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A Message from Outgoing Chair Mark Groundland

Our faculty and students
once again illustrated the
productivity and excel-
lence within the Depart-
ment of Foreign Lan-
guages during the 2016-
2017 academic year. Our
department underwent
our five-year academic
audit, and after preparing
for it for more than a
year, we are very happy

to report that we passed
it with “flying colors.”

Like previous issues, this
newsletter highlights the
accomplishments of our
students, faculty and
alumni during the previ-
ous academic year.

One final note: As of Aug.
1, 2017, I stepped down
as interim chair and have

resumed faculty status,
teaching Spanish classes,
providing service to the
department, university
and the profession and
have also resumed my
research agenda. Martin
Sheehan, associate profes-
sor of German, is now the
interim chair of the de-
partment. I know he will
excel in this position. T

Meet New Interim Chair Martin Sheehan

It is an honor and a privi-
lege for me to serve the
department in this new
position, and I am looking
forward to getting to know
all our students—past,
present and future.

Allow me to introduce my-
self—I am an associate

professor of German here
at Tennessee Tech, where

I am beginning my sev-
enth year. Although I be-
gan my undergraduate
career in electrical engi-
neering at the University
of South Carolina, I decid-
ed to pursue German with
the intention of teaching
at the high school level.
While a graduate student
at the University of Virgin-
ia, however, I found that I
wanted to focus on re-
search as well as instruc-
tion.

When possible, I try to
create courses that intro-
duce students to my re-
search areas: dramatic
comedy, disability studies,
photography theory and
digital humanities. I'll be
spending more time on

my administrative and ser-
vice responsibilities as in-
terim chair, but I still hope
to pursue some smaller
projects. My biggest pro-
ject, of course, will be
working with faculty and
students to develop and
strengthen our department.
We all want to help our stu-
dents succeed!

We would love for you to
share any news you may
have for us to publish in
future newsletters. Please
contact me at
msheehan@tntech.edu
with your news and up-
dates. You can also follow
our department on Twitter
@TnTechDFL. Best wishes
to all for an excellent 2017-
2018 academic year! F
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“'Studying abroad is
invaluable. You will
learn so much, not
just about another

culture, but also
about your own
culture, and even
about yourself. ™

Focus on Students

Kate Trebing:
Journalism and
French Major

I became interested in ma-
joring in French when I
learned of the study abroad
programs available at Tech.
Before I started college, I
didn’t think it was possible
for me to travel, let alone
study or work abroad! As I
learned about the opportuni-
ties available in college to
experience the world and
discover new cultures, I real-
ized I wanted to have a
deeper investment in the
places where I traveled. I
wanted to be able to com-
municate with the people I
met in either their own lan-
guage or a language that we
both understood.

French is the sixth most
widely spoken language in
the world, and it is second
only to English in being an
official language of 29 coun-
tries. The French language is
also critical to the English
vocabulary. About one-third
of English either stems from
or is linked to French. I love
learning about a language
which has so much relevance
to both my own culture and
to a large majority of the
world beyond our country’s
borders. I believe that my
knowledge of French will act
as a gate through which I
can enter into other cultures
and meet new people.

I also love being a part of
Tech’s Department of For-
eign Languages. Before I
joined TTU'’s foreign lan-

guage program, I didn't
understand how people
could be so devoted to
their majors. The TTU
French Club, Avant-Garde,
is one of my favorite as-
pects of the French pro-
gram. We have themed
movie nights, conversation
hours and group trips for
everything from volunteer-
ing in local schools (crépe
workshops) to seeing a
Francophone comedian
performance.

And of course, I love the
fact that my French major
strongly recommends
studying abroad as a sup-
plement to my education.
To date, I have spent my
last two summers abroad
in Argentina and France,
studying Spanish and
French respectively. Stud-
ying abroad is invaluable.
You will learn so much,
not just about another
culture, but also about
your own culture, and
even about yourself. Dur-
ing the course of the past
two summers, I have

learned about myself and
grown as an individual
more than I have in the
past four years as an un-
dergrad.

