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Do you think we should require all students in all majors to take a literature course within the Humanities & Cultural Expression Category?
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image5.png
Maryam Mirzakhani

Students who need more math will have it in their
major curriculum.
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Tasha Inniss

What's good for the past, is good for the future.
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Madhava

A minimum of three hours provides the flexibility for
all students to take at least one math course, while
also allowing for programs to include more math if it is
relevant and of importance to their majors.
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

I think using the min is more flexible. There may be 1-
cr. courses, etc., that are developed that students may
want!
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Gloria Gilmer

| like the use of minimum because it sounds like the
students have more choice
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Carla Cotwright-Williams

allows for flexibility by major
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Alan Turing

Flexibility is key. Departments should determine how
much math is required for success in the field. Faculty
and administrator experts in the discipline are most
familiar with the coursework critical to adequate
preparation for their respective major-related
professions. All students need math unless they have
fulfilled the requirement in high school.
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min: 6 hours

Sofia Kovalekskaya, Alicia Prieto Langarica,
Gloria Conyers Hewitt, Srinivasa Ramanujan, Tasha Inniss,
Euphemia Lofton Haynes, Etta Zuber Falconer, Alan Turing,

Gloria Gilmer

6 to 9 hours

17 students

Mary Winston Jackson, Kiran Gandhi, Sophie Germain,
Charles Lewis Reason, Diana Ma, Trachette Jackson,
Dorothy Vaughan, Maryam Mirzakhani, Madhava,
Britney Gallivan, Grace Alele-Williams, Zhang Heng,
Carla Cotwright-Williams, John Urschel, Candice Price,
Ami Radunskaya, Hertha Ayrton
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

More flexible.
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Tasha Inniss

Some flexibility for students is good thing and this
would be a good category to start.
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Alan Turing

Flexibility is key. Departments should determine how
much flexibility in the humanities to allow students.

Gloria Gilmer

| like the word minimum because it gives the students
more choice.
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Diana Ma

allows the department to have flexibility
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Dorothy Vaughan

NA
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Maryam Mirzakhani

Provides flexibility but does not allow students to
focus too much in one area

Madhava

Having a range in this category can be beneficial to
providing flexibility in a broad category. Having the
range may also mitigate the literature requirement
aspect as well.
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Grace Alele-Williams

Requiring 9 Humanities hours is my top choice, but
we've not been allowed this option. Study of the
Humanities is a crucial component being a college-
educated human for all majors. The "6 hour min"
potentially includes 9 or even 12 hours, but degree
programs (and students) will very likely minimize the
requirement to merely 6. So | reluctantly vote for 6-9
hours, the likelihood of requiring/reaching 9 hours is
higher with this option.
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Zhang Heng

To provide flexibility

Carla Cotwright-Williams

Everyone needs 6-9 regardless of major, because we
all need to know how to understand and work with
people
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Ami Radunskaya

This is a key category for well-rounded education in all
majors. The range allows those already heavy in
humanities to be lighter while other more technical
majors may choose to guide their students to the 9-
hour mark.
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Yes

Sophie Germain, Maryam Mirzakhani, Britney Gallivan,
Srinivasa Ramanujan, Tasha Inniss, Grace Alele-Williams

No

20 students

Mary Winston Jackson, Sofia Kovalekskaya, Kiran Gandhi,
Alicia Prieto Langarica, Charles Lewis Reason, Diana Ma,
Gloria Conyers Hewitt, Trachette Jackson,

Dorothy Vaughan, Madhava, Euphemia Lofton Haynes,
Zhang Heng, Etta Zuber Falconer, Carla Cotwright-Williams,
John Urschel, Alan Turing, Gloria Gilmer, Candice Price,
Ami Radunskaya, Hertha Ayrton
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Tasha Inniss

| still believe that higher education should expose
students to a variety of different disciplines and make
them well-rounded educated students. This includes
Engineering majors.

Grace Alele-Williams

Literature's unique value is building empathy and
broadening perspective, unlike any other Humanities
course. | vote to require 3 hours of Literature.




image24.png
Maryam Mirzakhani

The literature requirement provides students with the
opportunity to develop empathy and critical thinking
skills. The literature courses move beyond learning
facts to requiring students to consider the views of
others and to listen to and try to understand other
people and cultures.
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

Again, be flexible. Many students will choose literature.
Some HS students will take DE or AP lit courses, but it
doesn't have to be the required thing.

