
events if any of the following apply: 
 

March 21, 2019, Board Agenda and Materials - Academic & Student Affairs Committee Report and Recommendations

151



SS-7038 (October 2018)  RDA 1693 
 

8 

(a) The Affiliated User wants to be assured that the Property will be available for use at the preferred 
time; 
 

(b) The activity or event will involve more than twenty-five (25) participants, including expected invitees or 
guests; 
 

(c) User intends to serve, provide, or distribute food that exceeds the limits described in Tennessee Tech 
policies related to food purchases; 
 

(d) User intends to use equipment including but not limited to tables and stages or utilities, including but 
not limited to water or electricity;  
 

(e) The activity or event includes the use of signs, banners, posters, and/or other displays causing 
ground penetration or attached to Tennessee Tech Property; 
 

(f) User intends to erect any structure, platform, edifice, or similar construct; or 
 

(g)  User intends to use sound amplification. 
 
 

(3) Use of Tennessee Tech equipment in connection with the use of Tennessee Tech Property is subject to 
the prior approval of the Tennessee Tech Official in charge of approving the Application for Use. 
 

(4) All signs, displays, structures, etc. must be stable and safe for their intended use. 
 

(5) Affiliated Users may obtain permission for the repeated use of a particular Tennessee Tech Property 
without requiring repeated application and approval for each occurrence of the activity or event if the 
meetings are limited to Affiliated Users. 
 

Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.07 Requirements Related to Free Speech Activities of Non-affiliated Users is added to Chapter 
0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as 
follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.07 Requirements Related to Free Speech Activities of Non-affiliated Users 
 

(1) Non-affiliated Users’ use of Tennessee Tech Property for any purpose other than Free Speech Activities 
is governed by Tennessee Tech’s rule and policies related to rental of Tennessee Tech Property. 
 

(2) Non-affiliated Users must submit an Application for Use for Free Speech Activities and receive approval 
prior to any Free Speech Activities.   
 

(3) Non-affiliated Users may not use Tennessee Tech equipment during the Free Speech Activities. 
 

(4) Provided the specific Tennessee Tech Property is available for use by Non-affiliated Users for Free 
Speech Activities, a Non-affiliated User may reserve Tennessee Tech Property for Free Speech Activities 
two (2) times per month, for a period not to exceed sixteen (16) hours monthly. Tennessee Tech may, in 
its sole discretion, waive this limit. 
 

(5) Children under the age of eighteen (18) are not permitted to participate in the Free Speech Activities 
unless accompanied and supervised by an adult. 

 
(6) A Non-affiliated User shall not: 

 
(a) Build or erect any structure, platform, edifice or similar construct; 

 
(b) Place any signs, banners, posters, or other displays on or against, attach them to, or write on any 
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structure or natural feature of Tennessee Tech Property, including but not limited to doors, buildings, 
windows, walls, the surface of walkways or roads, fountains, utility poles, lampposts, waste 
receptacles, trees, street signs, benches, bus stops, Tennessee Tech-owned signage, emergency 
phones, railings, newsstands, and utility boxes; or 
 

(c) Use any chalk, paint, or permanent markings on Tennessee Tech Property, including natural 
features.  
 

(7) Tennessee Tech is not responsible for Non-affiliated User’s or invitees’ and guests’ loss, damage, or 
harm to persons, equipment, or property. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.08 Denial or Limitation of Application for Use of Facilities is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of 
Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.08 Denial or Limitation of Application for Use of Facilities 
 

(1) Any denial or limitation of a request to use Tennessee Tech Property shall be consistent with the 
requirements of state law related to free speech on campuses.  
 

(2) Tennessee Tech’s reasons for denying a request may include but are not limited to the following:   
 
(a) The requested Tennessee Tech Property has been previously reserved by another User with equal or 

higher priority; 
 

(b) The applicant’s frequency of previous use exceeds a contemporaneous applicant’s use of the same 
Tennessee Tech Property or exceeds limits on use by Non-affiliated Users; 
 

(c) Use of the requested Tennessee Tech Property would be impractical due to scheduled usage prior to 
or following the requested use; 
 

(d) The applicant or sponsor of the activity or event has knowingly provided inaccurate or false 
information on the Application for Use; 
 

(e) The User or User’s invitees and guests violated federal or state law(s), rule(s), regulation(s), or 
Tennessee Tech policy or policies during a previous use; 
 

(f) The requested Tennessee Tech Property has not been designated as available for use; 
  

(g) The requested Tennessee Tech Property is not available for use during the requested time; 
 

(h) The anticipated size or attendance for the activity or event will exceed building/fire codes, established 
safety standards, and/or the physical or other limitations of the requested Tennessee Tech Property; 
 

(i) The anticipated nature or duration of the activity or event cannot reasonably be accommodated in the 
requested Tennessee Tech Property;  
 

(j) The anticipated size and/or location of the activity or event would cause substantial disruption or 
interference with Normal Educational or Administrative Activities, the educational use of other 
Property or services, or the flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic; 
 

(k) The activity or event conflicts with existing Tennessee Tech contractual obligations; 
 

(l) The activity or event would constitute an immediate and actual danger to Tennessee Tech Students 
and/or employees, or to the peace and security of Tennessee Tech that available law enforcement 
officials could not control with reasonable effort; 
 

(m) The activity or event would be contrary to federal or state laws, rules, regulations or Tennessee Tech 
policies; 
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(n) Tennessee Tech does not have sufficient institutional resources available for the activity or event, as 

determined by the appropriate Tennessee Tech Official(s); or 
 

(o) Other extenuating circumstances exist that, in the sole discretion of Tennessee Tech, prevent or limit 
the use of Tennessee Tech Property. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.09 Indemnification and Insurance Requirements is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee 
Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.09 Indemnification and Insurance Requirements 
 

(1) Users of Tennessee Tech Property shall indemnify Tennessee Tech and hold it harmless from any and all 
liabilities arising out of the use of Tennessee Tech Property, including but not limited to personal injury, 
property damage, court costs, attorney’s fees, and any other damage, whether caused by User, invitees, 
guests, or by User’s employees, agents, or contractors. 
 

(2) Users must provide, upon request, proof of insurance, with types and coverage appropriate for the 
intended use, as determined by the Tennessee Tech Official in charge of approving the Application for 
Use in consultation with the Office for Planning and Finance.  
 

(3) Tennessee Tech may, in its sole discretion, require User to include the State of Tennessee, the 
Tennessee Tech Board of Trustees and/or Tennessee Tech as additionally insured entities on User’s 
insurance policy. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.10 Distribution of Leaflets, Literature, Pamphlets, Etc. is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of 
Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.10 Distribution of Leaflets, Literature, Pamphlets, Etc. 
 

(1) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, Tennessee Tech may limit locations 
where the sale or distribution of literature associated with an activity or event will be allowed. 
 

(2) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, a User must request to distribute or 
sell literature and/or advertisements prior to undertaking such activity or event.  
  

(3) Non-affiliated Users are not allowed to sell or to distribute literature within any Tennessee Tech building 
unless the distribution or sale is pursuant to a contract for rental pursuant to Tennessee Tech rule and 
policies.  
 

(4) No User is allowed to place literature and/or advertisements on vehicles parked on Tennessee Tech 
Property. 
 

(5) Any literature that is distributed or sold and any advertisement must comply with all applicable federal and 
state laws, rules, regulations, and Tennessee Tech policies. 
 

(6) No obscene literature or material, as defined by law, shall be distributed on any Tennessee Tech 
Property. 
 

(7) Users permitted to distribute printed materials pursuant to this rule or Tennessee Tech policy shall refrain 
from littering and may be held responsible for costs incurred as a result of littering. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.11 Commercial Use of Tennessee Tech Property is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee 
Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
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0240-09-06-.11 Commercial Use of Tennessee Tech Property 
 

(1) Tennessee Tech Property may not be used by any User to conduct profit-making activities except when 
engaged in a contractual business relationship with Tennessee Tech or as allowed by a User’s contract 
for rental pursuant to Tennessee Tech rule and policies. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.12 Solicitation of Funds is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by 
Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.12 Solicitation of Funds 
 

(1) Users who engage in gift solicitation, proposals for gift solicitation, or fundraising events conducted for the 
benefit of Tennessee Tech, any Tennessee Tech foundation, or part of Tennessee Tech must receive the 
prior approval of the Vice President for University Advancement or designee. 
 

(2) Solicitation does not include Affiliated Users’ activities or events for the purpose of raising funds to meet 
expenses of an affiliated entity or entities or for a charitable cause.  The funds raised by such activities or 
events must be used for the benefit of the affiliated entity or for charity.  No funds shall be distributed to 
the officers, members, or any individual for personal profit or use.  
 

Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.13 Bulletin Boards and Approved Areas for Posting is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of 
Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.13 Bulletin Boards and Approved Areas for Posting 
 

(1) A Tennessee Tech Official authorized to approve use of a bulletin board or area for posting may specify 
or limit the authorized uses and/or entities for such boards/areas as well as the types of material that may 
be posted, the maximum size and duration of any notice, and any other conditions. 
 

(2) The use of a bulletin board or an area for posting may be subject to the prior approval of the Tennessee 
Tech Official authorized to approve use of the board or area. Use of a board or an area may be denied on 
the basis of one or more of the following:  
 
(a) The person or group is not authorized to use the board or area in question; 

 
(b) The material is not the type authorized for the board or area in question or fails to meet any required 

conditions; 
 

(c) The material is obscene or otherwise violates a federal or state law, rule, regulation, or Tennessee 
Tech policy; or 
 

(d) There is insufficient space available for the material on the board or in the area due to the previous 
posting of other material.   
 

(3) Areas not specifically identified and/or authorized for posting are not available for such purpose for any 
individual or entity, whether Affiliated or Non-affiliated. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.14 Compliance with Contractual Obligations is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee 
Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.14 Compliance with Contractual Obligations 
 

(1) Users must comply with applicable Tennessee Tech contractual obligations, including but not limited to 
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use of Tennessee Tech’s contracted dining service vendor, beverage pouring rights exclusivity, etc.   
 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.15 Exceptions is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users 
and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.15 Exceptions 
 

(1) The President or his/her designee may grant exceptions when, in the President’s or designee’s sole 
discretion, the requested exception is in furtherance of Tennessee Tech’s educational and research 
purpose and mission. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
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* If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rules was as follows: 
 
Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature  

(if required) 
Tom Jones      
Trudy Harper      
Melissa Geist      
Rhedona Rose      
Purna Saggurti      
Johnny Stites      
Teresa Vanhooser      
Barry Wilmore      
      
 
I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of proposed rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted by the                                
Tennessee Tech Board of Trustees on 03/21/2019, and is in compliance with the provisions of T.C.A. § 4-5-222. 
The Secretary of State is hereby instructed that, in the absence of a petition for proposed rules being filed under 
the conditions set out herein and in the locations described, he is to treat the proposed rules as being placed on 
file in his office as rules at the expiration of ninety (90) days of the filing of the proposed rule with the Secretary of 
State. 
 