I am excited about my fu-
ture with my French de-
gree! After I graduate, I
plan to serve abroad in the
Peace Corps (in a franco-
phone country), after
which I would like to teach
in France. I would like to
earn my master’s degree
in French studies, and pos-
sibly a doctorate someday,
so that I can become a
French professor back
home in the United States.
However, I know that I
want to live abroad for
several years after I grad-
uate.

For me, studying French is
only the beginning of an
international education. I
have read that after learn-
ing a second language, it is
much easier to learn an
additional language. I plan
to test this theory. The
world is full of opportuni-
ties; all that is necessary is
to get out of your comfort
zone and explore these
prospects. F

Did You Know?

Most TTU foreign language
majors study abroad at
least once. Tech has an
excellent study-abroad
program and can help pay
for airfare. Immersing
yourself in another culture
and language can change
your life!
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Brian Kilgore: Biochemistry and German Major

The primary reason I de-
cided to become a Ger-
man major is that learn-
ing a new language was
fun for me. I took two
years of German in high
school with Ken Brown,
one of the best teachers
I've ever had, and it was
easily the most fun class
I took in high school.
Learning about a new
language and culture was
absolutely fascinating,
and when I had the op-
portunity to visit Germa-
ny on a school trip during
the summer between my
junior and senior years, I
became even more moti-
vated to learn as much
German as I could in high
school.

When I arrived at Ten-
nessee Tech as a chemi-
cal engineering major, I
didn’t have any plans to
study German because I
was focused on the engi-
neering degree that I
thought would eventually
become my primary
source of income. I still
needed electives, though,
so I decided to take Ger-
man culture and civiliza-

tion, since I already knew
a little about the topic. In
taking the course, I real-
ized just how much I
missed learning German;
eventually I talked to my
professor, Martin
Sheehan, about what
opportunities might be
available for me to take a
few German classes.

After hearing about the
special option for dual
majors in the sciences
and foreign languages
that eliminated many of
the courses I didn't see
as particularly relevant to
me, I realized that earn-
ing a second degree in a
foreign language wasn't
all that much more work
than just obtaining a mi-
nor in German. I decided
that graduating with de-
grees in science and for-
eign language was proba-
bly worth it, even if I had
to take an extra semester
to do so. I filled out the
paperwork and declared a
second major of German
at the end of my fresh-
man year. Since then I've
changed my primary ma-
jor from chemical engi-
neering to biochemistry,
but my German major is
here to stay.

My most memorable ex-
perience in the German
program so far is un-
doubtedly the month I
spent this summer study-
ing German at Universitat
Bremen in northwestern
Germany. I had been to
Germany several times
before, but never alone

and never for an entire
month. It was an amazing
experience learning Ger-
man alongside 120 other
students from 63 different
countries, and then having
to put that knowledge into
practice to talk to my fel-
low students, my host
family or even random
people on the street. I
was amazed at how quick-
ly you can learn another
language if you use it in
your everyday life. It was
also the first time in my
life that I made friends
who could not speak or
understand English at all.
It was one of the best
months in my life thus far,
and I hope I have the op-
portunity to do something
similar again in the future.

As for what I plan to do
with my two degrees, I'm
hoping to apply to gradu-
ate school to study chem-
istry in Germany. My Ger-
man isn‘t quite on that
level yet, but I've still got
a year and a half left at
TTU, and I'm getting
close. I'm confident that if
I keep working at it I'll be
able to reach my goal.

Did You Know?

French, German and
Spanish are popular sec-
ondary majors at TTU for
students from a wide vari-
ety of other disciplines,
such as Engineering, Busi-
ness, History and English.
Knowing a second lan-
guage can provide an
“edge” in the job market!

“I was amazed at
how quickly you can
learn another

language if you use it

in your everyday
life."
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Clark Dycus: Secondary Ed. with Spanish Concentration

)
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Regrettably, I did not take
my high school Spanish
classes seriously enough.
However, in my sopho-
more year of college I was
lucky enough to have a
truly inspiring Spanish
teacher. Sefiora Andrews
provided me with a great
knowledge base and, per-
haps more importantly,
instilled in me a love of
learning Spanish. Through
her impassioned teaching,
full of personal anecdotes
about living or staying in a
variety of Spanish-
speaking countries, every
student was fully captiva-
ted by simple yet enthra-
Iling lessons. I began to
feel a great rush in practi-
cing Spanish—in trying to
remember words, in
answering my own ques-
tions about its operations
and in trying to translate
various texts. Learning
Spanish became a game
to me and I felt perpetua-
lly enchanted by it.