Diana Ma

this is already covered in high school
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Madhava

While literature provides students with valuable
insight into the human experience, some students
struggle with reading for a variety of reasons. Forcing
everyone into a literature class can disproportionately
impact students with learning disabilities, while they
might be more invested and successful in a different
course. | believe student can still gain the human
experince insight through other courses in the
category.
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Carla Cotwright-Williams

6-9 in Humanities and Cultural Expression allows for
each major to decide this.

Alan Turing

Again, we should defer to the departments on what
would be best for their student population.
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Gloria Gilmer

Although I love reading and taught ELA in middle
school and high school for many years, | think the
students can learn in many ways.

Ami Radunskaya

The key phrase here is "all students in all majors." The
committee has expanded the SLO's in this category,
which will allow for increased course options.
Removing the literature requirement for all students
supports the intention of general education and
course choice flexibility.




image29.png
6 hours

- 4 students

Sofia Kovalekskaya, Sophie Germain, Gloria Conyers Hewitt,
Trachette Jackson

min: 3 hours

Alicia Prieto Langarica, Diana Ma, Dorothy Vaughan,
Srinivasa Ramanujan, Euphemia Lofton Haynes,

Zhang Heng, Etta Zuber Falconer, Carla Cotwright-Williams,
Alan Turing, Gloria Gilmer

3to 6 hours

Mary Winston Jackson, Kiran Gandhi, Charles Lewis Reason,
Maryam Mirzakhani, Madhava, Britney Gallivan,

Tasha Inniss, Grace Alele-Williams, John Urschel,

Candice Price, Ami Radunskaya, Hertha Ayrton
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

Still needed!
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Diana Ma

history is often covered in high school classes; this
gives departments flexibility to choose other history
classes besides 2010 and 2020
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Carla Cotwright-Williams

3 credit hours of history is enough for students
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Alan Turing

Different departments may require broader
foundations in history than others. See College of
Engineering curricula.

Gloria Gilmer

| like minimum because it gives the students more
choice.
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Maryam Mirzakhani

Adds flexibility to the category.

Madhava

| think knowledge and understanding of history is
important, probably now more than ever, but some
majors are already not taking history as part of their
gen eds, so this would make it more consistent across
campus for all majors.
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Tasha Inniss

| remember my Economics professor (as an
undergrad) said that every discipline has a historical
component, but it's unfortunately undervalued by that
discipline. Students who had history in high school
(TN) should be allowed to take a placement exam to
determine whether they will take 3 or 6 credits of
history. | think they should take six because taking a
history class at Tech or any University is not the same
as high school where it is sanitized and sugar-coated
for teens and the politicians who represent their
districts.




image36.png
6 hours

17 students

Mary Winston Jackson, Kiran Gandhi, Sophie Germain,
Alicia Prieto Langarica, Charles Lewis Reason, Diana Ma,
Gloria Conyers Hewitt, Trachette Jackson,

Dorothy Vaughan, Maryam Mirzakhani, Madhava,
Britney Gallivan, Grace Alele-Williams, Zhang Heng,
John Urschel, Ami Radunskaya, Hertha Ayrton

min: 6 hours

Sofia Kovalekskaya, Srinivasa Ramanujan,
Euphemia Lofton Haynes, Carla Cotwright-Williams,
Alan Turing, Gloria Gilmer, Candice Price
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Diana Ma

several options within this category; 6 hours works
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Ami Radunskaya

The current requirement seems sufficient for all
students in all majors.
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Maryam Mirzakhani

Provides the opportunity for flexibility without
overloading

Madhava

| think capping this category at 6 hours should be
sufficient for all degree programs, and allows for
flexibility in hours for other categories.
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

Flexible, but allows for more.
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Carla Cotwright-Williams

Everyone needs to understand and know how to work
with people so this allows each major to determine
what is needed
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Alan Turing

This option allows for more opportunity to build a
customized curriculum depending on departmental
values.