Date:  

Signature:  

Name of Officer:  

Title of Officer:   
 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on:  

Notary Public Signature:  

My commission expires on:  
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Agency/Board/Commission: 
 
Rule Chapter Number(s):   
 
All proposed rules provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the State of 
Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act, 
Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5.  
 

  
_______________________________  

 Herbert H. Slatery III 
Attorney General and Reporter 

  
 _______________________________ 
 Date 

 
Department of State Use Only 
 

Filed with the Department of State on:  

Effective on:   
 
 

_________________________________ 
Tre Hargett 

Secretary of State
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Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 
 
Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process, all agencies shall 
conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule affects small business.  
 
This rule is not anticipated to have an impact on small business. 
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Impact on Local Governments 
 
Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228 “any rule proposed to be promulgated shall state in a simple 
declarative sentence, without additional comments on the merits of the policy of the rules or regulation, whether 
the rule or regulation may have a projected impact on local governments.”  (See Public Chapter Number 1070 
(http://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/106/pub/pc1070.pdf) of the 2010 Session of the General Assembly)  
 
  This rule is not anticipated to have an impact on local governments. 
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Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 
 
All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(1).  
 
(A) A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 

such rule; 
 

The rule establishes the general conditions and terms by which the Tennessee Tech community can reserve 
Tennessee Tech property for use.  The rule also establishes the general conditions and terms by which non-
affiliated individuals can use a designated space for free speech activities. 

 

 
(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 

promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 
 

TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
(C) Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 

rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 

 
Students and employees are most affected by this rule.  Because Tennessee Tech has had a similar policy in 
place since 2012, Tennessee Tech is not aware of any person, organizations, corporations, or governmental 
entities that would urge rejection of the rule.  Tennessee Tech’s Board of Trustees urges adoption of this rule. 
 
(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 

the rule or the necessity to promulgate the rule; 
 
None of which Tennessee Tech is aware.  
 
(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 

if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less; 
  

 
No impact 
 
(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 

and understanding of the rule;   
 
Marc Burnett, Vice President for Student Affairs 
 
(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 

scheduled meeting of the committees;   
 
Marc Burnett, Vice President for Student Affairs, Katherine Williams, Dean of Students 
 
(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 

will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and   
 
1000 N. Dixie Avenue, Cookeville, TN  38505; (931) 372-3411; mburnett@tntech.edu and kwilliams@tntech.edu   
 
(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests. 

  
N/A 
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Rules  
Of 

Tennessee Technological University 
 

Chapter 0240-09-06 
Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities 

 
New Chapter 

 
Table of Contents is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for 
Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.01 Purpose and Implementation 
0240-09-06-.02 Definitions 
0240-09-06-.03 General Policy 
0240-09-06-.04 General Conditions for Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated and Non-affiliated Users 
0240-09-06-.05 Application Requirements and Use of Tennessee Tech Property Applicable to All Users 
0240-09-06-.06 Specific Provisions Related to Affiliated Users 
0240-09-06-.07 Requirements Related to Free Speech Activities of Non-affiliated Users 
0240-09-06-.08 Denial or Limitation of Application for Use of Facilities 
0240-09-06-.09 Indemnification and Insurance Requirements 
0240-09-06-.10 Distribution of Leaflets, Literature, Pamphlets, Etc. 
0240-09-06-.11 Commercial Use of Tennessee Tech Property 
0240-09-06-.12 Solicitation of Funds 
0240-09-06-.13 Bulletin Boards and Approved Areas for Posting 
0240-09-06-.14 Compliance with Contractual Obligations 
0240-09-06-.15 Exceptions 
 
0240-09-06-.01 Purpose and Implementation is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property 
by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.01 Purpose and Implementation 
 

(1) The purpose of this rule is to provide a uniform basis upon which Tennessee Tech can regulate and 
facilitate the use of Tennessee Tech Property for Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities. 
   

(2) This rule is intended to operate consistently with Tennessee Tech’s educational and research purpose 
and mission through the implementation of constitutional time, place, and manner restrictions and 
reasonable content and viewpoint-neutral restrictions, as appropriate for the forum and category of the 
User.   
 

(3) This rule shall be implemented and construed so as to preserve the primacy of Tennessee Tech’s 
educational and research purpose and mission and to protect the safety of persons and security of 
property, and to prevent use of Tennessee Tech Property contrary to federal and state laws, rules, 
regulations, and Tennessee Tech policies.  

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.02 Definitions is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users 
and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.02 Definitions 
 

(1) Affiliated Use: The use of Tennessee Tech Property by an Affiliated User for a reason associated with the 
Affiliated User’s status. 
 

(2) Affiliated User: Registered student organizations as defined by Tennessee Tech policy or a person 
officially connected with Tennessee Tech, including Students, faculty, and other employees.  The mere 
membership of a Student, faculty, or employee in a group or organization does not convert that group or 
organization to an Affiliated User. 
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(3) Application for Use: Form or process used by Tennessee Tech for Users who wish to reserve and use 

Tennessee Tech Property. 
 

(4) Free Speech Activities: Speech, expression, or assemblies protected by the First Amendment of the 
United States Constitution or Article 1, Section 19 of the Tennessee Constitution, verbal or written, 
including but not limited to all forms of peaceful assembly, protests, demonstrations, rallies, vigils, 
marches, public speaking, distribution of printed materials, carrying signs, displays, or circulating 
petitions.  “Free Speech Activities” do not include the promotion, sale, or distribution of any product or 
service. 
 

(5) Non-affiliated Use: The use of Tennessee Tech Property for activities other than Affiliated Use. 
 

(6) Non-affiliated User: Any person, group, or organization that is not an Affiliated User. 
 

(7) Normal Administrative Activities: For the purposes of this rule only, “Normal Educational Activities” means 
activities that fall within the scope of a Tennessee Tech employee’s job-related duties, activities, or 
responsibilities.  
 

(8) Normal Educational Activities: Activities that occur outside of the scheduled class period to enhance and 
to continue student learning and project completion.  These include, but are not limited to the following:  
small group study sessions (whether organized by students, tutors, instructors or teachers), review 
sessions, open labs, student-teacher conferences, and students working together on class projects. 
 

(9) Official Tennessee Tech Purpose: Use of Tennessee Tech Property by student groups/organizations, 
administrative offices, and/or departments for events, programs, activities, etc. that primarily support 
Tennessee Tech’s purpose and mission and/or are planned primarily for members of the Tennessee 
Tech community. 
 

(10) Student: A person who is currently enrolled in a Tennessee Tech credit course of study or a student 
organization that is comprised entirely of individuals currently enrolled in credit courses of study and 
registered with Tennessee Tech. 
 

(11) Tennessee Tech Official: An employee or agent of Tennessee Tech, including but not limited to university 
police, faculty members, and staff, acting in the performance of his/her duties, as well as Student 
employees, including but not limited to event staff, resident assistants, and graduate or teaching 
assistants. 
 

(12) Tennessee Tech Property or Property: All facilities and property owned, leased, or controlled by 
Tennessee Tech. 
 

(13) User: Both Affiliated and Non-affiliated Users. 
 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.03 General Policy is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated 
Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.03 General Policy 
 

(1) Use of Tennessee Tech Property is restricted to Affiliated Users and invited guests of Tennessee Tech, 
except as specifically provided by rules, laws related to free speech, or when part or all of Tennessee 
Tech’s campus, buildings, or facilities is open to the general public for a designated time and purpose. 
 

(2) Use of Tennessee Tech Property shall be through a process of Application for Use, except as provided by 
state law related to free speech on campuses and, absent unusual circumstances, for use for Normal 
Educational or Administrative Activities. 
 

(3) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, Tennessee Tech, in its sole 
discretion, may restrict use of Tennessee Tech Property during periods that are dedicated to Tennessee 

March 21, 2019, Board Agenda and Materials - Academic & Student Affairs Committee Report and Recommendations

163



SS-7038 (October 2018)  RDA 1693 
 

20 

Tech activities. Such periods include but are not limited to the final week of classes, final examination 
periods, welcome or homecoming weeks, etc. 
 

(4) Tennessee Tech will publish a list of Property available for use by Affiliated Users and the 
office/department responsible for accepting and processing the Application for Use. 
 

(5) Tennessee Tech will publish a list of spaces designated for Free Speech Activities by Non-affiliated Users 
and the process for Application for Use. 
 

(6) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, Tennessee Tech Property not 
specifically identified as available for use is specifically unavailable for use other than for Normal 
Educational or Administrative Activities.   

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.04 General Conditions for Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated and Non-affiliated Users is 
added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities 
and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.04 General Conditions for Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated and Non-affiliated Users 
 

(1) Users and use of the Property must comply with federal and state laws, rules, regulations, and 
Tennessee Tech policies, including but not limited to applicable fire and safety codes and policies related 
to the protection of minors on campus. 
 

(2) Tennessee Tech shall have the right to terminate immediately the use of Tennessee Tech Property by 
any User due to a violation or violations of any federal or state law(s), rule(s), regulation(s), or Tennessee 
Tech policy or policies. 
 

(3) Sound amplification equipment may be used only when prior approval has been requested and granted 
by the Tennessee Tech Official in charge of approving the Application for Use, taking into account 
Tennessee Tech’s purpose and mission and the nature of the requested Tennessee Tech Property, 
location, time of day, manner, volume, etc.  
 

(4) A Student may not allow a Non-affiliated User to use Tennessee Tech Property in her/his/its name in 
order to circumvent or to avoid the requirements of Tennessee Tech’s rule or policies related to rental of 
Tennessee Tech Property.  
 

(5) Consistent with state law related to free speech on campuses, a Student or a faculty member may invite a 
guest speaker, provided the Student or faculty is responsible for all matters related to the activity or event.   

 
(a) The responsibilities of the Student or faculty member include but are not limited to the following: 

 
1. Submitting an Application for Use and receiving approval for the use of the requested Property; 

 
2. Acting as the primary contact and communicator for facility needs and campus services; 

 
3. Assuming responsibility for working with and resolving problems related to the activity or event, 

including any damages caused by the guest speaker, invitees, or guests; 
 

4. Ensuring the invitees and guests follow Tennessee Tech rules, policies, regulations, guidelines, 
and procedures; and  
 

5. Ensuring all financial obligations for the activity or event are met. 
 

(b) The Student or faculty member must be present at the activity or event for the duration of the event.  
 

(6) An affiliated entity may sponsor an activity or event that would ordinarily be deemed a Non-affiliated Use 
if the activity or event is directly related to the purpose and mission of the affiliated entity and Tennessee 
Tech. 
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(a) In order to sponsor such an activity or event, the affiliated entity must be responsible for all matters 

related to the activity or event. The affiliated entity’s responsibilities include but are not limited to the 
following: 
 
1. Submitting an Application for Use and receiving approval for the activity or event; 

 
2. Seeking and obtaining all necessary campus approvals and authorizations for the activity or 

event; 
 

3. Ensuring the affiliated entity’s name is associated with the activity or event; 
 

4. Acting as the primary contact and communicator for facility needs and campus services; 
 

5. Assuming responsibility for working with and resolving problems related to the activity or event, 
including any damages caused by the activity or event;  
 

6. Ensuring the invitees and guests follow Tennessee Tech policies, regulations, guidelines, and 
procedures; and  
 

7. Ensuring all financial obligations for the activity or event are met. 
 

(b) An affiliated entity must ensure that its members, including at least one (1) officer of the affiliated 
entity, are present at the activity or event for the duration of the activity or event. 
 