Later in my college career,
when I realized that my
pursuits in psychology
weren’t exactly right for
me, I remembered how
much I had really loved
my class with Sefiora An-

drews and every Spanish
class after that. One day it
dawned on me that this
was the field of study for
me. I began to realize that
Spanish could pave the
way for a wide variety of
careers. I could live in the
U.S. or I could live
abroad; I could translate
for a business, govern-
ment entity, hospital or
school; or, I could teach
Spanish.

Being the oldest of several
siblings, I've always been
comfortable around chil-
dren. Because my mother
is a teacher, I've always
valued knowledge and
learning new things, and I
understood early the im-
portance of bestowing that
knowledge on future ge-
nerations. I recognized
that teaching Spanish
could be a great way to
help others and to feel
that I was making a signi-
ficant impact on the
world—all while learning
about, and possibly trave-
ling to, some of the most
fascinating and unique
cultures on the globe.

This recognition eventually
convinced me to change
my major from psychology
to secondary education:
Spanish.

Since then, my time with
the Department of Foreign
Languages at Tennessee
Tech has been as en-
riching and enjoyable as
my first college Spanish
class. I was fortunate
enough to take classes
covering a variety of uses

of the Spanish language:
business in the Spanish-
speaking world, how to
translate properly, and
literature courses. Some
of my favorite classes
were those on Spanish
films and an overview on
Latin American history.
Each professor left an in-
delible impact on my ac-
quisition of Spanish and
shaped my efforts to be-
come a future Spanish
teacher. They also helped
me to see the abundant
opportunities that
teaching Spanish offered.

Apart from my Spanish
classes, there have also
been many unforgettable
out-of-class experiences,
as well. Many a funny
joke or misunderstanding
has arisen in the Spanish
conversation hours of-
fered by the department.
I've also enjoyed the Ami-
gos’ (Spanish Club) movie
nights; that is where I
first saw one of my favori-
te Spanish movies, Vivir
es facil con ojos cerrados.
In addition, Manuel Villal-
ba, assistant profesor of
Spanish, once took seve-
ral of us students to a
Mexican restaurant and
we were only allowed to
talk in Spanish, which was
a lot of fun.

In short, my time under
the guidance of the De-
partment of Foreign Lan-
guages here at TTU has
simply been unforget-
table. Professor Villalba,
in particular, has been a
continued on next page
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continued from previous page

great mentor and role
model for me regarding
second-language acquisi-
tion. I already can envi-
sion myself occasionally
returning after I graduate
to converse with many of
the professors here and
discuss pedagogical issues
with them. I still have one
more semester before I
fulfill that hypothetical,
but given the knowledge
and the tools that my
Spanish professors have
equipped me with, I think
it's a pretty safe assum-
ption that I will find post-
graduate success in the
world around me. 'F

Did You Know?

Studying a second lan-
guage can improve your
skills and grades in math
and English and can im-
prove graduate entrance
exam scores—GREs,
MCATs, LSATs!

German Students Exhibit Work

Students from Martin
Sheehan’s German 3150
“Introduction to German
Literature” course shared
what they discovered, cre-
ated, designed and ex-
plored in fall semester
2016 during a learning ex-
hibition entitled “Coffee,
Cake, and Creativity”
(above). Attendees learned
about German literary
masterpieces and the crea-
tive ways Sheehan’s stu-
dents connected them to
our contemporary world.

In spring 2017, students
from Sheehan’s German
2520 course exhibited their

critical inquiry projects dur-
ing an event called
“Visualizing Challenges: A
QEP/EDGE Exhibition”
(below). The event featured
a wide range of student
research posters that ex-
plored what images from
the German culture can tell
us about global challenges,
urgent international threats
to humanity’s potential to
build a better future for
everyone on earth which
include issues such as gen-
der equality, social justice,
global ethics, education
and technological innova-
tion. F

Senior Capstone Experiences: 2016-17

Student names, the faculty
with whom they worked and
the topics for their foreign
languages senior capstone
projects for the past aca-
demic year were:

Rad Cuebas (w/ Sheehan),
"Digedags und die DDR:
Comics in Ostdeutschland"
[Digedags and the German
Democratic Republic:
Comics in East Germany]

Sarah Gillespie (w/ Bar-
nard), "Comparaison entre
les attitudes envers I'anglais
et l'arabe en France” [A
Comparison of Attitudes

toward English and Arabic
in France]

Kaylee Lankford (w/
Villalba), "Las mujeres en
las obras de Federico Gar-
cia Lorca” [A Study of
Women in the Literary
Works of Federico Garcia
Lorca]

Elisabeth Lomax (w/
Groundland), "El declive del
catolicismo en la Espafia
contemporanea” [The De-
cline of Catholicism in Con-
temporary Spain]

Jessica Mathias (w/ Lau-
rila), "Desarrollando la

economia nicaraguense a
través de la educacion infor-
mal” [A View of the Nicara-
guan Economy through the
Lens of Informal Education]

Sarah Millard (w/ Ground-
land), “"La influencia mater-
nal en las novelas de Es-
meralda Santiago [Maternal
Influence in the Novels of
Esmeralda Santiago]

Bethany Shelton (w/ Vi-
llalba), "Las mujeres dias-
péricas en el cine contem-
poraneo espafiol” [Diasporic
Women in Contemporary
Spanish Cinema]
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Foreign Language Clubs
French Club (Avant-Garde)

Faculty Advisor:
Debbie Barnard, Ph.D.

dbarnard@tntech.edu

Faculty Advisors:
Julia Gruber, Ph.D.
juliabaker@tntech.edu

Martin Sheehan, Ph.D.
msheehan@tntech.edu

Students at Livingston
Academy join French Club
members in making crépes.

Avant-Garde was busy in
the fall and spring semes-
ters. In fall, club mem-
bers traveled to Sparta to
make crépes with the
French students at White

County High School, held
several conversation
hours (both beginner and
advanced), enjoyed the
sixth annual Zombie Pot-
luck at Halloween and
celebrated the end of the
semester with lunch at
The Bull and Thistle.

The club kicked off 2017
in style by traveling to
Atlanta to see a show by
France's top comedian,
Gad El Maleh. Members
also went to Livingston
Academy for two crépe-
making sessions, held
more conversation hours
and sponsored another
successful series of crépe
workshops, where the
club shares its crépe
knowledge with the larger

German Club (Der deutsche Klub)

German Club held several
events last year. Our an-
nual Oktoberfest served
up a real German feast
(sausages, sauerkraut,
potato salad, rolls) and
gave students and other
Tech community members
a chance to arm wrestle
and learn German tongue
twisters. We also spon-
sored multiple film eve-
nings and conversation
hours.

A group of students joined
associate professor of Ger-
man Julia Gruber on a
hike to Virgin Falls. We
also set up a table at Win-
dow on the World (WOW)
to sell German/Austrian
baked goods and choco-
lates to the Cookeville

community.

Finally, Der deutsche Klub

awarded the annual German

Club award for “Most Dedi-
cated Student of German at

TTU” for 2016-17 to Danielle

Brannon. She was instru-
mental in making our pres-
ence at this year's WOW a
success. She applied herself
and surprised us all with
little gifts all year long.
Danke, Danielle! 'F

French Club members enjoy
a performance by France’s
top comedian, Gad El Maleh,
in Atlanta.

community. The semes-
ter finished up with partic-
ipation in TTU's interna-
tional festival, Window on
the World, and another
celebratory lunch at The
Bull and Thistle. F

German Club mem-
bers hike to Virgin
Falls with professor
Julia Gruber.

Julia Gruber (right)
presents award to Ger-
man student Danielle
Brannon.
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Spanish Club (Amigos)

Academic year 2016-2017
was another exciting time
for Amigos. We met regu-
larly during both fall and
spring semesters to prac-
tice our Spanish commu-
nicative skills. Our now
legendary conversation
hour was open to all stu-
dents (advanced and be-
ginner) and to the com-
munity at large. This ac-
tivity allowed the partici-
pants to practice their
Spanish skills in a friendly
and informal environment,
and helped us become
more aware of the chal-
lenges the Latino commu-
nity faces in the U.S.

