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Session Resources

• Session will be recorded.

• Slide deck will be shared.

• We will be in the chat to 
answer any questions.

• Book a consultation with a 
CITL member!
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https://www.tntech.edu/citl/consultations.php


Agenda

Why Discussions?

Discussion vs Assignments

What Makes a Great Discussion Prompt?

Examples

How AI Can Help

Key Takeaways
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Poll Question:
Do you use Discussions, and if so, how do you 

use them in your course?

5



Why 
discussions?
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Benefits of 
Discussions

• Foster student-student interaction 
(Moore, 1989)

• Support co-creation of knowledge

• Build on previous knowledge; create new 
understandings and connections

• Avoid solitary course experience 
(correspondence course feeling)
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Why not 
discussions?
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Common Pitfalls 
in Online 
Discussions

• Prompts that don’t spark thinking

• No clear expectations for quality or 
interaction

• Poor timing or deadlines

• Discussions treated as homework, not 
dialogue

• Minimal or delayed instructor presence

• Everyone answering the same question

• Discussions are not aligned with learning 
objectives

• Lack of variety in format

• No feedback loop or closure

• Technical barriers / not visible in LMS
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Characteristics of Effective Discussion Prompts
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Characteristic Description

Open-Ended Invites multiple valid responses (no single “right” answer).

Relevant Tied to current events, real-world practice, or student experiences.

Specific Focused enough to guide responses and prevent vague answers.

Challenging, but Achievable Requires application, comparison, or synthesis — not simple recall.

Interactive Builds in a reason to read or respond to peers.

Link to Learning Objectives Clearly aligns with what the module is teaching.



Discussion vs. Assignment

Assignment
• Audience: Instructor

• Tone: Formal / Academic

• Goal: Product 

• Feedback: Summative

• Instructor Role: Assess

Discussion
• Audience: Peers

• Tone: Conversational

• Goal: Process / Conversation

• Feedback: Formative

• Instructor Role: Facilitate
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Ask: Is it an Assignment or a Discussion?
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It’s an assignment if…

There’s only one post or product

It’s read solely by the instructor

It doesn’t require interaction

It’s a discussion if…

Students engage with each other’s ideas

It’s conversational or reflective in tone

The prompt invites multiple valid responses



Poll Question:
What role do you play in your course’s 

discussions—facilitator, participant, observer, or 
other?
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What Makes a Good Discussion Prompt?

Purpose
• Define why students are 

responding (apply a 
concept, compare 
perspectives, etc.)

• What learning goal or 
concept do you want 
students to explore?

• Gives direction

Connection
• Link the task to 

something authentic– 
students’ experiences, 
media, or case studies

• How can students 
connect the concept to 
something meaningful 
or familiar?

• Gives meaning 
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Action 
• What should students 

do in the discussion?

• How should they 
respond to peers or 
extend the idea?

• Drives interaction 



Content Example
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Open-Ended Example
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Things to Consider
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• Learning objective
• Ask yourself… is this really just an assignment?

• AI… keeping it relevant to students’ lives helps cut back on unethical AI 
use. 

• Whether to select that students should post before seeing?
• Discussion "traditions" - You must reply to two people, and post on 

Thursday and reply on Sunday.
• How to keep the emphasis on discussion

• Would a two-week turnaround increase the amount of time and effort 
students put into a discussion (and the amount of time you have to 
respond)?



Poll Question:
Have you use AI to help with Discussion 

activities?
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How Can AI Help?
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• Brainstorm suggestions

• Modify existing prompts

• Create case examples with detail

• Add real-world element(s)

• Clarify instructions and learning goals for students

• Generate rubrics to evaluate posts



More on AI –Live Demonstration
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Key Takeaways

• A discussion is a shared space 
where learning happens through 
interaction.

• The best discussions feel like a 
classroom conversation, not a 
homework drop box.

• Consider breaking traditional 
discussion rules. 

• Explore how AI can level up 
your discussion game.
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Discussion 
Resources

• Creating Discussions

• Grading Discussions

• iLearn Faculty Resources

9/3/20XX 22

https://www.tntech.edu/ilearn/pdf/guides/discussions/Creating-Discussions.pdf
https://www.tntech.edu/ilearn/pdf/guides/discussions/Creating-Discussions.pdf
https://www.tntech.edu/ilearn/pdf/guides/discussions/Grading-Discussions.pdf
https://www.tntech.edu/ilearn/pdf/guides/discussions/Grading-Discussions.pdf
https://www.tntech.edu/ilearn/faculty-resources.php
https://www.tntech.edu/ilearn/faculty-resources.php


Thank 
you!
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Questions, 
Comments, 
Concerns?

Feedback Survey

Next Week’s Session:

Get Your Ducks (& Turkeys) in a Row: 
Prepping for Next Semester

Register

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-Mr-ZsA9LE24uO_w3epG8NWXICpkh0lDhRxaByjfZgJUNEowMEJEQkFIRzBTSFdWOUVMVjk0ODlGOCQlQCNjPTEu&route=shorturl
https://www.tntech.edu/citl/programs/index.php
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