(7) Users of Tennessee Tech Property are responsible for all aspects of the activity or event, including but 
not limited to the conduct of the invitees and guests, set up, break down, clean up, etc. 
 

(8) User must return Tennessee Tech Property in the same condition it was in when made available to the 
User. User will be responsible for all expenses incurred by Tennessee Tech to remedy the condition of 
damaged Tennessee Tech Property.  
 

(9) Use of Tennessee Tech Property shall be limited to the declared purpose in the Application for Use. 
 

(10) Tennessee Tech will not permit overnight use of Tennessee Tech Property unless specifically requested 
and approved in writing by the Tennessee Tech Official in charge of approving the Application for Use. 
 

(11) All persons on Tennessee Tech Property in conjunction with an activity or event shall provide adequate 
identification upon request to Tennessee Tech Officials and security personnel. Persons or groups who 
refuse to provide such identification may be subject to immediate removal from Tennessee Tech 
Property, to campus disciplinary action, and/or to arrest, as appropriate. 
 

(12) Users are restricted to the area of Tennessee Tech Property approved for their use. 
 

(13) The use and/or possession of alcoholic beverages on Tennessee Tech Property is prohibited unless 
approved pursuant to Tennessee Tech policies related to alcohol on Tennessee Tech Property. 
 

(14) Users shall not:  
 
(a) Block or substantially impede vehicular, bicycle, pedestrian, or other traffic; 

 
(b) (Block or substantially impede entrances or exits to Tennessee Tech Property; 

 
(c) Substantially disrupt or interfere with Tennessee Tech operations, activities, or events; 

  
(d) Substantially disrupt or interfere with the ability of a Student to sleep or study in a Tennessee Tech 

residence hall during the hours designated by Tennessee Tech as quiet hours, or the ability of a 
Student to study in the Tennessee Tech library or in a designated study area; 
 

(e) Engage in speech that is obscene; is defamatory; consists of fighting words; communicates an 
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objectively serious expression of intent to commit an act of unlawful violence to a particular individual 
or group; or is directed to inciting or producing imminent lawless action and is likely to incite or 
produce such action;  
 

(f) Unreasonably threaten the health or safety of another person; or 
 

(g) Damage or deface Tennessee Tech Property, including but not limited to grass, shrubs, trees, or 
other landscaping. 

 
(15) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, User may be required to pay certain 

fees or costs, including but not limited to maintenance, custodial, utilities, set-up, and/or security, related 
to the nature of the activity or event and the use of particular Tennessee Tech Property. The fees and 
costs schedule will be applied to all similar uses on a content- and viewpoint-neutral basis. Payment of 
such fees and costs may be required in advance of an activity or event, at the sole discretion of 
Tennessee Tech. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.05 Application Requirements and Use of Tennessee Tech Property Applicable to All Users is added 
to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and 
shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.05 Application Requirements and Use of Tennessee Tech Property Applicable to All Users 
 

(1) Affiliated Users’ requests to use Tennessee Tech Property have priority over requests by Non-affiliated 
Users.  
 

(2) Users may reserve Tennessee Tech Property by following the procedures published by Tennessee Tech. 
 

(3) The Tennessee Tech Official responsible for approving the Application for Use may approve an 
application filed late according to the required time period specified in procedures, if it is determined that 
the use of the requested Tennessee Tech Property can be reasonably accommodated. Approval of late 
applications shall be within the sole discretion of the Tennessee Tech Official, whose decision will be 
final. 
 

(4) The Tennessee Tech Official responsible for approving the Application for Use will provide written notice 
of approval or disapproval of the Application for Use to the applicant within a reasonable time from the 
date the application is submitted. Such notices may be made electronically. 
 

(5) Notices of disapproval shall include a statement of the basis for disapproval, which shall be based solely 
on content- and viewpoint-neutral factors. 
 

(6) An applicant must receive written approval of an Application for Use prior to the commencement of the 
activity or event.   

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.06 Specific Provisions Related to Affiliated Users is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee 
Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.06 Specific Provisions Related to Affiliated Users 
 

(1) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, Tennessee Tech may limit use or 
availability of Tennessee Tech Property. 
 

(2) Affiliated Users are required to submit an Application for Use for open-air (open space) activities and 
events if any of the following apply: 
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(a) The Affiliated User wants to be assured that the Property will be available for use at the preferred 
time; 
 

(b) The activity or event will involve more than twenty-five (25) participants, including expected invitees or 
guests; 
 

(c) User intends to serve, provide, or distribute food that exceeds the limits described in Tennessee Tech 
policies related to food purchases; 
 

(d) User intends to use equipment including but not limited to tables and stages or utilities, including but 
not limited to water or electricity;  
 

(e) The activity or event includes the use of signs, banners, posters, and/or other displays causing 
ground penetration or attached to Tennessee Tech Property; 
 

(f) User intends to erect any structure, platform, edifice, or similar construct; or 
 

(g)  User intends to use sound amplification. 
 
 

(3) Use of Tennessee Tech equipment in connection with the use of Tennessee Tech Property is subject to 
the prior approval of the Tennessee Tech Official in charge of approving the Application for Use. 
 

(4) All signs, displays, structures, etc. must be stable and safe for their intended use. 
 

(5) Affiliated Users may obtain permission for the repeated use of a particular Tennessee Tech Property 
without requiring repeated application and approval for each occurrence of the activity or event if the 
meetings are limited to Affiliated Users. 
 

Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.07 Requirements Related to Free Speech Activities of Non-affiliated Users is added to Chapter 
0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as 
follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.07 Requirements Related to Free Speech Activities of Non-affiliated Users 
 

(1) Non-affiliated Users’ use of Tennessee Tech Property for any purpose other than Free Speech Activities 
is governed by Tennessee Tech’s rule and policies related to rental of Tennessee Tech Property. 
 

(2) Non-affiliated Users must submit an Application for Use for Free Speech Activities and receive approval 
prior to any Free Speech Activities.   
 

(3) Non-affiliated Users may not use Tennessee Tech equipment during the Free Speech Activities. 
 

(4) Provided the specific Tennessee Tech Property is available for use by Non-affiliated Users for Free 
Speech Activities, a Non-affiliated User may reserve Tennessee Tech Property for Free Speech Activities 
two (2) times per month, for a period not to exceed sixteen (16) hours monthly. Tennessee Tech may, in 
its sole discretion, waive this limit. 
 

(5) Children under the age of eighteen (18) are not permitted to participate in the Free Speech Activities 
unless accompanied and supervised by an adult. 

 
(6) A Non-affiliated User shall not: 

 
(a) Build or erect any structure, platform, edifice or similar construct; 

 
(b) Place any signs, banners, posters, or other displays on or against, attach them to or write on any 
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structure or natural feature of Tennessee Tech Property, including but not limited to doors, buildings, 
windows, walls, the surface of walkways or roads, fountains, utility poles, lampposts, waste 
receptacles, trees, street signs, benches, bus stops, Tennessee Tech-owned signage, emergency 
phones, railings, newsstands, and utility boxes; or 
 

(c) Use any chalk, paint, or permanent markings on Tennessee Tech Property, including natural 
features.  
 

(7) Tennessee Tech is not responsible for Non-affiliated User’s or invitees’ and guests’ loss, damage, or 
harm to persons, equipment, or property. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.08 Denial or Limitation of Application for Use of Facilities is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of 
Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.08 Denial or Limitation of Application for Use of Facilities 
 

(1) Any denial or limitation of a request to use Tennessee Tech Property shall be consistent with the 
requirements of state law related to free speech on campuses.  
 

(2) Tennessee Tech’s reasons for denying a request may include but are not limited to the following:   
 
(a) The requested Tennessee Tech Property has been previously reserved by another User with equal or 

higher priority; 
 

(b) The applicant’s frequency of previous use exceeds a contemporaneous applicant’s use of the same 
Tennessee Tech Property or exceeds limits on use by Non-affiliated Users; 
 

(c) Use of the requested Tennessee Tech Property would be impractical due to scheduled usage prior to 
or following the requested use; 
 

(d) The applicant or sponsor of the activity or event has knowingly provided inaccurate or false 
information on the Application for Use; 
 

(e) The User or User’s invitees and guests violated federal or state law(s), rule(s), regulation(s), or 
Tennessee Tech policy or policies during a previous use; 
 

(f) The requested Tennessee Tech Property has not been designated as available for use; 
  

(g) The requested Tennessee Tech Property is not available for use during the requested time; 
 

(h) The anticipated size or attendance for the activity or event will exceed building/fire codes, established 
safety standards, and/or the physical or other limitations of the requested Tennessee Tech Property; 
 

(i) The anticipated nature or duration of the activity or event cannot reasonably be accommodated in the 
requested Tennessee Tech Property;  
 

(j) The anticipated size and/or location of the activity or event would cause substantial disruption or 
interference with Normal Educational or Administrative Activities, the educational use of other 
Property or services, or the flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic; 
 

(k) The activity or event conflicts with existing Tennessee Tech contractual obligations; 
 

(l) The activity or event would constitute an immediate and actual danger to Tennessee Tech Students 
and/or employees, or to the peace and security of Tennessee Tech that available law enforcement 
officials could not control with reasonable effort; 
 

(m) The activity or event would be contrary to federal or state laws, rules, regulations or Tennessee Tech 
policies; 
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(n) Tennessee Tech does not have sufficient institutional resources available for the activity or event, as 

determined by the appropriate Tennessee Tech Official(s); or 
 

(o) Other extenuating circumstances exist that, in the sole discretion of Tennessee Tech, prevent or limit 
the use of Tennessee Tech Property. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.09 Indemnification and Insurance Requirements is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee 
Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.09 Indemnification and Insurance Requirements 
 

(1) Users of Tennessee Tech Property shall indemnify Tennessee Tech and hold it harmless from any and all 
liabilities arising out of the use of Tennessee Tech Property, including but not limited to personal injury, 
property damage, court costs, attorney’s fees, and any other damage, whether caused by User, invitees, 
guests, or by User’s employees, agents, or contractors. 
 

(2) Users must provide, upon request, proof of insurance, with types and coverage appropriate for the 
intended use, as determined by the Tennessee Tech Official in charge of approving the Application for 
Use in consultation with the Office for Planning and Finance.  
 

(3) Tennessee Tech may, in its sole discretion, require User to include the State of Tennessee, the 
Tennessee Tech Board of Trustees and/or Tennessee Tech as additionally insured entities on User’s 
insurance policy. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.10 Distribution of Leaflets, Literature, Pamphlets, Etc. is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of 
Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.10 Distribution of Leaflets, Literature, Pamphlets, Etc. 
 

(1) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, Tennessee Tech may limit locations 
where the sale or distribution of literature associated with an activity or event will be allowed. 
 

(2) Except as provided by state law related to free speech on campuses, a User must request to distribute or 
sell literature and/or advertisements prior to undertaking such activity or event.  
  