In April we participated in
Window on the World.
Professors Groundland
and Villalba helped us by
hosting our table at the
event. Our mission was to

Alpha Mu Gamma

Lydie-Claire Brown, a TTU
alumna with a double ma-
jor in French and history,
regaled the inductees and
guests with a memorable
speech about her back-
ground and the im-
portance of foreign lan-
guages for her personally
and professionally. You
can read more about
Brown in the Alumni Spot-
light section of this news-
letter.

During the induction cere-
mony, new members were
recognized for their out-
standing achievements
while learning French,
German or Spanish here
at TTU. The inductees rec-

Spanish professor Mark Groundland and members of Amigos
participate in Window on the World in April.

help the community gain
a better understanding of
Hispanic cultures. We
distributed information on
very different cultural
points, we played games
with children and we
shared some Mexican
candies with our visitors.

ognized at the Spring
2017 ceremony are:

French

Mary McCullough
Rosaura Mejia
German

Samia Anderson

Kaitlynn Marshall

The past year was a suc-
cess and we are looking
forward to more exciting
activities during 2017-18
for the Spanish Club.

Faculty Advisor:
Manuel Villalba, Ph.D.

News Flash: Follow the
TTU Amigos’ new Insta-
gram, @tntechamigos! F

myvillalba@tntech.edu

Spanish

Cydney Carter
Zackary James Garner
Angela Denise Jones
Bailee Michaels

Sarah E. Millard

Sarah Newberry

Hannah Slayton
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Cuebas Offered Fulbright

Rad Cuebas (German '17)
was selected for a Fulbright
U.S. Student Program
English Teaching
Assistantship in Germany
from the U.S. Department
of State and the J. William
Fulbright Board.

Rad is one of more than
1,900 U.S. citizens given
the opportunity to conduct
research, teach English and
provide expertise abroad
for the 2017-2018
academic year through the
Fulbright U.S. Student
Program. Recipients of
Fulbright awards are
selected on the basis of
academic and professional
achievement as well as
record of service and
leadership potential in their
respective fields.

The Fulbright Program is
the flagship international
educational exchange pro-
gram sponsored by the
U.S. government and is
designed to build lasting
connections between the
people of the United States
and the people of other
countries. The Fulbright

Program is funded through
an annual appropriation
made by the U.S. Congress
to the U.S. Department of
State’s Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs.
Participating governments
and host institutions, cor-
porations and foundations
around the world also pro-
vide direct and indirect
support to the Program,
which operates in more
than 160 countries world-
wide.

Since its inception in 1946,
the Fulbright Program has
given more than 370,000
students, scholars, teach-
ers, artists and scientists
the opportunity to study,
teach and conduct re-
search, exchange ideas
and contribute to finding
solutions to shared interna-
tional concerns.

Did You Know?

In the past ten years, a
total of six TTU foreign
language majors have re-
ceived a Fulbright award.

During the same time pe-
riod, nine Tennessee Tech
French majors have been
chosen for the Teaching
Assistant Program
(TAPIF).

For more information
about applying for a Ful-
bright or the TAPIF, con-
tact Debbie Barnard, asso-
ciate professor of French,
at dbarnard@tntech.edu.

FL Alumni
Chosen
for TAPIF

Sarah Gillespie (French
'17, above) and Meghan
O'Donoghue (French/
political science '14, be-
low) have both been se-
lected to participate in the
French government's
Teaching Assistant Pro-
gram in France (TAPIF) for
2017-2018. Gillespie has
been assigned to a high
school in the area of Gre-
noble, and O'Donoghue
will spend the period from
October - April working
among three junior high
schools in Limoges.

The TAPIF program is a
joint initiative sponsored
by the French Ministry of
Education and coordinated
by the French Embassy,
which selects approxi-
mately 1,100 American
students each year to
work in French primary
and secondary

schools. 'IF
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Alumni Spotlight

Lydie-Claire Brown, French and History, 2014

Books were my first expe-
rience with other lan-
guages. I found that
books opened many win-
dows for me. Through
books I could go to places
such as Narnia or Hog-
warts, but I could also
explore other languages
and cultures, too. From an
early age I began copying
down non-English words
and researching them.

