
DESIGNING 
RESEARCH POSTERS

Basic Design Tips



Know & Plan

■ Guidelines/purpose
■ Audience
■ Software



Consider

■ Legibility
■ Labeling
■ Organization & design

– Order & layout
– Text & visuals
– Color



What viewers see

1st Images/graphics

2nd Captions

3rd Headlines/subheadings 

4th Body text



Images & Graphics

■ Necessity
■ Placement
■ Background
■ Quality

– High resolution
– Official logos



Font/type/text

■ Keep it simple
■ Small changes for emphasis

– Bold, italics, underline
– Size



Font/type/text

■ Attention-getting?
■ How many different fonts?

 What is design?... It's where you stand with a 
foot in two worlds—the world of technology and 
the world of people and human purposes—and 
you try to bring the two together.” - Mitchell Kapor

“



Font/type/text

■ Appropriate
■ Size
■ Serif vs. sans-serif
■ Alignment
■ Bullets vs. sentences
■ Consistent
■ How much?

This is the best option 
for justifying the text in 
your poster sections.  
This is the easiest to 
read and most 
acceptable.

This is an option to 
avoid, though some 
people enjoy the 
straight edges.  Fully-
justified text creates 
strange spacing that’s 
harder to read and 
distracting.

Aligned left Justified

http://www.personal.psu.edu/drs18/postershow/



Color

• Purpose & 
placement

• How many?

• Consistent

• Yellow

Source:  http://niki.zone/design/color-theory-for-designers-part-1/ ht
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Color

“In nature, light creates the colour. In 
the picture, colour creates the light.” -
Hans Hofmann 

“In nature, light creates the colour. In 
the picture, colour creates the light.” -
Hans Hofmann 



Alignment & Proximity
■ Visual appeal
■ Clarity (spacing)

Source:  http://www.slideshare.net/dianetch/principles-of-visual-design-6647916



Bottom line?  

■ Clear message
■ Visually appealing
■ Not too wordy
■ Balance of elements
■ Easy to read



WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Examples for Discussion
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Review

■ View at 100% 
■ PROOFREAD
■ Background
■ PowerPoint or PDF
■ In-person
■ Don’t wait…
More templates and instruction at http://www.cae.tntech.edu/Members/renfro/posters



Printing

■ College of Engineering
– Majors: print a poster for multiple reasons
– Others: print ONE for Research Day
– Go to Clement Hall 405

■ Department-specific printers
■ Printing Services
■ Off-campus options like Office Max, Staples, etc.



Questions?
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