
ONLINE COURSE
DESIGN GUIDE

align

CHOOSE MEASURABLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES

USE ACTION VERBS THAT CAN BE ASSESSED

CREATE AN ALIGNMENT MAP TO CONNECT

ACTIVITIES TO LEARNING OBJECTIVES

engage

connect

As we move from emergency remote instruction to planned online delivery, quality

course design can be attained in 3 easy phases: align, engage, and connect. If you need

any assistance in the development of your course, feel free to reach out to 

the Center for Innovation in Teaching and Learning. 

The discussion of these 3 phases was developed from Quality Matters,
an organization focused on quality online instruction offering training,

research and resources for the instructional design process. 
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PHASE 3:

engage connect

AVOID PASSIVE LEARNING,

CREATES MORE "DISTANCE"

IMPLEMENT ACTIVE LEARNING 

AND LEARNING BY DOING

USE COURSE CONTENT TOOLS

PROVIDE TIMELY 

FEEDBACK

UTILIZE

TECHNOLOGY
ESTABLISH PRESENCE,

FACILITATE INTERACTION

CREATE LEARNING CONNECTIONS 

FOR STUDENTS

EXPLAIN TO STUDENTS HOW TO BE 

SUCCESSFUL IN THE COURSE

UTILIZE HOLISTIC VIEW OF 

COURSE ASSESSMENTS

PHASE 2:PHASE 1:

CITL
CITL@TNTECH.EDU

(931) 372-6950  

https://www.qualitymatters.org/