I am the only child of a
poet and a scientist, and
the oldest grandchild of
Depression-era farmers. I
am also the only person in
my family to speak anoth-
er language, and the only
one to have lived abroad.

I was in high school when
I went abroad for the first
time. I was already inter-
ested in French, but that
trip cemented my interest.
I clearly remember order-
ing un sandwich du jam-
bon outside Notre Dame
de Chartres, and having
the person understand
me! Suddenly I felt as if I
had a superpower.

When I came to Tech I
double-majored in Euro-
pean history and French
language. In my senior
year I applied to the
Teaching Assistant Pro-
gram in France (TAPIF),
the French government’s
language exchange pro-
gram, which brings native
speakers of critical lan-
guages to the country and
pays for them to work
directly with students.
This provides opportuni-

ties to converse with na-
tive speakers of English
and hear their accents and
syntax, as well as ex-
change cultural experienc-
es. If you're a French
speaker, I strongly en-
courage you to apply for
TAPIF; it is life-changing.

During my time with the
TAPIF I was stationed at
Lycée in St-Brieuc, a mid-
size town situated on the
Baie de St-Brieuc in north-
ern, coastal Bretagne. My
family and friends were all
a little shocked and/or
appalled that I was plan-
ning to move there by
myself, but I was excited.
I moved in with a woman
and her adult daughter
(Marie-Claude et Stepha-
nie) who lived just behind
the school where I taught.

France opened an amaz-
ing number of windows for
me. Every occurrence be-
came an adventure or a
new learning opportunity.
I took harp lessons, at-
tended a seminar on im-
provisation in Celtic folk
music and learned how to
make macarons, among
many other mini-
adventures. My French
improved greatly with
each of these activities,
and my own sense of in-
dependence grew. I devel-
oped moxie!

French also opened a very
big window that I never
had considered before -
the corporate world. I had
planned to focus on my
history degree and go to

graduate school after the
TAPIF. But when I came
back from France, I dis-
covered that I was more
committed to using French
in my employment, and
that my French degree was
very marketable. Within a
month of coming home, I
had a job with Internation-
al Scholarship and Tuition
Services (ISTS).

Eventually I became su-
pervisor for the other bilin-
gual reps in the company.
I use French in my job
about 50 percent of the
time. This includes working
with Canadian scholarship
programs, and also talking
with Senegalese,
Mahgrebin, Haitian and
Cambodian immigrants to
help them figure out ways
to further their education.
One Cameroonian woman
named Marguerite had a
lot of trouble completing
her paperwork, becoming
more and more confused
and frustrated. She is now
much more comfortable
and confident speaking to
me in French than talking
to my coworker in English.
The work is very reward-
ing: I feel that I am part of
the reason that Marguerite
is going back to school to
earn her Bachelor’s degree
in nursing.

continued on page 12

“France opened
an amazing
number of
windows for me.

Every occurrence

became an
adventure or a
new learning
opportunity.”
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"I take students to
Berlin every year, so
there I can share my
research interests and

show students what I
love about the city.”

"“An engineer who
speaks German has a
tremendous edge in

the job market.”

Julia Gruber

Faculty Spotlight

Julia Gruber, Associate Professor of German

I grew up in Graz, Austria,
and lived there until I was
25. I completed a master's
degree in English/German
literature and linguistics and
an ELS degree at the Karl
Franzens University in Graz.
My plan was to teach Eng-
lish and German to high
school students. I also stud-
ied to teach German as a
second language to non-
native German students
who came to the University
of Graz to study. As an un-
dergraduate student, I
spent a year abroad in Aus-
tralia.

After graduating and realiz-
ing how much grading was
involved in teaching two
languages, I knew it was
not something I wanted to
do for the rest of my life. I
applied for, and received, a
Fulbright Scholarship to
study in the U.S. I complet-
ed a master’s in German at
Bowling Green State Uni-
versity. I also met my hus-
band there.

As a European Fulbright
recipient I had to leave the
U.S. for two years, but I did
not go back to Austria; in-
stead, I got a job as a lec-
turer in Wales in the U.K. I
married, and two years lat-
er we moved back to Ohio.
Again, I tried teaching in a
public school, but it made
me very unhappy. So once
again, I decided to go back
to school; four years and
two babies later, I complet-
ed a Ph.D. in German stud-
ies at the University of Cin-
cinnati.