(3) Non-affiliated Users are not allowed to sell or to distribute literature within any Tennessee Tech building 
unless the distribution or sale is pursuant to a contract for rental pursuant to Tennessee Tech rule and 
policies.  
 

(4) No User is allowed to place literature and/or advertisements on vehicles parked on Tennessee Tech 
Property. 
 

(5) Any literature that is distributed or sold and any advertisement must comply with all applicable federal and 
state laws, rules, regulations, and Tennessee Tech policies. 
 

(6) No obscene literature or material, as defined by law, shall be distributed on any Tennessee Tech 
Property. 
 

(7) Users permitted to distribute printed materials pursuant to this rule or Tennessee Tech policy shall refrain 
from littering and may be held responsible for costs incurred as a result of littering. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.11 Commercial Use of Tennessee Tech Property is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee 
Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
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0240-09-06-.11 Commercial Use of Tennessee Tech Property 
 

(1) Tennessee Tech Property may not be used by any User to conduct profit-making activities except when 
engaged in a contractual business relationship with Tennessee Tech or as allowed by a User’s contract 
for rental pursuant to Tennessee Tech rule and policies. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.12 Solicitation of Funds is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by 
Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.12 Solicitation of Funds 
 

(1) Users who engage in gift solicitation, proposals for gift solicitation, or fundraising events conducted for the 
benefit of Tennessee Tech, any Tennessee Tech foundation, or part of Tennessee Tech must receive the 
prior approval of the Vice President for University Advancement or designee. 
 

(2) Solicitation does not include Affiliated Users’ activities or events for the purpose of raising funds to meet 
expenses of an affiliated entity or entities or for a charitable cause.  The funds raised by such activities or 
events must be used for the benefit of the affiliated entity or for charity.  No funds shall be distributed to 
the officers, members, or any individual for personal profit or use.  
 

Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.13 Bulletin Boards and Approved Areas for Posting is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of 
Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.13 Bulletin Boards and Approved Areas for Posting 
 

(1) A Tennessee Tech Official authorized to approve use of a bulletin board or area for posting may specify 
or limit the authorized uses and/or entities for such boards/areas as well as the types of material that may 
be posted, the maximum size and duration of any notice, and any other conditions. 
 

(2) The use of a bulletin board or an area for posting may be subject to the prior approval of the Tennessee 
Tech Official authorized to approve use of the board or area. Use of a board or an area may be denied on 
the basis of one or more of the following:  
 
(a) The person or group is not authorized to use the board or area in question; 

 
(b) The material is not the type authorized for the board or area in question or fails to meet any required 

conditions; 
 

(c) The material is obscene or otherwise violates a federal or state law, rule, regulation, or Tennessee 
Tech policy; or 
 

(d) There is insufficient space available for the material on the board or in the area due to the previous 
posting of other material.   
 

(3) Areas not specifically identified and/or authorized for posting are not available for such purpose for any 
individual or entity, whether Affiliated or Non-affiliated. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.14 Compliance with Contractual Obligations is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee 
Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.14 Compliance with Contractual Obligations 
 

(1) Users must comply with applicable Tennessee Tech contractual obligations, including but not limited to 
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use of Tennessee Tech’s contracted dining service vendor, beverage pouring rights exclusivity, etc.   
 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
 
0240-09-06-.15 Exceptions is added to Chapter 0240-09-06 Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users 
and for Free Speech Activities and shall read as follows: 
 
0240-09-06-.15 Exceptions 
 

(1) The President or his/her designee may grant exceptions when, in the President’s or designee’s sole 
discretion, the requested exception is in furtherance of Tennessee Tech’s educational and research 
purpose and mission. 

 
Authority:  TN. Pub Acts 2017, ch. 336, § 10 
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Agenda Item Summary
Date: March 21, 2019

Division: Planning and Finance

Agenda Item: Credit Card Processing Fees

PRESENTERS: Dr. Claire Stinson, Vice President for Planning and Finance

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:

Over time costs associated with accepting credit card payments for tuition and other fees have 
increased to approximately $500,000 annually.  This cost is passed on to all students through 
tuition increases although the majority of students are not using this form of payment.  Effective 
July 1, 2019, we will charge a processing fee of 2.85% on credit card payments.  Our on-line 
payment system will warn students of the additional charge for paying by credit card and offer 
them other methods for making payments on-line including e-check and ACH.  Students may also 
pay in-person using paper check or cash.  Several Tennessee universities have already 
implemented a similar credit card processing fee including UTK, UTC, ETSU, University of 
Memphis and Vanderbilt University.

☐ Review ☐ Action ☒ No action required
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Student Impact
Online In Person

Proposed Current

Cash/Paper CheckPayPath Credit Card @ 2.85% Credit Card E-Check/ACH

Student Bill $                                   10,000 $              10,000 $                  10,000 $              10,000

Student Payment $                                   10,285 $              10,000 $                  10,000 $              10,000

TTU Net Revenue $                                   10,000 $                9,850 $                  10,000 $              10,000
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*Table represents out-of-pocket payments made on student accounts only. 

FY 18 Tender Analysis For Student Account
Total Total 

Out-of-Pocket Student Total
Credit Card E-check/ACH Check Cash Payments Financial Aid Tuition and Fees

FY18 $ $        29,087,961 $ 9,333,027 $     972,123 $      435,875 $              39,828,986 $            63,463,314 $            103,292,300

FY18 % 73.03% 23.43% 2.44% 1.09% 100.00%
FY18 
Expense $            436,319 $                      - $                      - $                        - $                    436,319 
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PayPath Notes of Interest

• Implementation cost is a one-time fee of $8,750.
• Optional ACH validation at an estimated annual cost of $16,000.
• Annual decrease in expenses for Tennessee Tech should be $400,000 

to $500,000.
• Anticipate a flip in volume regarding credit card payments and ACH 

payments based on experiences from other schools who have 
implemented PayPath.

• Students have other free options to pay online including ACH and 
bank wire.

• Discourages the use of credit cards (immediate interest, higher 
interest, etc. vs. student loans) as a long term debt instrument. 
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Agenda Item Summary

Date: March 21, 2019

Division: Planning and Finance

Agenda Item: Non-Mandatory on-line Fee for consideration at June Committee meeting

_________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTERS: Dr. Claire Stinson, Vice President for Planning and Finance

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:

On-line course fees
Several non-mandatory fees for on-line courses and programs have been proposed by various 
Colleges.  After extensive discussions, we are not prepared to bring these forward at this time.  
We are working to develop a more comprehensive plan for on-line course and program offerings 
that will include a consistent fee structure for on-line offerings across campus.  With this in 
mind, there is potential to bring a non-mandatory fee proposal related to on-line course and 
program offerings forward at the June 2019 committee meeting.

☐ Review ☐ Action ☒ No action required
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Agenda Item Summary
Date: March 21, 2019

Division: Internal Audit

Agenda Item: Notice of Responsibility

PRESENTERS: Teresa Vanhooser, Chair of Audit & Business Committee

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:

One of the duties of the Audit Committee is to regularly, formally reiterate to the Board, 
Management, and Staff their responsibilities for preventing, detecting, and reporting fraud, waste, 
and abuse.  

☐ Review ☐ Action ☒ No action required
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Notice of Responsibilities 

One of the duties of the Audit Committee is to regularly, formally reiterate to the Board, 
Management, and Staff their responsibilities for preventing, detecting, and reporting fraud, waste, 
and abuse.

Detailed definitions and examples of fraud, waste, and abuse, various individual’s responsibility for 
preventing and detecting fraud, waste, and abuse, and methods for reporting fraud, waste, and 
abuse can be found in TTU Policy 131—Preventing and Reporting Fraud, Waste, or Abuse.

Individuals have varying responsibilities for preventing and reporting fraud, waste, or abuse.

Board Members

Generally, the Board and Audit Committee should consider the risk of fraudulent financial 
reporting and fraud due to misappropriation and abuse of university assets as they govern 
and guide the University.

Individually, board members should abide by TTU Policy 001—Board Code of Ethics and 
Conduct and Conflict of Interest.

Management

Management shall not engage in fraud, waste, or abuse and is responsible for developing and 
implementing internal controls to help prevent and detect fraud, waste, and abuse.

Executives and administrators with reasonable basis for believing fraud, waste, or abuse has 
occurred are required to report those incidents.

Employees

Employees shall not engage in fraud, waste, or abuse.  

Employees with reasonable basis for believing fraud, waste, or abuse has occurred are 
strongly encouraged to report those incidents.  

Students and Citizens

All students and citizens of the state of Tennessee are encouraged to report known or 
suspected acts of fraud, waste, or abuse.  

Fraud, waste, or abuse can be reported confidentially and should be reported to a supervisor, 
institutional executive, TTU Internal Audit, or the Tennessee Comptroller of the Treasury.

Specific methods for reporting fraud, waste, or abuse can be found on TTU Internal Audit’s website 
and in TTU Policy 131—Preventing and Reporting Fraud, Waste, or Abuse.
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Agenda Item Summary
Date: March 21, 2019

Division: Planning and Finance

Agenda Item: Dennis Estate

PRESENTERS: Dr. Claire Stinson, Vice President for Planning and Finance

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:

Tennessee Tech has been designated a beneficiary of the Dennis Trust.  The Dennis Trust was 
established by B.J. Dennis and Cleo N. Dennis on September 9, 1993 with an amendment dated 
December 4, 2008.  The terms of the Trust Agreement provide for dividing the net trust estate 
into fifteen (15) equal shares to be distributed as directed by B.J. Dennis and Cleo N. Dennis upon 
the death of the survivor.  The gift to Tennessee Tech consists of seven (7) shares of the Dennis 
Trust valued at $1,200,000. According to the terms of the Agreement, the funds are to be used 
to establish an annual scholarship fund to be known as the “B.J. and Cleo Nash Dennis Scholarship 
Fund.”  The University has received $933,333.33 to-date.  The balance will be forwarded to the 
University upon final settlement of the estate.

The Tennessee Tech University Foundation was established as the fundraising arm of the 
University and it is the practice of the University to route all gifts through the Foundation; 
however, the Dennis Trust specifically names the University as the recipient of the funds.  We are 
requesting the Board to designate the Dennis Trust gift as a quasi-endowment and transfer the 
gift to the Foundation for investment purposes only.  The University will retain ownership of the 
funds.  Tennessee Tech’s Policy 521, Deposit and Investment of Funds, allows for an endowment 
from private gifts to be invested in equity securities that are prudently diversified.  The 
Foundation’s investment strategy through Common Fund meets the requirements of this policy.