Gloria Gilmer

| like minimum because it gives students more choice.
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min: 6 hours (min: 3 composition; min: 3 oral)

Sofia Kovalekskaya, Srinivasa Ramanujan, Tasha Inniss,
Euphemia Lofton Haynes, Etta Zuber Falconer,
Carla Cotwright-Williams, Alan Turing

6 to 9 hours (min: 3 composition; min: 3 oral)

Kiran Gandhi, Sophie Germain, Diana Ma,
Maryam Mirzakhani, Britney Gallivan, Gloria Gilmer

9 hours (6 composition; 3 oral)

Alicia Prieto Langarica, Gloria Conyers Hewitt,
Trachette Jackson, Dorothy Vaughan, Grace Alele-Williams,

Zhang Heng, John Urschel, Candice Price

9 hours (min: 3 composition; min: 3 oral)

- 5 students

Mary Winston Jackson, Charles Lewis Reason, Madhava,
Ami Radunskaya, Hertha Ayrton
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

Most flexible
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Carla Cotwright-Williams

Minimum allows for customization by major beyond
the 3 written and 3 verbal

Alan Turing

Communication is a critical area for all majors. This is
an area employers of Tech students have mentioned
has a tremendous potential for improvement.
Students also value this skill.
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Diana Ma

gives some flexibility to the department based on
major




image47.png
Maryam Mirzakhani

Flexibility
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Grace Alele-Williams

Written and oral communication skills are key to
anyone's promotion and longevity in any field of work.
Requiring 9 hours of communication (6 comp, 3 oral)
best reflects the university's commitment to building
these skills.

Zhang Heng

| believe effective communication skills (both written
and oral) are foundational to success in college and
life in general.
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Madhava

I think commuication is a key skill for any major in all
career fields. Students will benefit from one writing
class and one oral communication class, with the third
option being defined by the program. It is also very
beneficial for students to have the option of writing
courses that might be better aligned with their major
than general comp courses, which is why | chose min 3
comp over min 6 comp.
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Ami Radunskaya

Keeping the 9-hour requirement emphasizes the
importance of communication, especially as a NACE
competency for career readiness, and allows flexibility
to develop other communication skills (digital, visual,
virtual) as it meets program needs or students’
interests.
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8 hours

Mary Winston Jackson, Alicia Prieto Langarica,
Gloria Conyers Hewitt, Trachette Jackson, Madhava,
Srinivasa Ramanujan, John Urschel, Ami Radunskaya

min: 4 hours

Sofia Kovalekskaya, Diana Ma, Dorothy Vaughan,
Maryam Mirzakhani, Tasha Inniss, Euphemia Lofton Haynes,
Zhang Heng, Etta Zuber Falconer, Alan Turing, Gloria Gilmer

4 to 8 hours

Kiran Gandhi, Sophie Germain, Charles Lewis Reason,
Britney Gallivan, Grace Alele-Williams,
Carla Cotwright-Williams, Candice Price, Hertha Ayrton
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Madhava

Student need more than one course in science to
build, reinforce, and retain the critical thinking and
problem solving skills needed by educated people in
the world. This is essential to being able to critically
evaluate information and sources in a world of over
abundant information. A strong foundation in
scientific literacy is important to graduates of a
technological, STEM focused university.
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Ami Radunskaya

Students experience a majority of the eight NACE
career competencies in science classes, such as
communication, critical thinking, teamwork,
technology, and even leadership.
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

Most flexible. Many, many majors will have more.

Diana Ma

departments can add extra requirements as needed
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3 hours

16 students

Mary Winston Jackson, Kiran Gandhi, Sophie Germain,
Charles Lewis Reason, Diana Ma, Gloria Conyers Hewitt,
Trachette Jackson, Dorothy Vaughan, Maryam Mirzakhani,
Tasha Inniss, Grace Alele-Williams, Zhang Heng,

John Urschel, Candice Price, Ami Radunskaya,

Hertha Ayrton

min: 3 hours

Sofia Kovalekskaya, Alicia Prieto Langarica, Madhava,
Britney Gallivan, Srinivasa Ramanujan,

Euphemia Lofton Haynes, Etta Zuber Falconer,

Carla Cotwright-Williams, Alan Turing, Gloria Gilmer
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Maryam Mirzakhani

Flexibility
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Alan Turing

A scientific mindset is helpful in understanding our
world and critical to effective decision making.
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Carla Cotwright-Williams

allows each major to customize based on needs of
students
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Financial & Digital Literacy