My research has always
focused on the underdog,
e.g., women, immigrants,
children and Jews. Most
recently, I have collected
and conducted interviews
with living Austrian and
German authors on the top-
ic of family novels. A collec-
tion of these interviews and
essays by scholars from the
U.S. and Europe is sched-
uled to be published later
this year.

I have taught courses on
literature by immigrants
and literature by women.
When I am unable to teach
a whole course on my re-
search, I show films and
discuss articles and books
that deal with my research
interests with my students.
I love the city of Berlin,
where some of the family
novels I have written about
take place. I take students
to Berlin every year, so
there I can share my re-
search interests and show
students what I love about
the city.

Germany is among the top
economic players in Ten-
nessee. Students who
speak German add consid-
erable value to their re-
sumes. Some of our gradu-
ates work in German com-
panies in Tennessee and
are responsible for the en-
tire German sections of
their companies. The Ger-
man program at TTU tries
to reach out to the College
of Engineering to attract
their students to the pro-
gram. An engineer who

speaks German has a tre-
mendous edge in the job
market.

In the past eight years, 1
have taken more than 100
TTU students to Germany.
I hope to continue taking
this trip. Although we are
only there for ten days, I
always notice great chang-
es in my students. They
become more self-aware,
more confident, more in-
dependent. Many of them
want to go abroad again,
and for longer. I am proud
of the many German stu-
dents who have received
Fulbright scholarships to
teach and study in a Ger-
man-speaking country. I
believe the German sec-
tion at this university chal-
lenges students - learning
a foreign language is nev-
er easy - but it also
equips them with a
knowledge that often
translates into power: the
power to function in a dif-
ferent culture by speaking
and understanding anoth-
er language.

I am still in touch with

many of the students who
took my classes. Some of
them report that they got

continued on next page
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continued from previous page ence to more students

their jobs based on their
knowledge of German or
because they went
abroad and became more
open-minded, more cou-
rageous, more curious. I
want to give this experi-

at TTU and my dream is
for the language re-
quirement to be reintro-
duced so every student
here will have a chance
to learn a second lan-
guage. F

Selected Recent Achievements by DFL Faculty

Debbie Barnard pub-
lished another article in
May 2016, “La littérature
comme religion séculiere
dans Mohammed Cohen
de Claude Kayat” in Les
Cahiers du GRELCEF. She
also received an EDGE
Creative Inquiry Curricu-
lum grant to use toward
converting her French
Culture and Civilization
course (FREN 2510/3510)
to an online format.

Karen Burdette
(emerita) presented the
following paper at the
Southwest Council of Lat-
in American Studies
(SCOLAS) conference in
Campeche, Mexico in
March 2017: "Yo leo, yo
puedo,; no leo, no puedo:
Literary Challenges in an
Immigrant Community in
Tennessee, USA.” In
2015, she presented a
paper entitled “Welsh
Consonant Mutations and
Spanish Consonant Allo-
phones: Are there Simi-
larities?” at the South-
eastern Conference on
Linguistics (SECOL) at
Coastal Carolina Universi-
ty in Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina.

Mark Groundland con-
tinues to index journal
articles for the MLA Inter-

national Bibliography.

Julia Gruber published a
book review on Kaleidos-
kop. Kultur. Literatur und
Grammatik in Die
Unterrichtspraxis /
Teaching German. She
has also edited a special
issue (with Anna
Souchuk) of Modern
Languages Open
(Liverpool) entitled,
“Reading Between the
Bloodlines: Essays and
Interviews on the Family
in the German-Speaking
World,” which is
forthcoming in fall 2017.

Colleen Hays published
an article entitled, “Beur-
French Romances in
French Comedies: Post-
Colonial Mimicry or a
Challenge to Essentialist
Identities?” in The Jour-
nal of European Studies.