☐ Review ☒ Action ☐ No action required
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TRUST AMENDMENT 
TO 

THE DENNIS TRUST 
Dated September 9, 1993 

Pursuant to the powers vested in the Settlors, by ARTICLE 3, Section 3.1, of the above el_ltitled 
trust, to amend the trust instrnment, in whole or in part, by an instrnment in writing signed by the 
Settlors and delivered to the Trustees, the Settlors now amend The DENNIS TRUST dated 
September 9, 1993, as follows: 

1. This amendment shall be known as "The Amendment dated December 4, 2008."

2. ARTICLE 2, Section 2.3 of the DENNIS TRUST dated September 9, 1993 is revoked in its
entirety and the following Section is substituted in its place:

"2.3 UPON THE DEATH OF BOTII B.J. DENNIS AND CLEO N. DENNIS: Upon the
death of the survivor ofB.J. DENNIS and CLEO N. DENNIS, the trustee shall divide 
the remaining net trust estate (net trust estate is defined as the trust estate available for 
distribution to all beneficiaries after payment of settlors' debts, taxes and the fees and 
expenses of settling the trust), including any assets subsequently added to the trust 
estate, ipto Fifteen (15) equal share� and shall distribute them� follows: 

. , . 

2.3.l The trustee shall distribute Two (2) shares to settlors' nephew,  
, outright and free of trust, if he is then living. It is settlois' desire, 

instruction and intent that  uses this gift solely for the 
educational needs of his children,  and  

.. If  is then deceased, the trustee shall 
distribute this gift to , outright and free of trust, if he is 
then living, to be used solely for the educational needs of  

 and . If neither , nor 
, is then living, the trustee shall distribute this gift, in 

equal shares, to  and , if both are 
then living, or all to the survivor ·of. them. If both  and 

 .are then deceased, this gift shall lapse, even if they. 
leave issue then living. 

2.3.2 The trustee shall distribute Three (3) shares to settlors' nephew,  
, outright and free of trust, if he is then living. It is settlors' 

desire, instruction and intent that  uses this gift solely 
for the educational needs of his children, ,  

 and . If  is then 
deceased, the trustee shall distribute this gift to , outright 
and free of trust, if he is then living, to be used solely for educational needs of 

,  and . If 
neither , nor , is then living, the 

TRUS-f AMENDMENT .INITIALS �-·d!,1(2 Pago I of 4 
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6 
 

E. Investments 
 
1. All investment decisions shall be in accordance with this policy and must be 

approved by the Vice President for Planning and Finance or his/her designee. 
 

2. All investments in which funds are deposited outside the State of Tennessee 
must be authorized by the President. 
 

3. A Trustee Custodian account should be used for handling and holding all 
investments, other than the Local Government Investment Pool and 
collateralized certificates of deposit. 
 

4. All investments must be made subject to "delivery versus payment." 
 

5. All funds received by Tennessee Tech and that are available for a sufficient 
period of time for investment in any interest generating medium should be 
invested within three (3) days after receipt of such funds. 
 

6. At a minimum, Tennessee Tech shall determine rates of return on all feasible 
authorized mediums of investment prior to making an investment; and funds 
shall be invested in those mediums expected to pay the highest rate for the 
period of time for which the funds are available for investment. 
 

7. All investments of funds in certificates of deposits where the period of 
investment will exceed thirty (30) days shall be determined on the basis of 
competitive bids, with appropriate records maintained for audit purposes, 
including the person obtaining the bids, the amount and rate of return of each 
bid, and the person who approved the investment. 
 

8. An investment plan should be developed that specifies liquidity requirements 
for providing cash needed by Tennessee Tech. 
 

9. Investments of endowments in equity securities shall be limited to funds from 
private gifts or other sources external to the university.  Endowment 
investments shall be prudently diversified. 
 

10. Funds of Tennessee Tech may be invested in a savings account or certificate 
of deposit of any Depository provided the requirements of this policy 
including Sections C.1 and C.2, and the Collateral Security requirements of 
Section B are met. Other authorized investments, subject to the limitations of 
Section E.12, are set forth in T.C.A. § 9-4-602. 
 

11. All investments via repurchase agreements must include the following: 
 

g. There must be a written agreement in accordance with the standard 
agreement set forth in guidelines established pursuant to this policy. 
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Agenda Item Summary

Date: March 21, 2019

Division: Planning and Finance

Agenda Item: Non-Mandatory Fees-FY 2019-2020

_________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTERS: Dr. Claire Stinson, Vice President for Planning and Finance

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:

The proposed 2019-2020 fee changes are for two non-mandatory fees: 
∑ Nursing DNP graduate fee
∑ Housing rates

☐ Review ☒ Action ☐ No action required
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Tennessee Tech

University

Non-Mandatory

Fee Proposal

2019-2020
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NON-MANDATORY FEES:

Whitson-Hester School of Nursing: 

Nursing Graduate Fee $150 / per credit hour 34,000$          

Housing:
Residence Halls 2% 270,000$        
Tech Village 2% 48,000$          

Total Housing 318,000$        

Total Increase Per Fee Proposals 352,000$        

Tennessee Tech University
Fee Proposal Summary

FY2019-2020
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Annual Revenue Prior
Current Proposed Impact of Fee Increases
2018-19 2019-20 Increase Fee Change 2017-18 Justification

NON-MANDATORY FEES:

Nursing Graduate Fee

None $150 / per hour $34,000 New fee *Consistent fees for both schools in Joint TTU/ETSU
   DNP program.

HOUSING:

Residence Halls:

Crawford Hall Double $2,530/sem $2,580/sem $50/sem $270,000 2017-18 $2,460 *Offset increased operating costs

Crawford Hall Double as Single $3,245/sem $3,310/sem $65/sem 2017-18 $3,150 *Provide funding for new and ongoing renewal and
  replacement projects

Crawford Hall Single $2,600/sem $2,655/sem $55/sem 2017-18 $2,525

Traditional Double $2,822/sem $2,880/sem $58/sem 2017-18 $2,740

Traditional Double as Single $3,565/sem $3,640/sem $75/sem 2017-18 $3,460

Traditional Single $2,915/sem $2,975/sem $60/sem 2017-18 $2,830

Traditional Double - Summer $808/sem $825/sem $17/sem 2017-18 $785

Traditional Double as Single - Summer $985/sem $1,005/sem $20/sem 2017-18 $955

Traditional Single - Summer $845/sem $865/sem $20/sem 2017-18 $820

Engineering Village Double $2,922/sem $2,980/sem $58/sem 2017-18 $2,840
    (Maddux/McCord)
Engineering Village Double as Single $3,665/sem $3,740/sem $75/sem 2017-18 $3,560
    (Maddux/McCord)
Engineering Village Single $3,105/sem $3,075/sem $60/sem 2017-18 $2,930

TENNESSEE TECH UNIVERSITY
PROPOSED FEE CHANGES

2019-20

Rates

Description
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Annual Revenue Prior
Current Proposed Impact of Fee Increases
2018-19 2019-20 Increase Fee Change 2017-18 Justification

TENNESSEE TECH UNIVERSITY
PROPOSED FEE CHANGES

2019-20

Rates

Description

    (Maddux/McCord)
Murphy Super Single $3,255/sem $3,325/sem $70/sem 2017-18 $3,160

New Halls Double $3,990/sem $4,070/sem $80/sem 2017-18 $3,875

New Halls Double as Single $4,940/sem $5,040/sem $100/sem 2017-18 $4,795

New Hall North Single $4,430/sem $4,520/sem $90/sem 2017-18 $4,300

Tech Village Apartments:

Phase 1 - One Bedroom $4,115/sem $4,200/sem $85/sem $48,000 2017-18 $3,995 *Offset increased operating costs
Summer Semester $1,643/session $1,680/session $37/session $1,595/session

*Provide funding for new and ongoing renewal and
Phase 1 - Two Bedroom $4,480/sem $4,570/sem $90/sem 2017-18 $4,350   replacement projects
Summer Semester $1,792/session $1,830/session $38/session $1,740/session

Phase 1 - Two Bedroom, 4 Person $5,645/sem $5,760/sem $115/sem 2017-18 $5,480
Summer Semester $2,256/session $2,305/session $49/session $2,190/session

Phase 2 & 3 - One Bedroom $3,970/sem $4,050/sem $80/sem 2017-18 $3,855
Summer Semester $1,586/session $1,620/session $34/session $1,540/session

Phase 2 & 3 - Two Bedroom $4,770/sem $4,865/sem $95/sem 2017-18 $4,630
Summer Semester $1,906/session $1,945/session $39/session $1,7850/session
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Agenda Item Summary
Date: March 21, 2019

Division: Planning and Finance

Agenda Item: Policy 122(Rental of Tennessee Tech Property) and Rule

PRESENTERS: Dr. Claire Stinson, Vice President for Planning and Finance

PURPOSE & KEY POINTS:

The purpose of Policy 122 (Rental of Tennessee Tech Property) and the associated Rule is to 
provide a uniform basis for regulation and facilitation of the rental of Tennessee Tech property.  
The policy and rule establish the priority of use, reasons for denial or limitations of use, rental 
requirements, and the application, agreement and payment processes necessary for rental of 
Tennessee Tech property. This policy governs the use of Tennessee Tech Property for reasons 
other than Official Tennessee Tech Purposes or free speech activity which are governed by TTU 
Policy 121( Use of Tennessee Tech Property by Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities) 
and TTU Policy 007(Free Speech on Campus). 

☐ Review ☒ Action ☐ No action required
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Tennessee Technological University 
Policy No. 122         

 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 

Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 

 
 

Rental of 
Tennessee Tech 

Property 
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Policy No.: 122 
Policy Name: Rental of Tennessee Tech Property 
 

I. Purpose 
 

A. The purpose of this policy is to provide a uniform basis upon which Tennessee Tech 
can regulate and facilitate the rental of its Property.  

 
B. This policy is intended to operate consistently with Tennessee Tech’s educational and 

research purpose and mission through the implementation of reasonable and 
viewpoint-neutral restrictions related to rented Property.  

 
C. This policy shall be implemented and construed so as to preserve the primacy of 

Tennessee Tech’s educational and research purpose and mission, to protect the safety 
of persons and security of property, and to prevent the use of its Property contrary to 
federal or state laws, rules, regulations, or Tennessee Tech policies. 

 
II. Review 

 
This policy will be reviewed by the Vice President for Planning and Finance every four years or 
whenever circumstances require review, whichever is earlier, with recommendations presented to 
the Administrative Council, University Assembly, and Board of Trustees. 
 
III. Scope 

 
A. Except as provided in this section, this policy governs the use of Tennessee Tech 

Property for reasons other than Official Tennessee Tech Purposes.     
 

B. Use of Tennessee Tech Property for Official Tennessee Tech Purposes or free speech 
activity is governed by TTU Policy 121 (Use of Tennessee Tech Property by 
Affiliated Users and for Free Speech Activities) and TTU Policy 007 (Free Speech on 
Campus).  

 
IV. Definitions 
 

A. “Official Tennessee Tech Purpose” – Use of Tennessee Tech Property by student 
groups/organizations, administrative offices, and/or departments for events, 
programs, activities, etc., that primarily support Tennessee Tech’s purpose and 
mission and/or are planned primarily for members of the Tennessee Tech community. 

 
B. “Renter” – A person or entity who has received the appropriate approvals and has 

received a fully executed agreement for the rental of Tennessee Tech Property. 
 

C. “Tennessee Tech Property” or “Property” - All facilities and property owned, leased, or 
controlled by Tennessee Tech. 
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V. General Policy 
 

A. Tennessee Tech dedicates its Property primarily for use by its students and employees 
for purposes that promote its educational and research purpose and mission.   