17 students

Sofia Kovalekskaya, Kiran Gandhi, Sophie Germain,
Charles Lewis Reason, Diana Ma, Gloria Conyers Hewitt,
Madhava, Britney Gallivan, Srinivasa Ramanujan,
Euphemia Lofton Haynes, Zhang Heng,

Carla Cotwright-Williams, John Urschel, Alan Turing,
Gloria Gilmer, Candice Price, Hertha Ayrton

Financial & Digital Core

- 4 students

Alicia Prieto Langarica, Trachette Jackson,

Dorothy Vaughan, Maryam Mirzakhani

Other

- 5 students

Mary Winston Jackson, Tasha Inniss, Grace Alele-Williams,

Etta Zuber Falconer, Ami Radunskaya
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

Still a better word.

Diana Ma

implies a level of knowledge in this content
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Carla Cotwright-Williams

literacy is what we're looking for
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Maryam Mirzakhani

"Literacy" is too broad a term for what this area might
require




image62.png
Mary Winston Jackson

From Copilot
Financial and Digital essential
Financial and Digital Insights
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Tasha Inniss

Foundations in Financial & Digital Literacy

Grace Alele-Williams

Digital Litera$y
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Etta Zuber Falconer

Financial and Digital Fluency
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Diana Ma

Departments can add more requirements if needed
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Ami Radunskaya

Financial & Digital Foundations
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Leave category open for individual program/students to
choose from among financial and digital course offerings

15 students

Mary Winston Jackson, Sofia Kovalekskaya, Kiran Gandhi,
Charles Lewis Reason, Diana Ma, Gloria Conyers Hewitt,
Trachette Jackson, Dorothy Vaughan, Maryam Mirzakhani,
Madhava, Srinivasa Ramanujan, Grace Alele-Williams,
Euphemia Lofton Haynes, Etta Zuber Falconer, Alan Turing

Require all students in all majors to take at least 1 credit
of financial and 1 credit of digital

Sophie Germain, Alicia Prieto Langarica, Britney Gallivan,
Tasha Inniss, Zhang Heng, Carla Cotwright-Williams,
John Urschel, Gloria Gilmer, Candice Price,

Ami Radunskaya, Hertha Ayrton




image67.png
Maryam Mirzakhani

We don't need an abundance of one-hour courses.

Madhava

Students may have different backgrounds and
interests in these areas and programs, and the
students should be able to choose what would best
benefit them.
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

Flexible!

Diana Ma

gives more flexibility
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Gloria Gilmer

| think students should be required to take this
minimum
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3 hours

Kiran Gandhi, Sophie Germain, Diana Ma,

Gloria Conyers Hewitt, Dorothy Vaughan,
Maryam Mirzakhani, Madhava, Tasha Inniss,
Grace Alele-Williams, Zhang Heng, John Urschel

min: 3 hours

Alicia Prieto Langarica, Srinivasa Ramanujan,
Euphemia Lofton Haynes, Etta Zuber Falconer,
Carla Cotwright-Williams, Alan Turing, Gloria Gilmer,
Candice Price

3to4 hours

- 3 students

Sofia Kovalekskaya, Trachette Jackson, Britney Gallivan

3to 6 hours

- 3 students

Charles Lewis Reason, Ami Radunskaya, Hertha Ayrton
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Diana Ma

no more hours are needed than this
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Maryam Mirzakhani

No more than 3, especially because we have not seen
course proposals and syllabi.
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Carla Cotwright-Williams

Are financial and digital the same? if not should they
do 3 of financial and 3 of digital?

Alan Turing

Student needs vary in this area, so we should afford
flexibility.
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

As a new category, we should start here.
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Dorothy Vaughan

NA
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Ami Radunskaya

With two emphases in the category, "3-6 hour"
requirement would allow programs to e
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Voice Vote (Yea, Nay)
0 students

Show of Hands

. 1 student

Gloria Gilmer

Ballot Vote

Mary Winston Jackson, Sophie Germain,
Charles Lewis Reason, Diana Ma, Etta Zuber Falconer,
Carla Cotwright-Williams, John Urschel

Ranked Choice Voting

Sofia Kovalekskaya, Kiran Gandhi, Alicia Prieto Langarica,
Gloria Conyers Hewitt, Trachette Jackson,

Dorothy Vaughan, Britney Gallivan, Srinivasa Ramanujan,
Euphemia Lofton Haynes, Zhang Heng, Alan Turing,
Candice Price, Hertha Ayrton




image77.png
Ask each subcommittee to rank their top two choices
and tally up the score before eliminating the least
popular options. A couple of rounds of voting (and
eliminating the least favorite proposals) would ultimately
leave two options on the table. This could be executed by
voting via secret ballot.