Martin Sheehan was
named a Faculty Fellow
at Tech’s Center for In-
novative Teaching and
Learning, where he cur-
rently leads the Digital
Humanities (DH) Aca-
demic Learning Commu-
nity. In September 2016,
Sheehan presented his
ongoing DH project enti-
tled “Alea—A Digital Re-
mixing Tool for Students

and Scholars” at the Ger-
man Studies Association
Conference in San Diego,
California. He also de-
signed and led a work-
shop entitled “Twittering
Machines: How to Create
a Twitterbot in No Time”
at Vanderbilt University’s
The Humanities and
Technology Camp in Oc-
tober 2016. He won an
EDGE Curriculum grant
for his project entitled,
“Visualizing Culture: Crit-
ical Inquiry, Images, and
German Identity.” In the
spring semester,
Sheehan was named a
finalist for the university-
wide Outstanding Faculty
Award in Teaching.

In addition to his forthco-
ming book, Correspon-
dencia (1924-1974): Jor-
ge Guillén / Américo Cas-
tro (Universidad de Valla-
dolid & Fundacién Jorge
Guillén), Manuel Villal-
ba published two articles
in 2016: “"Ansiedades
sociales, historicismo y
democracia en Dias de
llamas de Juan Iturralde
(Anales de la Literatura
Espafiola Contempora-
nea); “"Una carta inédita
de Claudio Sanchez-
Albornoz dirigida a Amé-
rico Castro” (INCIPIT).
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Students Participate in Annual Meet-and-Greet

Foreign language and
international business
and cultures majors, fac-
ulty and advisors partici-
pated in our annual Meet-
and-Greet on Tuesday,

Sept. 12, during dead
hour. Members of TTU’s
chapter of Alpha Mu Gam-
ma, the national foreign
languages honor society,
were also invited.

Attendees enjoyed a pizza
buffet and door prize
drawings. Six lucky stu-
dents each won an inflat-
able beach ball “globe.”

The DFL and IBAC spon-
sor this event each fall to
give students, faculty and

FL Scholarships Awarded

The Askey Foreign
Languages Annual
Scholarships are gen-
erously provided each
year by Thelma Askey.
The recipients for 2017-
2018 were: Dalton D.
Hamlin, a double major
in Spanish and sociolo-
gy (concentration in
criminal justice) and
Olivia G. Hendricks, a
double major in German
and English (con-
centration in profes-
sional communications).

The Alberta Campana
Memorial Scholarship

Alumni Spotlight
continued from page 9

My language skills have
set me apart from my col-
leagues and have made
me the “international ex-
pert.” The skills and tools
that I learned as a French
major help me uncover
information that my com-
pany needs about other

winner for 2017-2018
was Kate Trebing, jour-
nalism and French major.

The Fredrick Heina Me-
morial Scholarship and
the Faculty and Alumni
Scholarship were not
awarded this past year,
but we hope to resume
the annual presentation
of these awards in spring
2018. Funds for these
three awards come from
alumni, faculty and
friends of the depart-
ment. Anyone who wish-
es to donate to one of
these scholarships should

languages and cultures.
My next big projects in-
clude revamping our ap-
plication templates to re-
move American bias, and
developing a business
plan for our company to
open our first international
office — in France, of
course. I also recently
started a partnership with

advisors an opportunity to
meet each other in an in-
formal setting. DFL Inter-
im Chair Martin Sheehan
remarked, “these types of
events help foster an at-
mosphere of community,
connection and collabora-
tion among our language
students. It's great to see
them chatting about their
past experiences abroad
and their future plans—
that’s exactly why we or-
ganize these events!” I

Did You Know?

Students must plan
ahead when applying for
scholarships. TTU’s schol-
arship deadline is Dec. 1
of each year. Students
must apply by this date
in order to qualify for
scholarships for the fol-
lowing academic year.
For example, Dec. 1,
2017, was the deadline
to apply for 2018-2019
scholarships and awards.

specify the name of the
award to which they
want to contribute. I

TTU to give foreign lan-
guage majors the oppor-
tunity to intern with us!

Take a chance and open a
window, even if you're not
sure where it leads. You
may just end up being the
person who opens win-
dows of opportunity for
others! 'F

Tennessee Tech University is part of the State University and Community College System of Tennessee. TTU does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, religion, creed, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, disability, age, status as a protected veteran, genetic infor-
mation, or any other legally protected class. For inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies, contact equity@tntech.edu. The TTU policy on nondiscrimi-
nation can be found at www.tntech.edu/aa. CASR128-SEL-18