 
B. Consistent with its purpose and mission, priority of use, and pursuant to this policy, 

Tennessee Tech may make certain portions of its Property available for rent to 
students, employees, or the public for purposes other than for Official Tennessee 
Tech Purposes.   

 
C. Tennessee Tech may, in its sole discretion, designate which Property is available for 

rental, establish rental rates for that Property, remove or add Property to the list of 
Property available for rental, and increase or decrease rental rates for such Property. 

 
D. Tennessee Tech may, in its sole discretion, deny or limit the use of any Property if: 

 
1. The requested Property has not been designated as available for rental; 

 
2. The requested Property has been previously reserved by another user or 

Renter with equal or higher priority; 
 

3. The requested Property is not available for rental during the time requested; 
 

4. The rental would be impractical due to scheduled usage prior to or following 
the requested rental; 

 
5. The applicant has knowingly provided inaccurate or false information in the 

rental application; 
 

6. The applicant or the applicant’s invitees or guests violated federal or state 
law(s), rule(s), regulation(s), or Tennessee Tech policy or policies during a 
previous use; 
 

7. The use would constitute an immediate and actual danger to Tennessee Tech 
students and/or employees, or to the peace or security of Tennessee Tech 
that available law enforcement officials could not control with reasonable 
effort; 

 
8. The anticipated size or attendance of the activity or event exceeds 

building/fire codes, established safety standards, and/or the physical or other 
limitations of the Property; 

 
9. The anticipated nature or duration of the activity or event cannot be 

reasonably accommodated in the requested Property; 
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10. The anticipated size and/or location of the activity or event would cause 
disruption or interference with normal Tennessee Tech activities, the 
educational use of other Property or services, or the flow of vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic;  

 
11. The rental conflicts with existing Tennessee Tech contractual obligations; 

 
12. Tennessee Tech does not have sufficient institutional resources available for 

the proposed use as determined by the appropriate Tennessee Tech 
official(s);  

 
13. The rental would be contrary to federal or state law(s), rule(s), regulation(s) 

or Tennessee Tech policy or policies; or  
 

14. Other extenuating circumstances exist that, in the sole determination of 
Tennessee Tech, prevent or limit rental of the Property. 

  
E. Renter must abide by all terms and conditions stated in the rental agreement, in 

addition to any requirements in federal or state laws, rules, regulations, or in 
Tennessee Tech policies. 

 
VI. Priority of Use and Frequency of Rental 
 

A. The priority for use of Property is as follows:  
 

1. Athletics facilities:  
a. Intercollegiate athletic competition or practice;  
b. Approved camps;   
c. Credit and non-credit classes and programs;   
d. Tennessee Tech-sponsored activities;  
e. Use by students or student organizations; then 
f. All other requests for use. 

 
2. All other Property: 

a. Credit and non-credit classes and programs;  
b. Tennessee Tech-sponsored activities;  
c. Use by students or student organizations; then  
d. All other requests for use.  

 
B. Rental of Property is limited to: 

 
1. One-time only events; or 

 
2. Short term, intermittent rental of Property, provided that   

 
a. Approval for repeated or intermittent rental of Property may not exceed 

six (6) months in length; and 
b. Such agreements may not be renewed or repeated until Tennessee 

Tech has received and approved a new application. 
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VII. Rental Requirements 

 
A. Renter and Renter’s use of Property shall comply with federal and state laws, 

rules, regulations, and Tennessee Tech policies, including, but not limited to, 
applicable fire and safety codes and TTU Policy 120 (Minors on Campus). 

 
B. Use of Tennessee Tech Property is limited to the declared purpose in the rental 

agreement. 
 

C. Renter must comply with applicable Tennessee Tech contractual obligations, 
including but not limited to use of contracted dining services vendor, beverage 
pouring rights exclusivity, etc. 

 
D. Renter is solely responsible for ensuring that invitees and guests comply with 

federal and state laws, rules, regulations, and Tennessee Tech policies. 
 

E. Tennessee Tech may assign and charge for additional services that Tennessee Tech 
determines, in its sole discretion, are necessary for any event considering the event’s 
nature, size, location, or anticipated attendance. 

 
F. To the extent allowed by federal or state law, Renter must agree to indemnify 

Tennessee Tech and hold it harmless from any and all liabilities arising out of 
Renter’s use of Property, including, but not limited to, personal injury, property 
damage, court costs, attorney’s fees, and any other damage, whether caused by 
Renter, invitees, guests, or by Renter’s employees, agents, or contractors. 

 
G. Renter must provide, upon request, proof of insurance of the types and coverages 

determined by Tennessee Tech to be appropriate for the intended use.  Tennessee 
Tech may, in its sole discretion, require Renter to include the State of Tennessee, the 
Tennessee Tech Board of Trustees, and/or Tennessee Tech as additionally insured 
entities on Renter’s insurance policy. 

 
H. If requested, all persons on Property in conjunction with Renter’s use shall provide 

adequate identification to appropriate officials and security personnel of Tennessee 
Tech.  Persons who refuse to provide such identification may be subject to 
immediate removal from Tennessee Tech Property and/or arrest, as appropriate. 

 
I. Renters and their invitees and guests are restricted to the area(s) approved for their 

use. 
 
J. Renter may not have overnight access to or use of Property unless specifically 

requested and approved by Tennessee Tech in the rental agreement or other written 
agreement. 

 
K. Renter may not use Property to conduct profit-making activities unless specifically 

agreed upon in the rental agreement or in a separate agreement specifically 
addressing the profit-making activities. 
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L. Renter must return Property in the same condition it was in when made available to 
the Renter.  Renter will be responsible for all expenses incurred by Tennessee Tech 
to remedy the condition of damaged Tennessee Tech Property. 

 
VIII. Rental Fees 
 

A. Category I Renter:  
 

1. Rental fee is waived but Category I Renter remains responsible for payment 
of all other costs to Tennessee Tech associated with the event.  Such costs 
may include, but are not limited to, maintenance services, custodial services, 
security services, utilities, and audio-visual equipment. 

 
2. Category I Renters include: 

 
a. Public and private K-12 schools from Tennessee Tech’s focus area for 

student recruitment; 
b. Other Tennessee public higher education institutions, provided such free 

use is reciprocated by the institution to Tennessee Tech; and 
c. Federal, state, and local governmental agencies, provided such free use is 

reciprocated by the agency to Tennessee Tech. 

B. Category II Renter:      
  

1. Rental fee may be discounted by 50% unless Tennessee Tech, in its sole 
discretion, determines the request will require extensive use of Tennessee Tech 
resources. 
 

2. Category II Renter is responsible for payment of all costs to Tennessee Tech 
associated with event. 

 
3. Category II Renters include 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations that are not 

affiliated with Tennessee Tech.  Proof of non-profit status is required as part of 
the application process. 

 
C. Category III Renter:  

 
1. Rental is at published rate, as set by Tennessee Tech. 

 
2. Category III Renter is responsible for payment of all costs to Tennessee Tech 

associated with event. 
 

3. Category III includes any Renter that does not fall within Category I or II. 
 

IX. Application and Agreement Process   
 

A. All applicants must follow the application process as outlined in the Property rental 
application. 
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B. The Property rental agreement contains an estimate of charges based on the information 
provided in the application.  This amount is subject to change if the actual conditions 
related to the event differ from those presented in the application and Renter is 
responsible for all such charges. 
 

C. Rental of Tennessee Tech Property is not approved until Renter and Tennessee Tech 
have fully executed a rental agreement. 

X. Payment by Renter 
 

A. All rentals are subject to applicable rental fees and charges for required services, 
including, but not limited to, maintenance, custodial, utilities, set-up, audio-visual, and 
security.  
  

B. If rental includes the use of Tennessee Tech equipment, Tennessee Tech may limit the 
operation of that equipment to Tennessee Tech employees and may assess an additional 
charge for the use of such equipment and for the associated labor.  
 

C. Renter must make payment as described in the rental agreement. 
 

D. Renter must make all payments to Tennessee Tech University.  Renter shall not pay a 
Tennessee Tech employee for services rendered unless those services are delineated in 
the rental agreement and/or billed by the appropriate Tennessee Tech official. 
 

E. Renter must agree to pay within thirty (30) days of receipt of invoice any additional 
charges assessed by Tennessee Tech.   
 

XI. Penalties 
 
Tennessee Tech may immediately terminate Renter’s permission to use Tennessee Tech Property 
and may deny future requests for rental if Renter or Renter’s invitees and guests violate any 
provision(s) of the rental agreement or any federal or state law, rule, regulation, or Tennessee 
Tech policy. 

 
XII. Exceptions 
 
The President or the Vice President for Planning and Finance may grant exceptions to this policy 
when, in his/her sole discretion, the requested exception is in furtherance of Tennessee Tech’s 
educational and research purpose and mission. 

 
XIII. Interpretation 

 
The Vice President for Planning and Finance or designee has the final authority to interpret the 
terms of this policy. 
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XIV. Citation of Authority for Policy 
 
Tennessee Tech Rule 0240-09-07; T.C.A. § 49-8-203(a)(1)(E) 
 
Approved by: 
 

Administrative Council:  February 20, 2019 
 

University Assembly: 
 
Board of Trustees:  
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Department of State
Division of Publications
312 Rosa L. Parks Ave., 8th Floor, Snodgrass/TN Tower
Nashville, TN 37243
Phone: 615-741-2650
Email: publications.information@tn.gov

For Department of State Use Only 

Sequence Number:

Rule ID(s):

File Date:

Effective Date:

Proposed Rule(s) Filing Form
Proposed rules are submitted pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 4-5-202, 4-5-207, and 4-5-229 in lieu of a rulemaking hearing.  It is the intent of 
the Agency to promulgate these rules without a rulemaking hearing unless a petition requesting such hearing is filed within ninety (90) days of 
the filing of the proposed rule with the Secretary of State. To be effective, the petition must be filed with the Agency and be signed by ten (10) 
persons who will be affected by the amendments, or submitted by a municipality which will be affected by the amendments, or an association 
of ten (10) or more members, or any standing committee of the General Assembly. The agency shall forward such petition to the Secretary of 
State. 

Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-5-229, any new fee or fee increase promulgated by state agency rule shall take effect on July 1, following 
the expiration of the ninety (90) day period as provided in § 4-5-207. This section shall not apply to rules that implement new fees or fee 
increases that are promulgated as emergency rules pursuant to § 4-5-208(a) and to subsequent rules that make permanent such emergency 
rules, as amended during the rulemaking process. In addition, this section shall not apply to state agencies that did not, during the preceding 
two (2) fiscal years, collect fees in an amount sufficient to pay the cost of operating the board, commission or entity in accordance with § 4-29-
121(b).