- 5 students

Maryam Mirzakhani, Madhava, Tasha Inniss,

Grace Alele-Williams, Ami Radunskaya
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Diana Ma

provides anonymous response
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

What if we used ranked choice voting to sort things
out and at the end look at the last two options it
leaves.
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Proposal 1

- 2 students

Alicia Prieto Langarica, Gloria Conyers Hewitt

Proposal 2

- 5 students

Sofia Kovalekskaya, Etta Zuber Falconer,
Carla Cotwright-Williams, Alan Turing, Gloria Gilmer

Proposal 3

Kiran Gandhi, Diana Ma, Dorothy Vaughan,
Maryam Mirzakhani, Britney Gallivan, Ami Radunskaya,
Hertha Ayrton

Proposal 4

- 2 students

Sophie Germain, Tasha Inniss
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Proposal 5
0 students

Proposal 6

- 2 students

Trachette Jackson, Euphemia Lofton Haynes

Proposal 8
0 students

Proposal 9

- 2 students

Madhava, Srinivasa Ramanujan

Proposal 10

. 1 student

Candice Price
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Proposal 11

- 4 students

Mary Winston Jackson, Charles Lewis Reason,

Grace Alele-Williams, Zhang Heng

Proposal 12

. 1 student

John Urschel
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Carla Cotwright-Williams

Allows for the most flexibility with minimums and 10
hours undictated
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Sofia Kovalekskaya

Using mins provides the most flexility to students.
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Charles Lewis Reason

The current requirement is 3 hours which seems to be
sufficient.
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Diana Ma

seems very reasonable
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Maryam Mirzakhani

But reduce the number of hours in Soc/Behvioral to 6.
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Madhava

This option seemed to best encompass the majority of
the most popular options. It provides some flexibility
while still providing a consistent gen ed structure/
experience across the university.
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Zhang Heng

| like the flexibility of Proposal 11. Also, Proposal 11 is
highly reflective of the top votes from Survey 1.
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Mary Winston Jackson

My suggestion is to make Math 3-6 and Social &
Behavioral Sciences 6-9. This keeps the minimum but
we give the most flexibility for students to choose.
However, we need to talk to records to see how much
flexibility degree works can give.
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Mary Winston Jackson

No

Sofia Kovalekskaya

Still need to think about reducing the 41 hrs because
so many degrees only have 120 hrs. A reduction might
allow for more majors to have some free electives (so
few do now).

Charles Lewis Reason

Thanks, Holly for your time!

Diana Ma

no comments

Trachette Jackson

Thank you to Holly and Linda for their leadership!
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Tasha Inniss

There should be more time to evaluate and debate
this. We're talking about the future of GenEd here.

Grace Alele-Williams

We've allotted insufficient time to actually discussing
priorities among the various general-education
categories. Instead we've over-privileged results from
a high-stakes survey about proposals and options all
designed with very little actual input from committee
members. The decision-making process seems
stacked, rushed, and forced, rather than collaborative
and deliberative. Our time has been poorly managed;
we should have been addressing these credit-hour
details last semester, rather than deferring them until
the last minute this spring.
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Dorothy Vaughan

Fellow Committee Members: Thanks so much for all
your hard work!!

Maryam Mirzakhani

Students who transfer to TTU from non-technological
schools like most of the TBR schools often have an
abundance of humanities courses. Using "min. 6-9" in
the Humanities and Cultural Expression category
might influence transfer students to choose TTU

because more of their courses would receive credit as
GE.

Madhava

It's been intersting to see how things and thoughts
have been evolving!
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Zhang Heng

Thank you Holly for your leadership and hard work
with this committee!

Etta Zuber Falconer

None

Carla Cotwright-Williams

Yes, let's be done, please!

Alan Turing

Students are key stakeholders and they have asked for
flexibility. The concept of placing value on stakeholder
input should guide decisions on the general education
curriculum. Ultimately, the departments will make
adjustments if necessary for their specific programs.




