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Research 101 Workshop
Assistance with Finding Funding Opportunities

an Introduction to grants.gov and SPIN



Grants.gov

• Learn
• Grants 101

• Grant lifecycle
• Grant Policies

• It’s not just regulations and rules
• Grant Eligibility

• IMPORTANT!
• Tennessee Tech is a State-controlled 

Institution of Higher Education
• Grant Terminology



Grants.gov
• Applicants

• Let’s get registered








Grants.gov
• Search

• If Federal funds are what you’re looking for, 
this is for you.

• Quick Search



Grants.gov
• Advanced Search



I understand search operators!
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Grants.gov

• GREAT resource for learning about grants
• Easily search for Federal funding 

opportunities
• Best starting point for Federal funding

• Register for the ability to save your 
searches and be notified of changes & new 
funding opportunities



SPIN
• InfoEd Global’s Sponsored Program Information 

Network (SPIN)
• SPIN is:

• Curated
• Regularly Updated
• Has over 40,000 funding opportunities (I’ll take 

their word for it)
• Includes Federal, Public, and Private Sponsors
• Includes International Sponsor
• Can be applicant specific 



SPIN | Profile Benefits
• Why should I sign up and create a profile?

• Customization
• Access from anywhere
• Save filters
• Save searches
• Bookmark and share
• >>Set up email alerts<<



SPIN | Limitations
• Profile tweaking (Associating your Profile with 

keywords)
• Importance of Filters & Search Preferences
• Filters

• SPIN is not Google
• SPIN is Global



SPIN | Let’s take a tour
• From TTU

• Direct to SPIN
• https://spin.infoedglobal.com
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https://spin.infoedglobal.com/


SPIN | Profile Creation
• https://spin.infoedglobal.com
• Sign-in
• Create Profile
• Search
• Save

https://spin.infoedglobal.com/


SPIN | Profile Creation



SPIN | Profile Creation



SPIN | Profile Creation

Message confirming 
your profile request



SPIN | Profile Creation



SPIN | Profile Creation



SPIN | Profile Creation



SPIN | Profile Creation



SPIN | Profile Creation

This is the page you’ll see after logging in for the first time



SPIN |Demonstration
• Remember, SPIN is global
• Three search types

• Basic search
• Also remember that SPIN is not Google

• Keyword search
• Advanced Search

• Preferences
• A key to good search results

• SMARTS
• Set it & forget it (Almost)



Other Tips/Resources
• Agency sites may also have their own grant 

notices feeds/email notifications
• Find out what’s been funded

• NSF Awards
• Federal RePORTER

• Cornerstone OpsWATCH
• Service provided by Cornerstone Government Affairs
• Federal focus
• Meetings & RFIs
• Accessible from Office of Research | Find Funding:

• https://www.tntech.edu/research/resources/findfunding/index.php

https://www.tntech.edu/research/resources/findfunding/index.php


Q & A | Contact Info

Mark Lynam, Senior Coordinator
CRA, CFRA, CPRA
mdlynam@tntech.edu
3673

Jamie Murdock
Proposal Development Manager
jlmurdock@tntech.edu
6587



Upcoming Research 101 Workshops
• Best Practices in Proposal Development

– November 5, 2020

• Subrecipient Monitoring

– February 4, 2021

• Post-Award Management

– February 25, 2021

• Responsible Conduct of Research

– March 11, 2021
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