Agency/Board/Commission: Tennessee Technological University
Division:

Contact Person: Dr. Claire Stinson, Vice President for Planning and Finance
Address: 1 William L. Jones Drive, Cookeville, TN

Zip: 38505
Phone: 931-372-3311
Email: cstinson@tntech.edu

Revision Type (check all that apply):
Amendment

X New
Repeal

Rule(s) (ALL chapters and rules contained in filing must be listed here. If needed, copy and paste additional 
tables to accommodate multiple chapters. Please make sure that ALL new rule and repealed rule numbers are 
listed in the chart below. Please enter only ONE Rule Number/Rule Title per row)

Chapter Number Chapter Title
0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property
Rule Number Rule Title
0240-09-07-.01 Purpose and Implementation
0240-09-07-.02 Scope
0240-09-07-.03 Definitions
0240-09-07-.04 General Policy
0240-09-07-.05 Priority of Use and Frequency of Rental
0240-09-07-.06 Rental Requirements
0240-09-07-.07 Application and Agreement Process
0240-09-07-.08 Payment by Renter
0240-09-07-.09 Penalties
0240-09-07-.10 Exceptions
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Rules
Of

Tennessee Technological University, Cookeville

Chapter 0240-09-07
Rental of Tennessee Tech Property

New Chapter

Table of Contents is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall read as follows:

0240-09-07-.01 Purpose and Implementation
0240-09-07-.02 Scope
0240-09-07-.03 Definitions
0240-09-07-.04 General Policy
0240-09-07-.05 Priority of Use and Frequency of Rental
0240-09-07-.06 Rental Requirements
0240-09-07-.07 Application and Agreement Process
0240-09-07-.08 Payment by Renter
0240-09-07-.09 Penalties 
0240-09-07-.10 Exceptions

0240-09-07-.01 Purpose and Implementation is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property 
and shall read as follows:

0240-09-07-.01 Purpose and Implementation

(1) The purpose of this rule is to provide a uniform basis upon which Tennessee Tech can regulate and 
facilitate the rental of its Property.

(2) This rule is intended to operate consistently with Tennessee Tech’s educational and research purpose 
and mission through the implementation of reasonable and viewpoint-neutral restrictions related to rented 
Property.

(3) This rule shall be implemented and construed so as to preserve the primacy of Tennessee Tech’s 
educational and research purpose and mission, to protect the safety of persons and security of Property, 
and to prevent the use of Tennessee Tech’s Property contrary to federal or state laws, rules, regulations, 
or Tennessee Tech policies.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.02 Scope is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall read as 
follows:

0240-09-07-.02 Scope

(1) This rule does not apply to use of Tennessee Tech Property by affiliated users for Official Tennessee 
Tech Purposes or for free speech activities.  Such use is subject to Tennessee Technological University 
Rules, Chapter 0240-09-06.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.03 Definitions is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall read as 
follows:

0240-09-07-.03 Definitions

(1) Official Tennessee Tech Purpose: Use of Tennessee Tech Property by student groups/organizations, 
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administrative offices, and/or departments for events, programs, activities, etc. that primarily support 
Tennessee Tech’s purpose and mission and/or are planned primarily for members of the Tennessee 
Tech community.

(2) Renter: A person or entity who has received the appropriate approvals and has received a fully executed 
agreement for the rental of Tennessee Tech Property.

(3) Tennessee Tech Property or Property:  All facilities and property owned, leased, or controlled by 
Tennessee Tech.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.04 General Policy is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall 
read as follows:

0240-09-07-.04 General Policy

(1) Tennessee Tech dedicates its Property primarily for use by its students and employees for purposes that 
promote its educational and research purpose and mission.

(2) Consistent with its purpose and mission, priority of use, and pursuant to this rule, Tennessee Tech may
make certain portions of its Property available for rent to students, employees, or the public for purposes 
other than for Official Tennessee Tech Purposes.

(3) Tennessee Tech may establish and modify, in its sole discretion, rental fees and charges for use of 
Property and will publish those rates to the public.

(4) Tennessee Tech may, in its sole discretion, deny or limit the use of any Property if:

(a) The requested Property has not been designated as available for rental; 

(b) The requested Property has been previously reserved by another user or Renter with equal or higher 
priority;

(c) The requested Property is not available for rental during the time requested;

(d) The rental would be impractical due to scheduled usage prior to or following the requested rental;

(e) The applicant has knowingly provided inaccurate or false information in the rental application; 

(f) The applicant or the applicant’s invitees or guests violated federal or state law(s), rule(s), 
regulation(s), or Tennessee Tech policy or policies during a previous use;

(g) The use would constitute an immediate and actual danger to Tennessee Tech students and/or 
employees, or to the peace or security of Tennessee Tech that available law enforcement officials 
could not control with reasonable effort;

(h) The anticipated size or attendance of the activity or event exceeds building/fire codes, established 
safety standards, and/or the physical or other limitations of the Property;

(i) The anticipated nature or duration of the activity or event cannot be reasonably accommodated in the 
requested Property;

(j) The anticipated size and/or location of the activity or event would cause disruption or interference with 
normal Tennessee Tech activities, the educational use of other Property or services, or the flow of 
vehicular or pedestrian traffic;

(k) The rental conflicts with existing Tennessee Tech contractual obligations;
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(l) Tennessee Tech does not have sufficient institutional resources available for the proposed use as 
determined by the appropriate Tennessee Tech official(s); 

(m) The rental would be contrary to federal or state law(s), rule(s), regulation(s), or Tennessee Tech 
policy or policies; or

(n) Other extenuating circumstances exist that, in the sole determination of Tennessee Tech, prevent or 
limit rental of the Property.

(5) Renter must abide by all terms and conditions stated in the rental agreement, in addition to any 
requirements in federal or state laws, rules, regulations, or in Tennessee Tech policies.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.05 Priority of Use and Frequency of Rental is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee 
Tech Property and shall read as follows:

0240-09-07-.05 Priority of Use and Frequency of Rental

(1) Tennessee Tech will establish priority of use of Property that is consistent with its educational and 
research purpose and mission.

(2) Tennessee Tech may set reasonable limitations on the frequency of rental, intermittent rental, or repeated 
rental of Tennessee Tech Property.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.06 Rental Requirements is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and 
shall read as follows:

0240-09-07-.06 Rental Requirements

(1) Renter and Renter’s use of Property shall comply with federal and state laws, rules, regulations, and 
Tennessee Tech policies, including, but not limited to, applicable fire and safety codes and Tennessee 
Tech policies related to the safety of minors on campus.

(2) Use of Tennessee Tech Property is limited to the declared purpose in the rental agreement. 

(3) Renters must comply with applicable Tennessee Tech contractual obligations, including but not limited to 
use of Tennessee Tech’s contracted dining service vendor, beverage pouring rights exclusivity, etc.  

(4) Renter is solely responsible for ensuring that invitees and guests comply with federal and state laws, 
rules, regulations, and Tennessee Tech policies.

(5) Tennessee Tech may assign and charge for additional services that Tennessee Tech determines, in its 
sole discretion, are necessary for any event considering the event’s nature, size, location, or anticipated 
attendance.

(6) To the extent allowed by federal or state law, Renter must agree to indemnify Tennessee Tech and hold it 
harmless from any and all liabilities arising out of Renter’s use of Property, including, but not limited to, 
personal injury, property damage, court costs, attorney’s fees, and any other damage, whether caused by 
Renter, invitees, guests, or by Renter’s employees, agents, or contractors.

(7) Renter must provide, upon request, proof of insurance of the types and coverages determined by 
Tennessee Tech to be appropriate for the intended use.  Tennessee Tech may, in its sole discretion, 
require Renter to include the State of Tennessee, the Tennessee Tech Board of Trustees, and/or 
Tennessee Tech as additionally insured entities on Renter’s insurance policy.
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(8) If requested, all persons on Property in conjunction with Renter’s use shall provide adequate identification 
to appropriate officials and security personnel of Tennessee Tech. Persons who refuse to provide such 
identification may be subject to immediate removal from Tennessee Tech Property and/or arrest, as 
appropriate.

(9) Renters and their invitees and guests are restricted to the area(s) approved for their use.

(10)Renter may not have overnight access to or use of Property unless specifically requested and approved 
by Tennessee Tech in the rental agreement or other written agreement.

(11)Renter may not use Property to conduct profit-making activities unless specifically agreed upon in the 
rental agreement or in a separate agreement specifically addressing the profit-making activities.

(12)Renter must return Property in the same condition it was in when made available to the Renter.  Renter 
will be responsible for all expenses incurred by Tennessee Tech to remedy the condition of damaged 
Tennessee Tech Property.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.07 Application and Agreement Process is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech 
Property and shall read as follows:

0240-09-07-.07 Application and Agreement Process

(1) Tennessee Tech will establish and publish an application process, which will result in an estimate of fees 
and charges for the rental of the requested Property.

(2) Any such estimated amount is subject to change if the actual conditions related to the activity or event
differ from those presented in the application. Renter will be responsible for all such charges.

(3) Rental of Tennessee Tech Property is not approved until Renter and Tennessee Tech have fully 
executed a rental agreement.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.08 Payment by Renter is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and 
shall read as follows:

0240-09-07-.08 Payment by Renter

(1) All rentals are subject to applicable rental fees and charges for required services, including, but not limited 
to, maintenance, custodial, utilities, set-up, audio-visual, and security. 

(2) If rental includes the use of Tennessee Tech equipment, Tennessee Tech may limit the operation of that 
equipment to Tennessee Tech employees and may assess an additional charge for the use of such 
equipment and for the associated labor. 

(3) Renter must make payment as described in the rental agreement. 

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.09 Penalties is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall read 
as follows:

0240-09-07-.09 Penalties
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(1) Tennessee Tech may immediately terminate Renter’s permission to use Tennessee Tech Property and 
may deny future requests for rental if Renter or Renter’s invitees or guests violate any provision of the 
rental agreement or any federal or state law, rule, regulation, or Tennessee Tech policy.  

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.10 Exceptions is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall read 
as follows:

0240-09-07-.10 Exceptions

(1) The President or the President’s designee may grant exceptions to this rule when, in his/her sole 
discretion, the requested exception is in furtherance of Tennessee Tech’s educational and research
purpose and mission.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)
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* If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rules was as follows:

Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature 
(if required)

Tom Jones
Trudy Harper
Melissa Geist
Rhedona Rose
Purna Saggurti
Johnny Stites
Teresa Vanhooser
Barry Wilmore

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of proposed rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted by the 
Tennessee Tech Board of Trustees on 03/21/2019, and is in compliance with the provisions of T.C.A. § 4-5-222. 
The Secretary of State is hereby instructed that, in the absence of a petition for proposed rules being filed under 
the conditions set out herein and in the locations described, he is to treat the proposed rules as being placed on 
file in his office as rules at the expiration of ninety (90) days of the filing of the proposed rule with the Secretary of 
State.

Date:

Signature:

Name of Officer:

Title of Officer: 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on:

Notary Public Signature:

My commission expires on:
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Agency/Board/Commission:

Rule Chapter Number(s): 

All proposed rules provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the State of 
Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act, 
Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5.

_______________________________ 
Herbert H. Slatery III

Attorney General and Reporter

_______________________________
Date

Department of State Use Only

Filed with the Department of State on:

Effective on: 

_________________________________
Tre Hargett

Secretary of State
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Regulatory Flexibility Addendum

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process, all agencies shall 
conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule affects small business. 

The rule is not anticipated to have an impact on small business.

March 21, 2019, Board Agenda and Materials - Audit & Business Committee Report & Recommendations

208



SS-7038 (October 2018) RDA 169310

Impact on Local Governments

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228 “any rule proposed to be promulgated shall state in a simple 
declarative sentence, without additional comments on the merits of the policy of the rules or regulation, whether 
the rule or regulation may have a projected impact on local governments.”  (See Public Chapter Number 1070 
(http://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/106/pub/pc1070.pdf) of the 2010 Session of the General Assembly) 

The rule is not anticipated to have an impact on local government.
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Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee

All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(1). 

(A) A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule;

The rule establishes the general conditions and terms on which it will makes its property available to the public 
for rent or for purposes unrelated to its education and research purpose and mission.  Tennessee Tech has not 
previously promulgated a rule on this matter.

(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto;

T.C.A. § 4-5-102(12)(A) defines a rule as “an agency regulation, standard, statement, or document of general 
applicability that [d]escribes the procedure or practice requirements of an agency.” Tennessee Tech’s
statements related to rental of its property appear to fall within the terms of this definition.

(C) Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule;

Any person or entity that wishes to rent space on Tennessee Tech’s property is affected by this rule.  Because 
Tennessee Tech has had a similar policy in place since 2012, Tennessee Tech does not believe affected 
persons or individuals would urge rejection of the rule.  The Tennessee Tech Board of Trustees urges adoption 
of this rule.

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 
the rule or the necessity to promulgate the rule;

None of which Tennessee Tech is aware.

(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less;

No impact

(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule;

Dr. Claire Stinson, Vice President for Planning and Finance

(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees;

Dr. Claire Stinson, Vice President for Planning and Finance

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 
will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and

1 William L. Jones Drive, Cookeville, TN 38505; 931-372-3311; cstinson@tntech.edu
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(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests.

N/A
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Rules
Of

Tennessee Technological University, Cookeville

Chapter 0240-09-07
Rental of Tennessee Tech Property

New Chapter

Table of Contents is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall read as follows:

0240-09-07-.01 Purpose and Implementation
0240-09-07-.02 Scope
0240-09-07-.03 Definitions
0240-09-07-.04 General Policy
0240-09-07-.05 Priority of Use and Frequency of Rental
0240-09-07-.06 Rental Requirements
0240-09-07-.07 Application and Agreement Process
0240-09-07-.08 Payment by Renter
0240-09-07-.09 Penalties 
0240-09-07-.10 Exceptions

0240-09-07-.01 Purpose and Implementation is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property 
and shall read as follows:

0240-09-07-.01 Purpose and Implementation

(1) The purpose of this rule is to provide a uniform basis upon which Tennessee Tech can regulate and 
facilitate the rental of its Property.

(2) This rule is intended to operate consistently with Tennessee Tech’s educational and research purpose 
and mission through the implementation of reasonable and viewpoint-neutral restrictions related to rented 
Property.

(3) This rule shall be implemented and construed so as to preserve the primacy of Tennessee Tech’s 
educational and research purpose and mission, to protect the safety of persons and security of Property, 
and to prevent the use of Tennessee Tech’s Property contrary to federal or state laws, rules, regulations, 
or Tennessee Tech policies.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.02 Scope is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall read as 
follows: 

0240-09-07-.02 Scope

(1) This rule does not apply to use of Tennessee Tech Property by affiliated users for Official Tennessee 
Tech Purposes or for free speech activities.  Such use is subject to Tennessee Technological University 
Rules, Chapter 0240-09-06.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.03 Definitions is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall read as 
follows:

0240-09-07-.03 Definitions

(1) Official Tennessee Tech Purpose:  Use of Tennessee Tech Property by student groups/organizations, 
administrative offices, and/or departments for events, programs, activities, etc. that primarily support 
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Tennessee Tech’s purpose and mission and/or are planned primarily for members of the Tennessee 
Tech community.

(2) Renter: A person or entity who has received the appropriate approvals and has received a fully executed 
agreement for the rental of Tennessee Tech Property.

(3) Tennessee Tech Property or Property:  All facilities and property owned, leased, or controlled by 
Tennessee Tech.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.04 General Policy is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall 
read as follows:

0240-09-07-.04 General Policy

(1) Tennessee Tech dedicates its Property primarily for use by its students and employees for purposes that 
promote its educational and research purpose and mission.

(2) Consistent with its purpose and mission, priority of use, and pursuant to this rule, Tennessee Tech may 
make certain portions of its Property available for rent to students, employees, or the public for purposes 
other than for Official Tennessee Tech Purposes.

(3) Tennessee Tech may establish and modify, in its sole discretion, rental fees and charges for use of 
Property and will publish those rates to the public.

(4) Tennessee Tech may, in its sole discretion, deny or limit the use of any Property if:

(a) The requested Property has not been designated as available for rental; 

(b) The requested Property has been previously reserved by another user or Renter with equal or higher 
priority;

(c) The requested Property is not available for rental during the time requested;

(d) The rental would be impractical due to scheduled usage prior to or following the requested rental;

(e) The applicant has knowingly provided inaccurate or false information in the rental application; 

(f) The applicant or the applicant’s invitees or guests violated federal or state law(s), rule(s), 
regulation(s), or Tennessee Tech policy or policies during a previous use;

(g) The use would constitute an immediate and actual danger to Tennessee Tech students and/or 
employees, or to the peace or security of Tennessee Tech that available law enforcement officials 
could not control with reasonable effort;

(h) The anticipated size or attendance of the activity or event exceeds building/fire codes, established 
safety standards, and/or the physical or other limitations of the Property;

(i) The anticipated nature or duration of the activity or event cannot be reasonably accommodated in the 
requested Property;

(j) The anticipated size and/or location of the activity or event would cause disruption or interference with 
normal Tennessee Tech activities, the educational use of other Property or services, or the flow of 
vehicular or pedestrian traffic;

(k) The rental conflicts with existing Tennessee Tech contractual obligations;

(l) Tennessee Tech does not have sufficient institutional resources available for the proposed use as 
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determined by the appropriate Tennessee Tech official(s); 

(m) The rental would be contrary to federal or state law(s), rule(s), regulation(s), or Tennessee Tech 
policy or policies; or

(n) Other extenuating circumstances exist that, in the sole determination of Tennessee Tech, prevent or 
limit rental of the Property.

(5) Renter must abide by all terms and conditions stated in the rental agreement, in addition to any 
requirements in federal or state laws, rules, regulations, or in Tennessee Tech policies.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.05 Priority of Use and Frequency of Rental is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee 
Tech Property and shall read as follows: 

0240-09-07-.05 Priority of Use and Frequency of Rental

(1) Tennessee Tech will establish priority of use of Property that is consistent with its educational and 
research purpose and mission.

(2) Tennessee Tech may set reasonable limitations on the frequency of rental, intermittent rental, or repeated 
rental of Tennessee Tech Property.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.06 Rental Requirements is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and 
shall read as follows: 

0240-09-07-.06 Rental Requirements

(1) Renter and Renter’s use of Property shall comply with federal and state laws, rules, regulations, and 
Tennessee Tech policies, including, but not limited to, applicable fire and safety codes and Tennessee 
Tech policies related to the safety of minors on campus.

(2) Use of Tennessee Tech Property is limited to the declared purpose in the rental agreement. 

(3) Renters must comply with applicable Tennessee Tech contractual obligations, including but not limited to 
use of Tennessee Tech’s contracted dining service vendor, beverage pouring rights exclusivity, etc.  

(4) Renter is solely responsible for ensuring that invitees and guests comply with federal and state laws, 
rules, regulations, and Tennessee Tech policies.

(5) Tennessee Tech may assign and charge for additional services that Tennessee Tech determines, in its 
sole discretion, are necessary for any event considering the event’s nature, size, location, or anticipated 
attendance.

(6) To the extent allowed by federal or state law, Renter must agree to indemnify Tennessee Tech and hold it 
harmless from any and all liabilities arising out of Renter’s use of Property, including, but not limited to, 
personal injury, property damage, court costs, attorney’s fees, and any other damage, whether caused by 
Renter, invitees, guests, or by Renter’s employees, agents, or contractors.

(7) Renter must provide, upon request, proof of insurance of the types and coverages determined by 
Tennessee Tech to be appropriate for the intended use.  Tennessee Tech may, in its sole discretion, 
require Renter to include the State of Tennessee, the Tennessee Tech Board of Trustees, and/or 
Tennessee Tech as additionally insured entities on Renter’s insurance policy.

(8) If requested, all persons on Property in conjunction with Renter’s use shall provide adequate identification 
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to appropriate officials and security personnel of Tennessee Tech. Persons who refuse to provide such 
identification may be subject to immediate removal from Tennessee Tech Property and/or arrest, as 
appropriate.

(9) Renters and their invitees and guests are restricted to the area(s) approved for their use.

(10)Renter may not have overnight access to or use of Property unless specifically requested and approved 
by Tennessee Tech in the rental agreement or other written agreement.

(11)Renter may not use Property to conduct profit-making activities unless specifically agreed upon in the 
rental agreement or in a separate agreement specifically addressing the profit-making activities.

(12)Renter must return Property in the same condition it was in when made available to the Renter.  Renter 
will be responsible for all expenses incurred by Tennessee Tech to remedy the condition of damaged 
Tennessee Tech Property.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.07 Application and Agreement Process is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech 
Property and shall read as follows:

0240-09-07-.07 Application and Agreement Process

(1) Tennessee Tech will establish and publish an application process, which will result in an estimate of fees 
and charges for the rental of the requested Property.

(2) Any such estimated amount is subject to change if the actual conditions related to the activity or event 
differ from those presented in the application. Renter will be responsible for all such charges.

(3) Rental of Tennessee Tech Property is not approved until Renter and Tennessee Tech have fully 
executed a rental agreement.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.08 Payment by Renter is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and 
shall read as follows: 

0240-09-07-.08 Payment by Renter

(1) All rentals are subject to applicable rental fees and charges for required services, including, but not limited 
to, maintenance, custodial, utilities, set-up, audio-visual, and security. 

(2) If rental includes the use of Tennessee Tech equipment, Tennessee Tech may limit the operation of that 
equipment to Tennessee Tech employees and may assess an additional charge for the use of such 
equipment and for the associated labor. 

(3) Renter must make payment as described in the rental agreement. 

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.09 Penalties is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall read 
as follows:

0240-09-07-.09 Penalties
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(1) Tennessee Tech may immediately terminate Renter’s permission to use Tennessee Tech Property and 
may deny future requests for rental if Renter or Renter’s invitees or guests violate any provision of the 
rental agreement or any federal or state law, rule, regulation, or Tennessee Tech policy.  

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)

0240-09-07-.10 Exceptions is added to Chapter 0240-09-07 Rental of Tennessee Tech Property and shall read 
as follows:

0240-09-07-.10 Exceptions

(1) The President or the President’s designee may grant exceptions to this rule when, in his/her sole 
discretion, the requested exception is in furtherance of Tennessee Tech’s educational and research 
purpose and mission.

Authority:  T.C. A. § 49-8-203(a)(4)
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